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Introduction 


Since it covers most of southeast Europe and the Balkans, Yugo- 
slavia was an important participant of World War Two. The war 
and occupation of this state since April 1941 introduced numer- 
ous domestic and foreign participants that complicated an already 
complex conflict ‘picture’. Besides the regular Yugoslav Army 
(plus different local resistance and other movements later), in Yu- 
goslavia there were active German, Italian, Bulgarian, Hungarian 
and locally raised Axis forces, plus there were armies belonging 
to the Allies: British, Soviet, Bulgarian and Italian forces. Some of 
the larger participants deployed different branches of their armed 
forces. Examples include the Third Reich (Wehrmacht, Waffen SS, 
Ordnungspolizei, Gendarmerie, Organisation Todt, units of Rus- 
sian emigrants etc.) and Italy (Army, Fascist Blackshirts, Guarda 
di Finanza etc.). Most forces used armoured vehicles throughout 
the war. Although the Yugoslav theatre was a variety of plains, low- 
lands, highlands, mountains and coastline with numerous islands, 
the usage of armour was important for policing these areas, in com- 
bating guerrilla resistance, to impress the locals, and later in 1944- 
45, for the improvement of military-political aims. 

Much of the Yugoslavia theatre did not allow usage of large-scale 
armoured units. Nearly all deployed forces used armoured units in 
a scale up to the battalion level. They were typically attached to 
the infantry, and in most cases different security forces operated in 
harsh conditions because of constant guerrilla threats and civil war 
under the occupation. This type of war meant the equipment being 
used did not need to be first class or of the most advanced techno- 
logical levels. Most forces thus used lighter and non-state-of-the-art 
types of armoured vehicles. Sometimes obsolete types were used 
alongside modern vehicles, since the level of modernisation did 
not matter to the class of operations. This pattern was constant for 
nearly all engaged armies throughout the duration of the conflict. 
Two important questions may be of note for readers. One is the 
problem of defining the Yugoslav ‘theatre’ in World War Two, and 
the other is outlining the term ‘armour’. 


During the war, occupied Yugoslav territories had different sta- 
tuses: the Third Reich occupied Serbia with Banat and annexed 
northern and eastern parts of Slovenia; while Italy occupied or an- 
nexed western parts of Slovenia, Dalmatia, Montenegro, Kosovo 
and western Macedonia. Bulgaria did the same with Macedonia and 
portions of eastern Serbia; Hungary annexed Backa and Medimur- 
je. Moreover, the Independent State of Croatia was created in April 
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1941 within the territories of Croatia, Srem, Bosnia, Herzegovina 
and Dalmatia. 

Later, as the war developed, Italian troops were engaged in other 
areas of Croatia. On the other side, Bulgarian troops were used as 
an occupying force in most of Serbia after January 1942. As the 
different kinds of resistance movements mushroomed, guerrilla 
forces also controlled their own territories. 

After Italy’s capitulation on 08 September 1943, most of its ter- 
ritories were captured by the Germans and/or Partisan resistance. 
The Germans introduced some new administrative organisa- 
tional forms such as the Operational Zone of the Adriatic Littoral 
(OZAK), which were organised from former Yugoslav and Italian 
territories. They expand our scope further west to include Italian 
northeast parts inhabited by Slovenes. 

The term ‘armour’ (for Allied tanks) or panzer (for German tanks) 
is used in this book in its wider meaning. It includes tanks, but 
all other armoured vehicles such as armoured cars, self-propelled 
howitzers, assault guns, halftracks, improvised armoured vehi- 
cles, armoured trains and armoured self-propelled railcars. There- 
fore, this material not only deals with tank units but also with all 
the different kinds of units that utilised such armoured vehicles. 


This work offers a short and concise outline of armour use in the 
Yugoslav theatre. The authors used a chronological method to de- 
scribe events year by year. It may look complicated at first, but it 
will become obvious that there are several interactions between 
the players, and that the course of events has defining importance 
in understanding the way armoured equipment was used from 
1941-45. 

There can be no doubt that all the armies that took part in the war 
in Yugoslavia need a separate and in-depth analysis of their ar- 
mour usage. But the authors hope this book will provide a general 
overview of the units, types and events and fill in missing parts 
of secondary European theatres. This theatre has its importance 
and actors, but so far these have been described in other ways 
that highlight the military-political aspects or interethnic relations 
and clashes. In previous years, the authors managed to research 
most available archives and museums in states of the former Yu- 
goslavia. 

The authors hope this material will present a different angle of the 
Yugoslav theatre from 1941-45, focusing particularly on military- 
technical aspects. 
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Renault-Kegresse M28 tanks at the parade held in a Banjica 
exercise field near Belgrade on 06 September 1930. This was the first 
‘massive’ appearance of Yugoslav Army armour in public. 

(Bojan Gajic collection) 


In 1930 the first batch of 21 Renault FT-17s was delivered. Here, 
a tank with the French serial number ‘70140’ armed with a 37mm 
Puteaux SA 18 gun is painted in standard dark green overall 
camouflage. 

(Aleksandar Smiljanic collection) 


The earliest armoured unit of the Yugoslav Army was an armoured 
platoon of the Cavalry School. It was equipped with Berliet-White 
M1918 armoured cars. Here it is seen in a parade on 06 September 
1930. (Bojan Gajic collection) 
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Capability demonstration of the Renault FT-17 at Ali-Pasha Bridge Two cannon-armed FT-17s belonging to the Armoured Vehicle Battalion. 
(Bosnia) in 1938. Note the camouflage pattern and French Army serialon They are on exercise, coupled with cavalry seen in the background, in the 
the front of the tank hull. (via Predrag Miladinovic) mid-1930s. Nearest to the camera is ‘71647’. 


(Aleksandar Smiljanic collection) 


A well-camouflaged Renault FT-17 armed with an 
8mm machine gun pictured in one of the exercises 
held in the late 1930s. 

(Milan Micevski collection) 


Skoda S-1D light tanks of the Armoured Vehicle 
Squadron of the Cavalry School at one of the pre- 
war exercises. 

(Aleksandar Smiljanic collection) 
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A machine gun-equipped 
Renault shows its 
capabilities during a 
low-level water crossing 
at Vlasinski Izvor in 
southeast Serbia, May 
1940. 

(A. Smiljanic/B. 
Dimitrijevic collection) 


Painted in camouflage 
colours, a machine gun- 
equipped Renault FT-17 
with French number 
°6658°. 

(A. Smiljanic/B. 
Dimitrijevic collection) 
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One of the crews belonging to the Armoured Vehicle Squadron receives 
orders. S-1Ds were painted in a standard Czech three-colour camouflage 
scheme, and the machine gun was removed. 

(Aleksandar Smiljanic collection) 


Tanks and personnel of an unidentified tank company of the Ist 
Armoured Battalion armed with FT-17s. Tanks and motorcycles of 
this unit adopted Yugoslav Army registration numbers with the prefix 
*VIII/4*, coupled with earlier French serials. 

(A. Smiljanic/B. Dimitrijevic collection) 


Skoda S-1Ds seen at a parade in the Makis 
area, today in the Belgrade suburbs, after an 
exercise in September 1940. 

(Milan Micevski collection) 
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Yugoslav motorised infantry during 
exercises in the vicinity of Belgrade in 
September 1940. They are mounted 

in Italian SPA 38 3-ton trucks. Troops 
are wearing Austro-Hungarian M1917 
helmets, a clear indication that they 
belong to the cavalry. 

(Military Museum Belgrade) 


Two indigenously armoured trucks 
entered service in the Armoured 
Vehicle Squadron in the late 1930s. 
Here they are seen in an exercise in 
1940. 

(via Srdjan Cvetkovic) 


Personnel and R35 tanks 
belonging to a company of 
the 2nd Armoured Vehicle 
Battalion, seen during an 
exercise in 1940. 
(Aleksandar Smiljanic 
collection) 
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The Campaign of April 1941 


In early 1941, the kingdom of Yugoslavia was the only southern 
European state to share a border with two Axis powers - Germany 
and Italy. It was also to become surrounded by neighbours that 
joined the Axis - Hungary, Romania and Bulgaria. The Allied 
Greece was fighting a bitter winter war with Italy in its northern 
regions and in Albania. 

Yugoslavia’s short-lived membership on the Axis side lasted a 
mere 36 hours. After the Yugoslav government signed the Tripar- 
tite Pact with the Axis on 25 March 1941, parts of the army (air 
force and Belgrade garrison) decided to overthrow the government 
that had sided with the Axis and had signed the pact, and to pro- 
claim young Peter II as king. In the first hours of 27 March 1941, a 
coup d’état was carried out and a new government formed. 

After the news reached Berlin, the Third Reich’s Fiihrer decided to 
punish Yugoslavia for its disloyalty to the Axis. Operations against 
Greece were already planned, so German forces that had reached 
Bulgaria were diverted to take part in actions against Yugoslavia 
as soon as possible. Other units from the Reich started to move 
towards Yugoslavia’s borders. Reich diplomacy managed to con- 
vince neighbouring Italy, Hungary and Bulgaria to take part in the 
invasion of Yugoslavia, an operation called Unternehmen 25. 

In the early morning of 06 April 1941, the Blitzkrieg against Yu- 
goslavia was launched. The capital of the kingdom, Belgrade, was 
bombarded, causing the collapse of most state institutions from the 
government to the lowest authorities, including the General Staff, 
which would be in constant retreat in the coming days. 


Yugoslav Armoured Units in the Campaign 


Yugoslav armoured units were deployed with the intention of sup- 
porting the infantry on several fronts. There were two battalions 
and one cavalry squadron with around 120 armoured vehicles. 
Only 54 R35 tanks could be regarded as relatively modern. The 
rest of the force was still at the technological level of World War 
One. 

The Ist Battalion of Armoured Vehicles, with more than 50 Re- 
nault FT-17/M28 tanks, was scattered with its companies in four 
regional army headquarters (HQ): Belgrade, Zagreb, Sarajevo and 
Skopje. It was the intention that the companies support combat ac- 
tivities of the armies they were attached to. The 1st Battalion staff 
and the company from Belgrade were despatched to support forces 
organising the defence of central Serbia. This tank company saw 
heavy fighting around the village of Natalinci on 11 April, where 
most of its vehicles were captured in varying states of repair. 

On 07 April, the tank company in Skopje engaged in fierce battles 
against German armoured forces that had broken through from Bul- 
garian territory. It was deployed on the Strumica-Valandovo road, 
and was soon attacked by a combined force of Panzers and Stuka 
dive bombers. The Germans were attempting to reach Greece as 
fast as they could. Although suffering heavy losses, this company 
managed to withdraw to Greece with four tanks on 08 April. After 
a couple of days of retreat and further clashes, it ceased to exist. 
The tank company garrisoned in Sarajevo was transferred by rail- 
way to central Serbia on 09 April. It took part in several actions 
there, but soon it was suffering from a lack of fuel and other dif- 
ficulties caused by the rapid German advance. Its personnel aban- 
doned their tanks in western Serbia. 

The company stationed in Zagreb did not take part in any action 
since the Independent State of Croatia was proclaimed on 10 April 
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1941, prior to the entry of the Wehrmacht’s 14. Panzer-Division. It 
is believed tanks of the company were captured by the Germans. 
The 2nd Battalion of Armoured Vehicles, equipped with Renault 
R35s, moved from its Belgrade barracks prior to the Luftwaffe at- 
tack on the capital. Its task was to support troops of the 2nd Army 
Group during expected combat on the Slavonia plains. The battal- 
ion’s separated company had been deployed in Macedonia in the 
autumn of 1940. This company saw heavy fighting from the dawn 
of 07 April in the Stip area against the advancing Leibstandarte 
SS. It was destroyed after fierce fighting on the same day near the 
city of Veles. 

While moving through Slavonia, the 2nd Battalion witnessed the 
dissolution of other Yugoslav forces moving to the front because 
of the Croatian rebellion after the Independent State of Croatia was 
proclaimed on 10 April. The next day it crossed the Sava River 
and joined remaining forces of the 2nd Army in northern Bosnia. 
R35 tanks of this battalion were used to create several ad hoc ‘Fast 
Detachments' (company-sized, motorised battle groups) that were 
sent to cities in northern Bosnia. Most of them were already under 
the control of Croatian rebels (Ustasa) and the Fast Detachments 
had the task of crushing their mutiny. Others were engaged in 
combating advancing Wehrmacht forces, namely the 74. Panzer- 
Division. When a truce was proclaimed on 15 April, most tanks 
were abandoned on central Bosnian roads and subsequently cap- 
tured by Wehrmacht forces. One of the Fast Detachments, led by 
Colonel Mihailovic, left its R35s and vehicles around Doboj, and 
continued marching on foot. This unit reached central Serbia in 
mid-May 1941 and became the core of the Royalist Resistance 
that was known as the Yugoslav Army in the Fatherland (Cetnici, 
Chetniks). 

Finally, the Armoured Vehicle Squadron of the Cavalry School 
with eight Czech Skoda S-1D light tanks, several Berliet-White 
and obsolete SPA armoured cars and a few armoured lorries re- 
mained in Belgrade. It was tasked to defend Belgrade Airbase. 
After a few days of war, the squadron was ordered deeper into 
Serbia. The squadron received no specific task, but only to report 
to the highest authority it could find while on the move. The squad- 
ron took part in fighting against Wehrmacht armoured spearheads 
around the city of Topola on 11 April. Some vehicles were de- 
stroyed and some crew killed, including the squadron commander, 
Captain Radovic. Other vehicles were abandoned and captured 
after being scattered alongside roads all the way from Topola to 
Belgrade. 


German Armoured Units in the Campaign 


Original Operation Marita plans (the attack on Greece) sched- 
uled the beginning of the invasion for 01 April 1941. Because of 
the events in Yugoslavia, several changes were introduced to the 
plans. These included an attack on both states of Yugoslavia and 
Greece and it was scheduled to commence on 06 April 1941. 
Much earlier, during March 1941, German forces of the /2. Ar- 
mee were assembled in Bulgaria for the attack on Greece. Other 
units held in reserve were deployed to Romania. Among numer- 
ous infantry and Gebirgsjdger mountain infantry units, there were 
the 2nd, 5th, 9th, 11th and 16th Panzer Divisions, and motorised 
infantry of SS Panzer-Division Leibstandarte SS Adolf Hitler (LS- 
SAH), SS Panzer-Divison Das Reich and the 60. Infanterie-Divi- 
sion (mot). 

The main planned lines of attack for crushing Yugoslav resistance 
were from Bulgaria through Macedonia, with the aim of reach- 
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ing Greece as soon as possible to connect with Italian forces in 
Albania, and to prevent the retreat and connection of the Yugoslav 
Army with Greek and British forces in Greece. After the 12. Ar- 
mee regrouped, Panzergruppe 1 (5. and 11. Panzer-Divisions and 
other forces) received another important task to attack and advance 
inside Serbia along the Nis-Kragujevac road and to reach and cap- 
ture the capital Belgrade. XXXXI. Panzerkorps from Romania had 
the task of entering Banat and advancing to Belgrade. However, 
Hitler personally ordered changes in the plan, asking that the SS 
Panzer-Division Das Reich should be the first to enter Belgrade 
following the same direction of the attack. 

For operations in the western parts of Yugoslavia, the Oberkom- 
mando der Wehrmacht (OKW) high command assigned command 
to the HQ of the 2nd Army. Several units had been moving from 
different parts of the Third Reich since 29 March for the attack, 
causing lots of transportation problems. At the outbreak of the 
campaign on 06 April, this army was still in the process of assem- 
bling. Most subordinated units were infantry. Among the armour 
there was XXXXVI Panzerkorps, with the 8. and 14. Panzer-Divi- 
sion and the 16. Infanterie-Division (mot), all deployed in Hun- 
gary. They were used in the attack after they had assembled by 10 
April. 

On the morning of 06 April 1941, the invasion of Yugoslavia start- 
ed with a surprise night attack on the Iron Gates at the Danube, 
a massive air attack on Belgrade, and the fast movement of ar- 
moured units from Bulgaria into Macedonia. Yugoslav forces de- 
ployed along the front towards Bulgaria put up strong resistance, 
supported by air strikes on 06-07 April, especially around Stracin 
and Kriva Palanka where severe battles took place, and where the 
commander of the 40th Armoured Corps General Stumme, was 
killed in action. Despite strong resistance, Yugoslav defences col- 
lapsed in the following days. On 07 April Skopje was taken, and 
on 08-09 April crack units of the Wehrmacht and LSSAH crossed 
into Greece, while the 9. Panzer-Division met the Italians in west- 
ern Macedonia. The retreat route for the Yugoslav Army was thus 
closed. 

On 08 April, Panzergruppe 1 started advancing from Bulgaria 
through Nis and the Morava Valley to the north of Serbia. This 
Gruppe was spearheaded by the //. Panzer-Division. This unit 
faced serious Yugoslav resistance on 10-12 April, this being or- 
ganised in Jagodina, Lapovo, Velika Plana, Topola and Mladeno- 
vac, and losing some of its armour in action. Other Panzergruppe 
divisions like the 5. Panzer-Division abandoned this direction, and 
from Nis went south into Kosovo, Skopje and proceeded towards 
Greece. 

On the other side, the /4. Panzer-Division was ordered on 01 
April to start advancing across the Drava River towards Zagreb. 
It advanced around 140km to Zagreb, meeting only minor clashes 
with Yugoslav forces. Finally, in the evening of the same day, the 
division entered Zagreb. It continued advancing to Karlovac the 
next day and established contact with advance Italian units coming 
from Fiume. 

The 8. Panzer-Division advanced through Slavonia to Osijek 
and over the River Sava on 12 April towards Beograd. The 16. 
Infanterie-Division (mot) crossed the Sava River but continued 
advancing in Bosnia to Sarajevo. Under the 2. Armee was Sturm- 
geschütz-Abteilung 184 with StuG III assault guns and Sd.Kfz. 250 
halftracks. This Abteilung (detachment) operated from the Reich, 
through Slovenia into Croatia. On 13 April it entered Zagreb. 

The advance from Romania started on 11 April. Attacking Wehr- 
macht and SS armoured forces crossed easily through Banat on 
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11-12 April and reached the Danube in the vicinity of Belgrade 
by 12 April, while other forces were still far from the capital. In 
the late afternoon a small unit from the SS Panzer-Division Das 
Reich, led by Obersturmführer Klingenberg, managed to cross the 
Danube beside the destroyed bridge, enter the city and formally 
capture it. He took the surrender from the city mayor. Klingenberg 
later became known as “the man who captured Belgrade”. During 
the night, elements of the 8. Panzer-Division also entered the city, 
and in the early morning of 13 April, spearheads of the 11. Panzer- 
Division did so too, along with General von Kleist (commander of 
Panzergruppe I), who was most ambitious to be the first to enter 
the Serbian capital. However, its forces faced the most serious re- 
sistance in central Serbia. 

In several encounters around Suva Reka on 13-14 April, the Ko- 
sovska Division managed to destroy several armoured vehicles. 
Further north, Wehrmacht forces entered central and western Ser- 
bia, occasionally finding isolated resistance that did not produce 
further delays in finishing the campaign. 

After it met Italian forces, the 74. Panzer-Division continued to 
advance into Bosnia, facing occasional Yugoslav resistance. On 
13-14 April, its forward elements reached the Jajce-Doboj line. 
Here, one detachment went towards the Posavina area and Sava 
River, where troops of the 2nd Yugoslav Army were gathering. 
Other columns separated in several directions and proceeded deep- 
er into Bosnia. Around Doboj and further south towards Sarajevo, 
Yugoslav forces resisted Wehrmacht tanks. Some Yugoslav R35 
tanks were used in clashes. After this, brief Yugoslav armoured 
resistance was crushed, and forward elements of the division en- 
tered Sarajevo. They continued south towards Mostar (16 April) 
and finally Dubrovnik (17 April). There they met Italians advanc- 
ing slowly from Albania. 

Following the deterioration of the situation on all fronts, on 15 
April the Yugoslav government requested a truce and a ceasefire 
was proclaimed. Two days later, on the evening of 17 April, the 
capitulation of the Yugoslav Army was signed. 

According to some incomplete accounts, German forces lost eight 
tanks, two assault guns, four halftracks and two other armoured 
vehicles. Probably this is a list of vehicles beyond the possibility 
of repair. Other vehicles in differing states of damage were recov- 
ered. 


Italian Armoured units in the April Campaign 


The Italian Army and its armoured units did not have a role as 
German units did in the campaign against the Kingdom of Yugo- 
slavia. Two of its three armoured (corazzata) divisions were as- 
signed to the Yugoslav campaign: the 131st “Centauro” Division 
in Albania and the 133rd “Littorio” Division close to the border of 
Yugoslavia. Three fast (celere) divisions, as well as the two titled 
“motorised” (“Pasubio” and “Torino” Divisions), were activated. 
All these forces assembled in the border zone near Yugoslavia. The 
main armoured vehicle in the arsenal of deployed divisions was 
the L3 light tank. There were only five M13/40 medium tanks per 
armoured division. : 

On 11 April, the Italian Army started crossing the Yugoslav border. 
Lead armoured forces headed over Postumia (Postojna) towards 
Ljubljana, the capital of Slovenia. The Raggruppamento celere 
consisted of the 1st Fast Division with III Gruppo Carri Leggeri 
“San Giorgio”, and it entered Ljubljana in the afternoon before 
proceeding south to Lika. 

“Littorio” armoured and fast units assembled in Fiume (Rijeka), 
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crossed the border at Susak on 11 April, and headed to the east 
towards Karlovac and south towards Split, parallel to the Adriatic 
coast. On the same day, Italian columns met forward elements of 
the Wehrmacht’s 14. Panzer-Division in the Gorski kotar area. Be- 
tween 12 and 18 April, Italian armoured and fast forces reached the 
southern parts of Dalmatia. 

Being part of IX Army in Albania, the “Centauro” Division re- 
mained in defensive positions. After the news of the ceasefire 
on 15 April and surrender of the Yugoslav Army on the 17th, 
the “Centauro” Armoured Division moved over the border and 
through Montenegro to reach the Adriatic shore, meeting Wehr- 
macht spearheads already in Dubrovnik. 

Italian armoured and fast units advanced mostly without difficulty 
or serious losses, and, meeting almost no resistance, they managed 
to take the parts of Yugoslavia allocated for Italian occupation. 


Entry of Hungarian and Bulgarian Forces 


The Hungarian government decided on 05 April 1941 to mobilise 
its forces and take part in the campaign against Yugoslavia. Among 
other infantry corps, the Fast Corps was mobilised with the inten- 
tion of taking major action against Hungary’s southern neighbour. 
This corps consisted of the Ist and 2nd Motorised Brigades and Ist 
Cavalry Brigade. These units consisted of light armour, motorised, 
bicycle and cavalry units. 

Hungarian forces were given the task of attacking Yugoslav posi- 
tions on a line within state boundaries, reaching the areas north 
of the Danube and south of the Drava River, to capture Novi Sad. 
They were ordered to wait for the advance of the Wehrmacht's 46. 
Armee-Korps from the region south of Lake Balaton, and then to 
enter Yugoslav territory. Hungarian forces started their movement 
on 11 April and advanced into Yugoslav territory against little re- 
sistance, as they were already demoralised or crushed by German 
forces. Photos and documentary clips showed the usage of Ansaldo 
L3 and Turan tanks and Csaba armoured cars in the campaign. The 
Germans planned to use the Hungarian Fast Corps in action in 
Bosnia towards Sarajevo. This corps, gathered in Hungarian parts 
of Baranja, passed through the city of Osijek (Esseg) in Slavonia 
on 15 April, but did not cross into Bosnia. Yugoslav forces had 
already cut all communications over the River Sava to Bosnia, and 
negotiations on the Yugoslav capitulation had already started. On 
19 April, the German OKW informed the Hungarian General Staff 
that engagement of their forces was no longer needed. On 23-24 
April, Hungarian forces started pulling back to their homeland, ex- 
cept for those forces left to undertake occupation duties in Baranja 
and Backa. 

Bulgarian forces entered Yugoslavia on 18 April 1941 when the 
campaign was over. Bulgarian troops occupied Macedonia and 
parts of eastern and southern Serbia. In Macedonia the 5th Army 
was deployed, this consisting of two (later three) infantry divisions 
with cavalry and motorised support. No armoured units were de- 
ployed. 


Uprising in Occupied Serbia, 


After the Yugoslav campaign was over, most Wehrmacht units 
started withdrawing from dissolved Yugoslavia. Later, in May, they 
were followed by troops returning from the conquest of Greece. 
During late May 1941, four infantry divisions were deployed, and 
these were tasked with garrison duties. Three arrived in occupied 
Serbia (the 704th, 714th and 717th) while one was stationed in 
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the Independent State of Croatia (718th). There were no armoured 
units since most were needed for the attack on the Soviet Union. 
The Wehrmacht organised three Stäbe (HQs) to gather captured, 
abandoned and wrecked Yugoslav armour. By the beginning of the 
summer, a total of 78 tanks had been gathered, which was almost 
two-thirds of all the Yugoslav Army had prior to the “April War”. 
The remaining third (around 40 vehicles) was probably totally de- 
stroyed or in non-operational condition. Some vehicles, at least 
couple of Skoda S-1Ds for example, were captured and pressed 
into Wehrmacht service during the campaign. 

Operation Barbarossa against the USSR was launched on 22 June 
1941 and this marked a deterioration of the security situation in 
Yugoslavia and the Balkans. Communists started to form armed 
groups in the countryside immediately after the attack, with the 
idea of helping the Soviet war effort, but they later started to pursue 
social revolution under the banner of resistance. Wehrmacht au- 
thorities despatched a Fiihrungsgruppe (Staff Group) of the Panzer 
Kompanie zur besonderen Verwendung 12 (Pz.Kp.z.b.V.12, or 12th 
Armoured Company for Special Purpose) to Belgrade. The inten- 
tion was that the company should be armed with captured ex-Yu- 
goslav armour. Some collected tanks had already been overhauled 
and prepared for use by the newly established “Hermann Göring 
Werke” plants in Mladenovac, a town 56km south of Belgrade. 
Events in Serbia during the summer of 1941 showed further re- 
inforcement of occupation forces was necessary. The communist 
uprising grew on a large scale. Even worse, national and royal- 
ist forces of the Yugoslav Homeland Army (later known as the 
Chetniks) also participated in attacks on Wehrmacht and Serbian 
security forces. Local Wehrmacht commands were using mobile 
detachments of truck-borne infantry to combat insurgents. Soon 
they started to reinforce units with improvised armed/armoured 
vehicles. 

In September 1941, Pz.Kp.z.b.V./2 was in action all over Serbia, 
scattered into platoons and groups and detached to garrisoned divi- 
sions. In mid-September, nearly 40 Renault R35 and FT-17 tanks 
were being operated within the company. Further, eight FT-17s 
were loaded onto auxiliary armoured trains (Behelfsmässige Panz- 
erziige). A total of 24 ex-Yugoslav R35s and 52 FT-17/18 tanks 
(some may have been taken from Greece or even France) were 
used in suppressing the communist/Serbian uprising in the autumn 
of 1941. 

Even harsh reprisals did not stabilise the security situation in Ser- 
bia. The OKW decided to reinforce its forces in Serbia. In mid-Sep- 
tember, the 725. Infanterie-Regiment (Reinforced) and Pz.Jäg.Abt. 
220 (tank destroyer) were transferred from Greece to Serbia. Later, 
in the period from 20-24 September, the 342. Infanterie-Division, 
along with /. Abteilung/Pz.Regt. 202, was transferred from France 
to Srem, from where they crossed into Serbia. This unit was imme- 
diately sent into action against insurgents on 27 September in the 
region of Sabac and south of the city. 

The J. Abteilung of the 202. Panzer-Regiment was formed in 
France with captured Beute equipment. It had around 20 Somua 
S35 (Pz.Kpfw. 35S 739 (f)) and around 40 Hotchkiss tanks (Pz. 
Kpfw. 38/39H 735 (f)) tanks. As anti-guerrilla operations continued 
during late September and October, the Abteilung was divided into 
companies. A couple of tanks were lost in action, and two were 
captured by insurgents in mid-October. 

Since the uprising had the clear intention of cutting the main rail- 
way communication running from Belgrade south to Greece or 
Bulgaria, armoured trains were deployed to Serbia to protect these 
vital railway lines. During the summer, armoured trains Nr. 23 and 
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Nr. 24 were reactivated and sent to Serbia. They were taking part 
in actions by the beginning of September. A number of other im- 
provised/auxiliary armoured trains were created and used on wide 
and narrow railroads in Serbia. 


Serbian Resistance Capture Wehrmacht Tanks 


Joint Serbian resistance members managed to destroy or capture 
several Wehrmacht tanks in combat during October 1941. In the 
region of Kragujevac-Gornji Milanovac, where harsh clashes oc- 
curred, a total of four tanks in different conditions were captured 
from Wehrmacht units. They were of three types: Hotchkiss, Re- 
nault R35 and Somua. Three of them formed a tank platoon, which 
was operated jointly by members of both resistance movements. 
Another unit was the “Motorised Column” formed with the Yu- 
goslav Homeland Army Main HQ. It had several vehicles, trucks 
and one armoured car of unknown British type (nicknamed ‘the 
Englishman’). As described, this vehicle was captured in Greece. 
The platoon of two tanks (Renault and Hotchkiss) was used in an 
attack on the besieged city of Kraljevo, where units of the 717th 
Infantry Division had been resisting for several weeks. In the at- 
tack on 31 October, tanks managed to enter deep into the city, but 
they were soon left without infantry cover and they retreated. This 
was the sole usage of the tank platoon against Wehrmacht forces. 
After the unsuccessful attack, the siege of Kraljevo collapsed. 
Even worse, hostilities between the two resistance movements 
started, and tanks were a matter of mutual clashes in the city of 
Cacak. Tanks were captured and recaptured several times during 
November. 

After the massive Wehrmacht operation launched in late Novem- 
ber against both resistance movements, two burned-out tanks were 
discovered by a battalion of the 342. Infanterie-Division on 29 No- 
vember in the region of Stolice. However, after the massive anti- 
guerrilla operation and collapse of the uprising in December 1941, 
there was no further use of armoured vehicles in Serbia by any of 
the resistance movements until the end of World War Two. 


Italian Armour in Yugoslavia 


After the occupation of Yugoslavia, the Italian Army deployed a 
respectable amount of forces for occupation duties. Among them 
were several armoured units. 

In the territory of Croatia, a demarcation line between the German 
and Italian zones was established on 23 April 1941. Troops of each 
army operated inside a designated zone. The HQ of the 2nd Army 
was in Karlovac nearly 50km from the Croatian capital Zagreb. 
The 2nd Army had four corps under its command. Three corps 
were in Croatia (V, VI and “Celere”) and one in Slovenia (XI). 
There were two Gruppo Carri L (light tank groups) deployed in Yu- 
goslavia. The gruppo was organised into four squadrons with three 
platoons (four vehicles each) and an HQ squadron. The Fast Corps 
headquartered in Lovran had under its command the 1st Divisione 
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Celere (Fast Division) *Eugenio di Savoia" with its HQ in Kar- 
lovac. It had 1? Gruppo Carri L “San Giusto" armed with the L3 
and deployed in various divisional garrisons in the area. Under the 
command of the *Marche" Infantry Division in Dubrovnik was II 
Gruppo Carri L “San Marco” belonging to the 2? Divisione Celere 
(Fast Division), which was not in Yugoslavia. II Gruppo, armed 
with L3s, was based in Trebinje and Dubrovnik. 

Since 1935, in the Dalmatian city of Zadar that was under Italian 
rule, there was the Compagnia Meccanizzata di Zara (Independent 
Mechanised Company Zara). In 1941 the company was equipped 
with L3s and most likely a couple of Lancia 1ZM armoured cars. 
On 29 July 1941, the company from Zara (Zadar) was sent as rein- 
forcements to the “Sassari” Division to break the blockade of the 
Drvar area and to provide security for the Gracac-Split railroad. 
From the end of 1941, the company was mainly used as an inter- 
vention unit in the areas of Dalmatia and Herzegovina. 

After armed resistance broke out in Yugoslavia and in Italian-con- 
trolled territories in the summer of 1941, 31? Regimento di Fante- 
ria Carrista (31st Regiment of Armoured Infantry) with its 1st and 
3rd Battalions was deployed. The regiment armed with L3s arrived 
in Dalmatia in late July 1941. Its 1st Battalion was subordinated to 
the *Sassari" Division of the 6th Corps in Split, Sibenik and Knin. 
The 3rd Battalion was sent to Montenegro. During the autumn of 
1941, 1/31st Regiment was engaged in anti-guerrilla operations in 
Bosanska Krajina and western Herzegovina. In one of the actions 
on 23 November 1941, the Partisans attacked an Italian column 
near Kupres. One light tank was set on fire and three trucks cap- 
tured. 

In the part of Slovenia occupied by the Italians (known as the Lju- 
bljana Zone), there were no armoured units left under the com- 
mand of XI Corps after April 1941. When communist groups 
appeared on the scene after the German attack on the USSR and 
started to hamper military communications, several measures were 
ordered. The “Isonzo” Division ordered the mounting of automatic 
weapons on vehicles and other measures for crew protection. 

A full-scale national uprising broke out in occupied Montenegro 
on 13 July 1941 as a response to the Italian idea of proclaiming its 
independence. There were no assigned Italian troops in the area 
available to react immediately. The Italian High Command rushed 
some troops from Albania and others from Dalmatia and Herzego- 
vina. Italian armoured units to first take action against the Monte- 
negro uprising was a tank company with obsolete Fiat 3000 tanks 
added to the “Mesina” Division, and a tank company that was at- 
tached to the Guarda Finanzia in the area of Skadar (Skutari). They 
were used to support anti-partisan actions during mid-July. One 
tank was reported lost on 17 July. Later, the 5th Company with L3 
light tanks was used whilst attached to the “Taro” Division. From 
mid-August, II Gruppo “San Marco” was engaged in Montenegro. 
This unit had its HQ and two companies in Trebinje and a further 
two companies in Dubrovnik and Budva, from whence they oper- 
ated and supported anti-guerrilla operations inside Montenegro. 
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The April 1941 
Campaign 


R35 tanks of the 2nd Battalion during the coup d’état on the 
morning of 27 March 1941 in downtown Belgrade. They bear 
the inscription ‘For the King and the Fatherland’. 

(Archiv Jugoslavije) 


An R35 with the number ‘9’ surrounded by Belgrade citizens 
that hailed the coup d’état and the overthrow of Yugoslavia’s 
short-lived membership on the Axis side, on 27 March 1941. 
(via Dejan Savic) 


Wehrmacht armoured units 
suffered some losses from 
Yugoslav anti-tank action, 
mostly in the eastern 

part of Yugoslavia. Here 

a broken down Panzer 

IV Ausf. C on the road 

is passed by a motorised 
column. 

(D. Napijalo collection, via 
B. Gajic) 
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A destroyed armoured truck with Yugoslav Army 
registration plate number ‘676’ somewhere in central 
Serbia in April 1941. 

(Dinko Predoevic collection) 


A famous photo that summarises the short campaign against the Kingdom of Yugoslavia: 
Generaloberst von Kleist salutes his Panzer forces at a parade held in front of the 
Yugoslav parliament. The date is 14 April 1941. 

(B. Dimitrijevic collection) 


A column of StuG III assault guns belonging to StuG.Abt. 191 seen in Belgrade, April 
1941. (VM 917) 
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Vehicles of the 
Wehrmacht’s 14. 


Panzer-Division led 
by an Sd.Kfz. 263 are 


moving through an 


enthusiastic crowd 
at Jelačića Platz, the 
central city square of 


Zagreb. 
(MRNH, OF 
7071/362/27A) 


Pz.Kpfw. III Ausf. HI 
Gs of the 14. Panzer- 
Division in Zagreb 
on 11 April 1941 
after the one-day 
dash from Hungary. 
Tanks are fitted with 
extra fuel cans in 
improvised wooden 
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Belonging to the 14. Panzer-Division, 
a Pz.Kpfw. II Ausf. C coded *8L5" is 
seen on Ilica Street, Zagreb, on 11 
April 1941. 

(MRNH, OF 6976/NDHOL 456-28/23) 


An Sd.Kfz. 223, part of the 
Wehrmacht column that entered 
<] the city of Petrinja on 13 April 

} 1941, attracted the attention of 
citizens. 

(Dinko Predoevic collection) 


An abandoned R35 (number *4976") of the 2nd 
Battalion, probably somewhere in north-central Bosnia. 
(Dinko Predoevic collection) 
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A captured R35 belonging to the Yugoslav 2nd 
Armoured Vehicle Battalion. After clashes in central 
Bosnia on 14 April, it is inspected by members of the 

14. Panzer-Division. 
(Dinko Predoevic collection) 


Wehrmacht commanders rush on towards ceasefire 
negotiations with representatives of the Yugoslav Army. 
They are passing a Yugoslav R35 around Doboj in 
Bosnia on 15 April 1941. 

(Dinko Predoevic collection) 


One Wehrmacht armoured unit enters a city in i 
Serbia in mid-April 1941. In front is a Pz.Kpfw. III 
(Panzerbefehlswagen Ausf. D) command tank with a ue m E 
Yugoslav officer acting as a peace negotiator or guide. ^ eae. , Ee 4 
(D. Napijalo collection via B. Gajic) = Pw -$ ri a 
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One of the five M13/40 tanks 
belonging to the “Littorio” 
Armoured Division on the move 
through Fiume (Rijeka) streets 
towards the Yugoslav border on 11 
April 1941. 

(Dinko Predoevic collection) 


Movement of the Italian 
“Littorio” Division through 
Fiume towards the Yugoslav 
border, 11 April 1941. Here the L3 
light tanks are being transported 
on special trailers. 

(Dinko Predoevic collection) 


Hungarian armoured units 
belonging to the Fast Corps 
somewhere in Backa, mid-April 
1941. A column of seven 35M 
Ansaldo Kis harckocsi light tanks is 
followed by a single Ford/Marmon 
truck. 

(VM 13658) 
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Hungarian armoured units belonging to the 
Fast Corps somewhere in Backa, mid-April 
1941. A single 38M Toldi I with its crew and 
commanding personnel. 

(VM 13659) 


Crews of the German 14. Panzer-Division await their 
turn to cross the Sava River at Slavonski Brod. Barely 
seen on the left side of a crowded river barge is an 
Sd.Kfz. 265 Sanitütskraftwagen I. 

(Dinko Predoevic collection) 


Withdrawal of the 14. Panzer-Division from the 

Yugoslav front in late April 1941. Pz.Kpfw. III Ausf. Hs 

x are seen here at the river barge crossing of the Sava 
N RR River at Slavonski Brod. 
N N (Dinko Predoevic collection) 
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Uprising in 
Serbia 1941 


Wehrmacht troops collecting Yugoslav war booty. Here a Renault-Kegresse M28 is on a Sonder-Anhänger 115 trailer at the village of Natalinci, central 
Serbia. Late April 1941. (Dinko Predoevic collection) 


Some FT-17s collected by the Wehrmacht in Arandelovac, central Serbia, in late April 1941. Clearly visible are differences between the standard 


FT-17 cast turret and octagonal Berliet-type turret. (Dinko Predoevic collection) 
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Nearly all Wehrmacht troops that 
took part in the Balkan campaign 
in the spring of 1941 used the 
pontoon bridge over the Sava River 
in downtown Belgrade, before 
proceeding towards the Eastern 
Front. 

(via Milos Jurisic) 


Armoured support to Wehrmacht } 
troops at the beginning of the Serbian 
uprising in the late summer of 1941 
was provided by Pz.Kp.z.b.V.12 formed 
with captured Yugoslav FT-17 tanks. 
(Aleksandar Smiljanic collection) 


Sent from France to back anti- 
guerrilla operations of the 
Wehrmacht’s 342. Infanterie-Division 
was 1. Abt/Pz.Rgt. 202. Here, elements 
are seen advancing, led by a single 
Somua tank somewhere in northwest 
Serbia. 

(A.J. Bidinger Collection 36-193) 
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Joint Yugoslav Homeland Army and Partisan forces riding 
on a captured Hotchkiss from 1./Pz.Abt. 202 in Gornji 
Milanovac in mid-October 1941. 

(Aleksandar Smiljanic collection) 


Partisan forces on a captured Somua in central Serbia in the 
autumn of 1941. There is no further evidence of this tank’s 
usage with the uprising later on. 

(Valjevo Museum, 534) 


A Wehrmacht motorised column equipped with captured British Ford CMP trucks, presumably captured in Greece earlier that year, halted by a 


truck broken down on the road (Serbia, autumn 1941). (Museum Kraljevo/VM 20838) 
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To crush the Serbian uprising, the Wehrmacht engaged several ‘regular’ and auxiliary (improvised) armoured trains. Here, Armoured Train Nr. 23 is 
carrying a distinctive emblem - a skull with crossed gun barrels. It was seen on the Belgrade-Nish railway in the autumn of 1941. 
(Aleksandar Smiljanic collection) 
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A tank platoon of Pz.Kp.z.b.V.12 with Renault R35s surrounded by their crews and infantry during combat in central Serbia in late autumn, 1941. 
(VM 20832) 


A dramatic view of three Wehrmacht soldiers carrying their dead comrade after a battle with Serbian insurgents. In the background are two R35s 


used for infantry support in the late autumn of 1941. (VM 20833) 
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Hungarian and Italian 
= Armour 


Hungarian forces during operations in the city of Beéej in occupied Backa. In the foreground is a Toldi tank and a Steyr Typ 50 passenger car 
nicknamed ‘Steyr Baby’, while in the background troops are being transported in Ford/Marmon 2.5-ton trucks. (AJ RZ II 1361) 


Hungarian forces deployed several armoured trains for the control of occupied Backa areas. Here, No. 101 or No. 103 is seen near a destroyed 


railway bridge at Bačko Gradište in the autumn of 1941. (Muzej Vojvodine 8999/10436) 
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Seen at a parade in Subotica (Szabatka) in 1942 — a Hansa-Lloyd 37M (le Zgkw 3t) halftrack built under licence in Hungary. 
(Aleksandar Smiljanic collection) 


The commander of the Italian 2nd Army, General Ambrosio, inspects Gruppo Carri L *San Giusto" equipped with L3 light tanks in Karlovac, 
Croatia, on 17 May 1941. (Stefano di Giusto collection) 
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The 4th Squadron of Gruppo “San Giusto" seen in a parade in Gospić, Croatia, on 13 
May 1942. In the first L3/35 vehicle is the unit commander, Lieutenant Corda. 
(Stefano di Giusto collection) 
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One of the L3s captured by Montenegrin Partisans in the 
late autumn of 1941. Italian infantry supported by L3 light tanks in action somewhere in Dalmatia, 1941. 
(VM 13896) (HPM Zagreb via D. Predoevic) 
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Wehrmacht and SS Armoured Units in Serbia 


In winter operations against the resistance in Serbia, armoured 
vehicles of Pz.Abt. 1/202 and Pz.Kp.z.b.V.12 operated around 150 
Beute tanks. In late December 1941, Pz.Abt. 1/202 had 65 Hotch- 
kiss and Somua tanks, while Pz.Kp.z.b.V.12 had deployed a remark- 
able 18 tank platoons with nearly 90 tanks! Five of its platoons had 
already transferred to Bosnia for employment against the Serbian 
and communist resistance. There were two regular (Nr. 23 and 24) 
armoured trains and more than 25 auxiliary/improvised armoured 
trains in action. Most were in Serbia, and six deployed into Bosnia 
with the 7/8. Infanterie-Division. 

After the collapse of the Serbian/communist resistance, most Wehr- 
macht forces started to withdraw to other duties. Some units re- 
turned to previous duties, while others were deployed in Bosnia, 
Croatia or Greece to continue combating local insurgencies. For 
garrison duties in Serbia, neighbouring Bulgaria deployed its 1st 
Occupation Corps of three divisions in mid-January 1942. The Bul- 
garians did not use armour in Serbia except in some operations later 
in 1943. 

In 1942, the 5. Polizei-Regiment (police) was formed and deployed 
for duties into Serbia. This regiment was later motorised. Although 
not in the formal structure of a regiment, there is photographic evi- 
dence of Panhard armoured cars being used, most likely with this 
regiment later in 1943-44. 

Another armoured unit appeared in Serbia in the autumn of 1942. 
Under the command of SS and Polizei authorities in Serbia, the 7. 
SS Freiwilligen-Gebirgs-Division Prinz Eugen Volunteer Mountain 
Division was formed in Banat during the summer of 1942. This di- 
vision was organised from the Yugoslav Volksdeutsche (native Ger- 
mans living abroad) population, mostly living in Vojvodina. Since 
it was organised for use against the resistance, contrary to usual SS 
or mountain/Gebirgsjäger divisions, Prinz Eugen had in its struc- 
ture a Panzer company (Pz.Kp. 7). This unit deployed to Serbia in 
September 1942. It had Beute Char B2 flamethrower tanks and a 
couple of armoured cars. The division remained in Serbia for gar- 
rison duties until January 1943. 


Armoured 
Trains 


Armoured 
Auxiliary 
Trains 


Unit Tank Units 


Stab Pz.Kp.z.b.V.12 
with 4th and 14th 


No. 6 (attached 
to 714. 


Kommandierender 
General und 


Befehlshaber Serbien | Tank Platoons Infanterie- 
Division) 
SS Freiwilligen- Pz.Kp. 7 No. 102 and 205 
Gebirgs-Division (with 17 tanks and 2 
Prinz Eugen armoured cars) 
704. Infanterie- Ist and 2nd Tank No. 106, 202 and 
Division Platoon of 203 
Pz Kp.z.b.V.12 
714. Infanterie- WPz.Abt. 202 No. 209 No. 6 
Division (Stab, St. Kp, 1., 2., 3. 
Pz Kp.) 
717. Infanterie- 3rd, Sth, 6th, 11th, 
Division 12th and 13th Tank 
Platoon of 
Pz.Kp.z.b.V.12 


No. 24 and 
PTUS 


7th, 8th, 9th and 10th | No. 103, 104 and 
Tank Platoon of 105 
Pz.Kp.z.b.V.12 


718. Infanterie- 
Division 


No, 101, 206, 
207 and 208 


ist Bulgarian Occ. 
Corps 


German armoured units in occupied Serbia and the independent state of 
Croatia, 15 October 1942 


Wehrmacht Armour in Anti-Partisan Operations 
in Croatia 


After the uprising in Serbia was crushed, Wehrmacht forces con- 
tinued to be engaged against insurgencies in east Bosnia. In these 
areas the uprising was mostly an act of Serbian resistance to new 
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Independent State of Croatia authorities. There were no Wehrmacht 
armoured units deployed. However, since the summer, several im- 
provised German/Croatian armed or armoured trains were used 
throughout northern/eastern Bosnia. 

The action continued in January after the 342. Infanterie-Division 
crossed Drina and started operations against (Serbian) guerrillas. /. 
Abteilung/Pz.Regt. 202 was attached to this division and provided 
support in further clashes. On 24 January 1942, the Abteilung re- 
turned to Serbia. In these operations in the period 15-18 January, 
one tank “of German origin” was recaptured from the Serbian re- 
sistance. 

Operating as a kind of federation of separate tank platoons, 
Pz.Kp.z.b.V.12 deployed a couple of its platoons into combat in 
Bosnia in January 1942. Four tank platoons (numbered 7-10) were 
used through the year under the command of the 7/4. and 718. 
Infanterie-Division in Bosnia. Platoons were also based separately. 
For example, in late May 1942 the 7th and 10th Platoons were in 
Sarajevo, the 8th Platoon was in Tuzla, while the 9th Platoon was 
in Slavonski Brod, no matter that they were subordinated to the 
same (718th) division at that time. The platoons were used around 
Sokolac and Han Pijesak (April) and in the huge combined Trio 
operation (April/June). 

After a period of rest and recovery in Serbia, /. Abteilung/Pz.Regt. 
202 deployed again in May 1942. As part of Kampfgruppe West- 
Bosnien, it took part in anti-Partisan operations on Kozara Moun- 
tain. Reports showed that the Abteilung had 59 tanks on strength, of 
which some remained in Sabac, Serbia. Until 15 June, at least two 
Hotchkiss tanks were lost in action. 

Besides the action on Kozara Mountain, units of Abteilung 1/202 
were engaged to protect the Zagreb-Beograd railroad and around 
the HQ in Slavonski Brod. Further east, the 13th and 14th Platoons 
of Pz.Kp.z.b.V.12 were deployed in Srem to secure the railroad and 
protect the end of harvest. At the end of August, these two platoons 
were attached to Kampfgruppe Borowski and involved in action 
against partisans in Fruska Gora. 

Further, in the second half of 1942, Abteilung 1/202 was used 
during clashes in Banija (July/August) south of Banja Luka (De- 
cember). Four platoons of Pz.Kp.z.b.V.12 were used in eastern and 
central Bosnia, and one or two platoons in Srem. Other platoons 
remained in Serbia, as well as the HQ of Abteilung 1/202. 


Armoured units in Reich-Controlled Parts of Slovenia, 
1942-43 


After the April 1941 defeat of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia, the ter- 
ritory of Slovenia was separated between Italy and the Third Reich. 
Italian-controlled territory was titled the Ljubljana Zone while the 
parts annexed by Germany were added to the already existing ter- 
ritorial organisations of Steyrmark and Karanen. The appearance of 
communist groups after 22 June 1941 started to deteriorate the se- 
curity situation. Several clashes with Partisans and their ambushes 
caused scores of dead policemen. 

To counter the security problem in occupied Slovenia, the Pol.E 
Stab Siidost was activated on 17 December 1941. It was intended 
that this Stab should control all anti-guerrilla operations in Reich- 
controlled parts of Slovenia. For this purpose, a Panzerspäh Zug 
with four Tatra OA vz. 30 armoured cars and 25 other support ve- 
hicles was added. This Zug (platoon), formed in Prague, arrived in 
Kranj (Crainburg) on 22 December 1941. Each Tatra vehicle was 
used as a basis for creating one Pz.Späh Trupp, which consisted of 
vehicles and motorcycles. This “Tatra” Zug was extensively used 
in combat throughout 1942 in Gorenjska (Oberkrain), and it was 
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added to the different Ordnungspolizei or Wehrmannschaft units. 
It was used even for postal service protection. Finally, in the late 
summer of 1943, this Panzerspäh-Zug was incorporated into Pol. 
Pz.Kp. 14 as its 1st Platoon. 

Since the security situation in Reich-controlled Slovenia did not 
improve, a much stronger police unit arrived in July 1942. It was 
Polizei-Gebirgsjäger-Regiment 18. This regiment contained the 
Polizei-Pz.Kw.-Abteilung with two platoons equipped with six 
Steyr ADGZ armoured cars and two platoons with ten R35 tanks 
and some other vehicles. This unit was formed at the Police Ar- 
moured School in Vienna and then transferred to Kranj. It was 
later used to support actions against Partisans in Oberkrain until 
late 1942, when it was transferred to the Eastern Front. Much later, 
this Abteilung returned to Vienna in July 1944, reorganised into a 
company within the Police School in Vienna, and again returned 
to Oberkrain/Slovenia in 1945 as Pol.Pz.Kp. 1. It subsequently re- 
mained there until the end of the war. Finally, since 1943 an (im- 
provised/auxiliary) armoured train was used from Jesenice Railway 
Station for patrolling the area north of Ljubljana. 


Italian Armour in Yugoslavia 


During 1942, the Italian force structure went through several 
changes. The 18th Corps was established in Split on 18 February 
1942, with an area of responsibility encompassing central Dalmatia 
to the Neretva River. The 6th Corps moved to Dubrovnik and was 
tasked with a new area of responsibility: southern Dalmatia and the 
area south of the Neretva River. On 09 May 1942, the 2nd Army 
was renamed Supreme Command for Slovenia and Dalmatia (Su- 
persloda). The Supersloda had three corps in the territory of Croatia 
(V, VI and XVIII) and one in Slovenia (XI). 

It was obvious Italian military and political structures were not pre- 
pared for a guerrilla war in Yugoslavia and that they were surprised 
by the armed uprising and ethnic clashes in 1941. During 1942, 
the resistance grew all across Italian-occupied territories. Their ar- 
moured units were used in attacks on partisans as well as for escort- 
ing transports. 

Around 200 Italian armoured vehicles were available in the Balkans 
but these were insufficient. Besides the quantity, the main problem 
for Italians was the L3 light tank with its inadequate firepower and 
low mobility. Italian military estimations from HQs in Yugoslavia 
asked for the delivery of wheeled armoured vehicles that could pro- 
vide infantry with protection, mobility and firepower. In response 
to these requests, Italian units began receiving Autoprotteto AS 37 
and Autoblinda AB 41 armoured cars and Fiat 665NM armoured 
trucks during 1942. Besides these vehicles, Italian units also used a 
number of field-produced/modified armoured vehicles. The Auto- 
blindas were mostly allocated to corps and divisional headquarters, 
while the Autoprottetos and armoured trucks were attached to divi- 
sions. 

Besides armoured units, the Italian Army in Yugoslavia in 1942 
started to use railway armoured vehicles. These were used to pro- 
tect railway communications in their areas of responsibility. There 
were four armoured trains (Treno blindato, TB), three in Croatia 
and one in Slovenia during 1942. In mid-1942, two company-sized 
units of Autoblinda AB 40 ferroviariae railway armoured cars were 
deployed to Yugoslavia. Each company had two platoons with five 
AB 40s. They were assigned to 2? Ragruppamento genio ferrovieri 
mobilitato (Mobile Railway Engineer Group) in Susak near Fiume. 
The 1st Company with ten vehicles was activated in late May 1942. 
The 2nd Company commenced patrolling in late August 1942. 
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Italian Armour in Slovenia 


For force protection and the defence of convoys commuting be- 
tween Italian garrisons in the Ljubljana Zone, several ‘manoeu- 
vre' groups were formed. These mobile groups consisted of armed 
trucks and other vehicles with infantry and some light towed anti- 
tank artillery. Since May 1942, these groups were augmented with 
light tanks and were sized from platoon to company levels. Docu- 
ments show that from May 1942 the Italian Army introduced me- 
dium tanks (carri M). They were used in platoon-size units in the 
Ljubljana or Velike Bloke areas to escort convoys and destroy road 
barricades. Armoured cars, most likely Autoblinda AB 41 or Auto- 
protteto AS 37, appeared from June onwards, first with the “Ison- 
zo" Division at Novo Mesto. Finally, in late September 1942 some 
armoured Fiat trucks were identified at several locations around 
Ljubljana. 

During 1942 on railways in the Ljubljana Zone, Italian forces 
deployed a TB Nr.8 armoured train for control of the Ljubljana- 
Postojna line. In the same year, some Littorine blindate and AB 40 
ferroviariae armoured cars, converted for railway use, were em- 
ployed on main railway routes in the province: Rakek-Ljubljana, 
Ljubljana-Grosuplje-Metlika and Grosuplje-Kocevje (Gottschee). 
These railway armoured vehicles were used for patrols and the pro- 
tection of military transports. 


Italian Armour in Croatia 


Italian armoured units were used in 1942 throughout their area of 
responsibility in the Independent State of Croatia, in places such as 
Gorski Kotar, Lika and northern Dalmatia. They were used in near- 
ly constant attacks on partisans, in defending surrounded garrisons 
and strongholds, and in escorting convoys and supply columns. In 
the summer of 1942, armoured elements were even used in actions 
on the islands of Brac and Hvar. 

In Croatia in the first half of 1942 there were: the L3-equipped 1? 
and II Gruppo, 1st Battalion/31st Regiment and Independent Mech- 
anised Company Zara. They were used separated into companies 
and sometimes even platoons, and were deployed under the com- 
mand of divisions responsible for certain operations or areas. In 
1942, a few additional units appeared in Croatia such as the 2nd 
Battalion/4th Mechanised Infantry Regiment equipped with L3s 
and L3 Lf (lanciafiamme) flamethrower versions. This battalion 
was expanded with the 2nd Independent Company of Armoured 
Flamethrowers, also with the L3 Lf. In September 1942, a report 
showed the presence of the 7th Flamethrower Company in central 
Dalmatia. 

It is hard to list all the clashes, but in several of them the Italians 
lost some vehicles. At least three L3s were captured and used by 
the Partisans in 1942. At the end of 1942, Italian forces in Croatian 
territory were mostly restricted to base in larger garrisons and in 
movements along main communication routes. 

Three armoured trains were deployed on Croatian railroads in 
1942. These were the armoured trains TB 7 on the Knin-Split rail- 
road, TB 9 on the Susak-Delnice railroad and TB 10 on the railroad 
between Ogulin and Delnice. For patrolling, they used modified 
AB 40s operating in platoons from the Susak, Ogulin and Knin 
Railway Stations. 


Partisans Capture Italian Armour 


Until the end of 1941, Partisans occasionally managed to capture 
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in combat some Italian armoured vehicles. If the vehicles were 
captured intact, they were immediately used against their previous 
owners. Mostly Partisan usage was of short duration, mainly until 
available fuel or ammunition ran out. 

On 26 November 1941, Herzegovina-Montenegro Partisan units at- 
tacked an Italian column near the village of Viluse. They managed 
to capture three L3 light tanks. Those were then used in an attack 
on the Croatian stronghold in the village of Lastva, close to the 
city of Trebinje, on 27-28 November. The L3s were driven by their 
captured Italian drivers while the gunners were guerrillas. Later the 
L3s were hidden near Viluse and remained there until late August 
1942 when Italian forces discovered and repatriated them. 

After two days of fighting, Partisans in Lika captured two L3s on 
23-24 January 1942 in the area of Ljubovo. They were attached to 
the “Re” Division. Captured L3s were transferred to the town of 
Korenica, where they formed the Tank Platoon of the Ist Lika Par- 
tisan Detachment. The platoon’s first combat was in late April 1942 
in an attack on the Ustasa garrisons at Prijeboj and Podlapac. Much 
later, on 04 June 1942, the L3 platoon was activated for an attack 
on the Croatian garrison in Udbina. One of the L3s was heavily 
damaged in fierce combat but it was recovered from the site and 
repaired. Partisan L3s were again used against the stronghold of 
Udbina from 21-23 August 1942. 

Another Italian L3 was captured on 17 October 1942 when Par- 
tisans attacked a large Italian column near the village of Poloj in 
the Kordun region. This L3 was used immediately in combat on 
23 October at Tusilovic and on 28-29 October in Rakovica against 
Croatian forces. At that time the Lika Partisan L3 Platoon had three 
tankettes at its disposal. It was transferred under the command of 
the 1st Operational Zone HQ for Croatia. The Tank Platoon was 
engaged in further fighting during November-December 1942, and 
it was then hidden during the winter around Korenica. 


Armour of Croatian Homeland and Ustasa Forces 


Immediately after the proclamation of the Independent State of 
Croatia on 10 April 1941, different Croatian forces started to be 
organised. This Axis state had its forces organised around Home- 
land Forces (Domobranstvo) and Ustasa Forces (Ustaska Vojnica). 
Ustasa emerged in April 1941 as paramilitary bands, but soon 
turned into an elite corps of the Croatian Armed Forces. 

The creation of Croatian armoured units occurred on 01 July 1941. 
An order was issued by the Land Forces Command requesting all 
military personnel who had served in armoured units of the Yu- 
goslav Army to report to the 1st Automobile Battalion in Zagreb. 
However, there were no available armoured vehicles. Croatian 
military authorities tried to obtain some heavy weapons remaining 
after the surrender of the Yugoslav Army, but the German military 
authorities did not allow it. 

It is an unusual case that Croatian armoured units were developed 
in parallel with the Homeland Forces and Ustasa Forces. Even later, 
their units were subordinated to separate command structures. 

It was no matter that Homeland Forces had already started to gather 
armoured personnel, because Ustasa Forces were the first to ob- 
tain tanks. By the end of summer 1941, they had received from 
Italy a batch of L3 light tanks and created the Tank Company of 
the Poglavnik Bodyguard Unit (known by the abbreviation PTS). 
Much later, at the beginning of November 1942, a further ten L3s, 
15 Kovacs engines and ammunition were obtained from Hungary. 
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This enabled development of the Ustasa armoured unit into three 
tank companies. Two of them were with the Poglavnik Bodyguard 
and the third was sent to Gospić. 

The Homeland Forces purchased only four Pz.Kpfw. I tanks from 
Germany, most likely in September 1941, as they were engaged 
in combat with these in Bosnia in October 1941. By the begin- 
ning of 1942, they had obtained twelve French-built tank turrets 
with 47mm guns, and 40 Steyr staff cars. In May 1942, a further 
16 Beute TKS light tanks (plus four for spare parts) were obtained 
from the German authorities in Poland. These Panzer I and TKS 
light tanks (known in Croatian service as “Krupp” and “Ursus” by 
their manufacturers) organised the Homeland Light Tank Company 
in the spring of 1942. This company was located in Daruvar, and 
some of its tanks were sent to Sarajevo with III Corps District, 
where they also formed a tank company. In December 1942, land 
forces of the Domobranstvo had 534 vehicles of all kind at its dis- 
posal. Among them there were 16 Ursus tanks, four Krupp tanks 
and a single armoured Vomag. 

The first appearance of Ustasa L3 vehicles in front of the Croa- 
tian leader (Poglavnik) Ante Pavelic and the public was at a parade 
in Zagreb on 08 December 1941. Some tanks were used immedi- 
ately in counterinsurgency operations in the Kordun area the same 
month. In the same area, the Poglavnik Bodyguard Unit with five 
tanks and 14 motorcycles was operating in April-May 1942. 

The Homeland Pz.Kpfw. I tanks were used in action against Serbian 
insurgents and Partisans in the area of Ozren Mountain in Bosnia 
in December 1941. One of the tanks was briefly captured by insur- 
gents. Later in April 1942, in the Sarajevo area, Partisans witnessed 
a Croatian column with two “old Yugoslav tanks with a three-man 
crew armed with a single machinegun”. 

Throughout 1942, Ustasa and Homeland tanks were deployed tem- 
porarily to support units fighting against Partisans all over Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. On 24 May 1942, Partisans from the 2nd Kra- 
jiski Detachment captured two L3s near Bosanska Dubica. During 
the so-called “Kozara Offensive", both were lost. Ustasa L3s were 
also used around Prijedor in June, and along with Homeland tanks 
in western Herzegovina in the summer of 1942. Some Homeland 
tanks supported the Ustasa around Bugojno in September 1942. 
The Light Tank Company armed with Ursus tanks was deployed 
in Daruvar. From the autumn until the end of 1942, the unit was 
engaged in combat with Partisans in Slavonia. On the other side, 
Ustasa L3s from Zagreb were used in action against Partisans in 
Kordun in December 1942. 

A lack of armoured vehicles and an urgent need for troop support 
led to several indigenous improvised armoured vehicles for Croa- 
tian Ustasa forces in Bosnia. In May 1942, Ustasa Forces in west- 
ern Herzegovina used a couple of improvised armoured vehicles 
called *Oklopni Samovoz". They were used in the whole region of 
central Bosnia and western Herzegovina throughout 1942. Parti- 
sans managed to capture one of these vehicles and it was used in the 
attack on the Croatian garrison in Kupres in December 1942. Later 
it was recaptured by the Ustasa. 

In May 1942, Partisans used two vehicles armoured locally in a 
workshop at the Ljubija mines. These were Fiat and Magirus 
trucks, probably originally designed by Croatian forces but cap- 
tured by Partisans who finished them. After the start of German 
operations in western Bosnia, they: were captured and used by 
Wehrmacht forces. 
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Wehrmacht Panzers in 


Anti-Partisan Warfare 


A parade of the company 
belonging to 1./Pz.Abt. 202 
garrisoned in Serbia during 
1942. There are a total of 

14 Hotchkiss tanks, one 
unidentified light “tank” and 
two Manschaftstransportwagen 
troop carriers that can be seen. 
(D. Napijalo collection via B. 
Gajic) 


The 7. SS-Freiwilligen-Gebirgs-Division Prinz Eugen was formed in Banat After crossing into Bosnia in 1942 for further anti-guerrilla operations, 
in the summer of 1942. Its Pz.Kp. 7, equipped with Beute flamethrower crews of 1./Pz.Abt. 202 or Pz.Kp.z.b.V.12 are welcomed by the local 


Char B2 tanks, was used in Serbia until the beginning of 1943. 
(via P. Miladinovic) 
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Muslim population. 
(VM 17884) 


A captured British Marmon 
Herrington Mk II armoured car 
used as a radio/command vehicle 
by an unknown Wehrmacht unit 
in eastern Bosnia in the spring 
of 1942. 

(MNZS via D. Predoevic) 


This Ustasa soldier fires from behind an R35 belonging to a tank platoon of Pz.Kp.z.b.V.12 that deployed from Serbia to Bosnia in 1942. It still carries 
an earlier Yugoslav number ‘4981’. (via D. Predoevic) 


The transfer of 1./Pz.Abt. 202 Hotchkiss vehicles from Serbia into Bosnia in 1942 over the Drina River. See also page overleaf. (via Amir Obhodjas) 
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The platoon of Hotchkiss tanks from 3.Kp, 1./Pz.Abt. 202 stuck in a Bosnian forest during a chase of Partisan guerrillas (June 1942). Tank ‘334° is 
surrounded by Croatian infantry. (Dinko Predoevic collection) 
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Beute-Somua number ‘302’ of 1./Pz.Abt.202 during a tactical halt in the wintery terrain typical for operations on the Balkans. (Jochen Vollert Archives) 
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Another Beute Somua S35 tank ‘I 11’ belonging to the command platoon of 1./Pz.Abt. 202 helps to recover a 4,7 cm PaK (t) anti-tank gun from the 
mud during operations in mid-1942. The images clearly reveal the differences in terrain where the Somuas of 1./Pz.Abt 202 operated in 1942/1943: 
from the mountainous regions of Bosnia to the lowlands of northern Dalmatia. (Dinko Predoevic collection / Jochen Vollert Archives) 
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By many regarded as the best French tank of World War 2 the Somua $35, captured by the Wehrmacht in France in 1940, was the best armoured 
tank on the Balkans. In firepower only the German Pz.Kpfw. IV medium tank and Sturmgeschiitz III assault gun were able to compete. On these 


photos command tank ‘II 01’ is seen in a typical Yugoslav village while tank number ‘101° is leading a column in the karst terrain so typical for many 
Balkan regions. (Jochen Vollert Archives) 
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An interesting look at a camp of the Ist Company of 1./Pz.Abt. 202 at 
Bosanski Novi, prior to a massive anti-Partisan operation on Kozara 
Mountain that took place throughout the summer of 1942. 

(via D. Predoevic) 


A Wehrmacht Hotchkiss H39 from Pz.Kp.z.b.V. 12 trapped in mud in 
central Bosnia in mid-1942. (MRNH F-142/18A) 


A Partisan-improvised armoured vehicle made in a local workshop in the Several improvised armoured trains were formed and used in Serbia and 


Ljubija mines was captured in operations on Kozara Mountain. Here it is Croatia by the Wehrmacht from late 1941. Most were using captured 
being tested by the Wehrmacht and Croatian forces in June 1942. FT-17s in open cars for fire support. 
(Mario Raguz collection) - (Dinko Predoevic collection) 
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An improvised armoured vehicle used in anti-Partisan operations in Bosnia in 1942, supporting Einsatzstaffel Prinz Eugen. This vehicle was captured 
in May 1945 on an abandoned transport train northwest of Ljubljana, Slovenia. (Tomislav Aralica collection) 
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Italians in Action 
in Dalmatia 


The crew of an L3 surrounded by Blackshirt infantry 
somewhere in Dalmatia in 1942. It is a good illustration 
of the uniforms and personal equipment of Italian tank 

crews. 
(HPM Zagreb via D. Predoevic) 


Italian armoured units during anti-guerrilla operations 
in Dalmatia, 1942. Here, a command version of the L3 
is equipped with an RF 1 CA radio, and it belongs to 
IV/31? Regimento di fanteria carrista. 

(HPM Zagreb via D. Predoevic) 
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Belonging to the 4th Company of 31° Regimento di fanteria carrista, an L3 with the registration plate ‘RE 318(3)’ is seen in a Dalmatian city. 


(HPM Zagreb via D. Predoevic) 
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A close-up of an L3 light tank, most likely 
from 31? Regimento di fanteria carrista, 
somewhere in Dalmatia in 1942. 

(HPM Zagreb via D. Predoevic) 


Autoblinda-ferroviariae AB 40 
railway armoured cars were used by 
2? Raggrupamento genio ferrovieri 
mobilitato for patrolling those parts 
of Croatia and Slovenia controlled by 
Italian forces in 1942-43. 

(MNZS via D. Predoevic) 


Some Italian troops with Serbian Chetniks of the 
Anti-Communist Volunteer Militia loaded in an S 37 
Autoprotteto in Dalmatia, 1943. Clearly visible is a 
mountain goat, the emblem of an unidentified unit. 
(HPM Zagreb via D. Predoevic) 
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The same location but a different occasion - a parade held on 05 December 1941 was the first public appearance of L3s delivered to the Ustasa 


Poglavnik Bodyguard Unit. (Dinko Predoevic collection) 
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Two Panzer I Ausf. A tanks during a photo session for the press in the vicinity of Zagreb at 


the beginning of 1942. They were used for the creation of the Homeland Forces Light Tank 
Company. (HDA via D. Predoevic) 


A Panzerkampfwagen I Ausf. A showing the distinctive Croatian chequerboard 
coat of arms. (MRNH FR 7005) 
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Colonel Simic of the Croatian Homeland Forces and Major Boban of 
the Ustasa posing in front of a Pz.Kpfw. I during operations in western 
Herzegovina in the summer of 1942. (HPM via D. Predoevic) 
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A platoon of Croatian Homeland TK-3 
Ursus light tanks engaged in anti- 
guerrilla operations in support of the 
1st Battalion of Einsatzstaffel Prinz 
Eugen (1942). 

(Tomislav Aralica collection) 
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Armoured camaraderie. Two Ustasa L3s 
are recovering a Wehrmacht Hotchkiss H39 
from Pz.Kp.z.b.V. 12. It was trapped in mud 
somewhere in central Bosnia in mid-1942. 
(HPM via D. Predoevic) 


This L3 belongs to the Ustasa 

a s M 

UAE E e N armoured unit and it was seen at rest 

mE ee) Po EAT LEN in the highland region between Jajce 

; : , à Y and Donji Vakuf, Bosnia, in mid-1942. 
\ (MRNH F/142/16A) 
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At least one Royal Yugoslav R35 was 
captured by Croatian (Ustasa) forces 
after the campaign in April 1941. Seen 
here much later, this vehicle has no 
typical turret modification as appeared 
on other R35s used by the Wehrmacht. 
(HPM via S. Pogacic) 
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An improvised armoured 
vehicle built on a lorry chassis 
and armed with a Schwarzlose 
machine gun, supporting 
Ustasa forces and local 
Croatian militia in Kupres, 
Bosnia, in mid-1942. 

(HPM via D. Predoevic) 


Another improvised armoured 
vehicle of the same concept 
and armament as the previous 
photo. It carries the Ustasa 
sign on the hull and armoured 
body. It was seen in a central 
Bosnian town in late 1942. 
(HDA via D. Predoevic) 
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German Armoured Units in Operations 
Weiss and Schwarz 


In December 1942 to January 1943, German and Italian headquarters 
prepared a joint anti-resistance operation named Weiss. The opera- 
tion was to be conducted in three phases with the aim of destroy- 
ing the Partisans that had established control of territory in western 
Bosnia (Phase I and II), later the destruction of the Chetniks (Phase 
II), and to secure the Adriatic coast from possible Allied landings. 
Operation Weiss started from the Sava and the Kupa Rivers, and the 
Lika area in the north and west. It was conducted all the way to east- 
ern Herzegovina and Montenegro. 

The main task fell to German units - several Wehrmacht infantry 
divisions (187th, 369th, 714th, 717th and 718th), as well as the SS 
Freiwilligen-Gebirgs-Division Prinz Eugen that arrived in January 
1943 from Serbia. This SS division with its newly established 369th 
(Croat) Division had the main task. The Italians deployed their V 
Corps with the “Re”, “Sassari” and “Lombardia” Divisions, but 
mostly on the flanks and in the direction leading to Lika. 

Operation Weiss began on 20 January 1943. The main body of the 
Partisan force retreated whilst in combat towards Herzegovina with 
the aim of avoiding encirclement and to establish a new territory in 
eastern Herzegovina, Montenegro and, if possible, back in Serbia. 
Tito’s Partisans managed to cross the Neretva in mid-March and to 
move their main force into eastern Herzegovina to avoid destruction. 
There were only two German armoured units involved in combat 
during Operation Weiss: 1. Kp./Pz.Abt. 202 attached to different in- 
fantry divisions (369th, 717th or 718th) and Pz.Kp. 7 of the SS Frei- 
willigen-Gebirgs-Division Prinz Eugen. Prior to the start of Weiss, 
they had converted to Hotchkiss Beute tanks. Both units were active 
in combat throughout the operation, reaching central Bosnia (Abr. 
1/202) and Herzegovina (Pz.Kp. 7) by late March 1943. A couple of 
their tanks were lost in action, and a further two were captured by 
Partisans. In one of the clashes at Ramici, the commander of //202, 
Lt.Col von Geyso, was killed. 

Since the main body of Partisans avoided destruction in Operation 
Weiss, and following developments in the Mediterranean, the Ger- 
man High Command anticipated the possibility of Allied landings 
in Yugoslavia. A new operation was prepared under the title Opera- 
tion Schwarz. The intention was to destroy the Chetniks immediately 
after crossing the Neretva, and later to destroy main Partisan forces 
by pushing them towards the mountains of Montenegro. Besides the 
participation of Wehrmacht forces (104th and 118th Jäger and 369th 
Croat Divisions), several Italian divisions and some Croatian and 
even Bulgarian infantry units, the main role was given to two Gebir- 
gsjäger divisions: the 1st (that had arrived from the Eastern Front) 
and SS Prinz Eugen, which was in Herzegovina already. 

Operation Schwarz began on 15 May 1943. The Prinz Eugen Divi- 
sion spearheaded by its Panzer company crossed the Neretva River 
and marched into eastern Herzegovina without the formal permission 
of the Italians who were responsible for the area. They disarmed the 
Chetniks and later turned on the Partisans. Since most of the result- 
ing combat took place in mountainous areas, Pz.Kp. 7 was re-tasked 
with taking care of supply columns, and it helped prevent the escape 
of Partisan units from the encirclement. Despite tremendous German 
efforts, the main body of Partisans broke through the blockade in 
mid-June and continued its actions in eastern Bosnia. 

In the same period, several platoons of Pz.Abt.z.b.V.12 were trans- 
ferred from Serbia to central Bosnia, and mostly attached to the 7/8. 
Infanterie-Division (renamed the 118. Jäger-Division), and they 
were used in central Bosnia or in securing the Belgrade-Zagreb rail- 
road in Slavonia. During Operation Schwarz, 1. Kp./Pz.Abt. 202 was 
used to support the advance of the 369. Division from eastern Bosnia. 
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In the summer of 1943, it was used in eastern and northern Bosnia to 
support German and Croat forces. 

On the other hand, the SS Freiwilligen-Gebirgs-Division Prinz Eu- 
gen moved to central Bosnia. The divisional HQ and Pz.Kp. 7 were 
in Sarajevo operating against Partisans in central Bosnia. In August 
1943, the division and its armour were in Herzegovina and prepared 
to react to the expected surrender of Italy. 


Italian Armour 


At the turn of 1943, the Italian Army still maintained considerable 
forces in occupied Yugoslavia. On 01 November 1942, the following 
armoured units were deployed: 

9 with XI Corps: 1st Company/2nd Battalion of the 4th 

Armoured Infantry Regiment in Ljubljana Province; 

with V Corps: Ist Group “San Giusto" with four 

squadrons, and headquartered in Karlovac; 

with VI Corps: 2nd Group *San Marco" with four 

squadrons (HQ in Dubrovnik) and parts of the 2nd 

Battalion of the 4th Armoured Infantry Regiment in 

Srebrno; 

à with XVIII Corps: 1st Battalion of the 31st Armoured 
Infantry Regiment in Solin and the Independent 
Mechanised Company Zara in Benkovac. 

There were 40 armoured cars used by different HQs: nine with V 

Corps, eleven with VI Corps, 13 with XVIII Corps, five with XI 

Corps and two with the Army Rear Command. Two armoured flame- 

thrower companies were marked as “chemical units": the 6th with VI 

Corps and 7th with XVIII Corps. 

For railway protection, there were six armoured trains. In Slovenia: 

TB 1 and TB 8 in Ljubljana. Others were in Croatia: TB 2 and TB 

10 in Ogulin, TB 7 in Knin and TB 9 in Delnice. Under preparations 

for deployment were four additional TBs: two in Slovenia (TB 3 and 

TB 6) and two in Croatia (TB 4 and TB 5). There were 20 armoured 

cars in the Mobile Railway Engineer Group in Susak. One platoon 

of its AB 40s was in Slovenia with XI Corps, and the remainder of 
the unit was on Croatian railroads. In this period, a total of eight 

Littorine Blindate armoured railway vehicles were introduced into 

service forming the Compagnia Li-Bli del genio ferrovieri, also with 

HQs at Susak. 

Finally, some new armoured equipment was introduced throughout 

1943. The “San Giusto" Group and armoured infantry unit in Split 

at the time of the capitulation received some L6 tanks. According to 

different sources, in August-September 1943 with the Ist Fast Divi- 

sion in the Karlovac area there was the IV Gruppo corazati blindati 

* Alessandria" with 13 L6 tanks and nine 47/32 self-propelled guns. 


Clashes in Ljubljana Province 


Most activities that Italian armoured units performed in occupied 
parts of Slovenia in 1943 were transport and troop escort throughout 
Ljubljana Province. Armoured units were also active in supressing 
the activities of Slovenian Partisan forces. In March, the battle group 
entitled Raggruppamento di assalto camicie nere XXI aprile operat- 
ing from city of Ribnica had platoons of armoured cars, light tanks 
with flamethrowers and also two armoured trains and two armoured 
railway cars attached. This unit saw active combat in late March 1943 
against Partisans. In actions in the Mokrec area in April, the Caccia- 
tori delle Alpi Division had the attached Mechanised Company Zara 
and a platoon of armoured cars. By the beginning of June, the 2nd 
Tank Company (Lanciafiamme) and 2nd Platoon of armoured cars 
were added to the “Isonzo” Division in anti-Partisan actions in the 
Catez area. Italian forces conducted the huge anti-Partisan Opera- 
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tion Gorjanci at the end of July where the 1/31st Regiment and 2nd 
Flamethrower Company took part. The last noted anti-Partisan action 
in Provice started on 03 September 1943 by the Cacciatori delle Alpi 
Division supported by the Tank Platoon of the 31st Regiment and 
two platoons with AB armoured cars and Autoprotettos. 


Italian Armour in Croatia 


Throughout late 1942 and in 1943, there were several rotations of 
Italian armoured units depending on the need and situation. Dur- 
ing December 1942, the 1st Battalion of the 31st Armoured Infantry 
Regiment was transferred from XVIII Corps to V Corps in Karlo- 
vac. Later, in 1943, this unit was transferred to XI Corps in Slovenia. 
Mechanised Company Zara was attached to the battalion structure. 
On the other hand, the “San Giusto” Group was transferred in De- 
cember 1942 from V Corps to XVIII Corps in Dalmatia. The “San 
Marco” Group and II Independent Platoon of flamethrowers operated 
in the area of Herzegovina and Mostar during the huge Operation 
Weiss II in the spring of 1943. 

Although not taking up the primary role, Italian armoured units were 
engaged in the huge anti-guerrilla operation entitled Weiss by the 
German OKW, which started on 20 January 1943. Two L3 compa- 
nies of the 1/31st Regiment were assigned to the “Lombardia” Di- 
vision on 20 January 1943 during Operation Weiss I, securing the 
SS Freiwilligen-Gebirgs-Division Prinz Eugen’s right flank during 
the advance from Karlovac to Slunj. The central position was given 
to the “Re” Infantry Division that advanced from Otocac towards 
Korenica. It was joined by a company of L3s of the 1/31st Regiment 
assigned to this division. To the south, the operation was conducted 
by the “Sassari” Division. It advanced towards Bihac and Bosanski 
Petrovac. The division was supported by the 1st Group “San Giusto". 
Some L3s were lost in encounters with Partisans in the early stages 
of the operation. Later, in clashes along the Rama and Neretva Rivers 
in the second half of February 1943, Partisans managed to capture or 
destroy a sizeable number of Italian L3 tanks. 


Italian Tanks Become the Tank Company of the 
Partisan Supreme HQ 


During the Partisan retreat from central Bosnia towards the Rama 
and Neretva Rivers in Herzegovina in mid-February 1943, they man- 
aged to capture a sizeable amount of Italian equipment, including L3 
light tanks. 

After Partisans attacked the town of Prozor on 17 February, the Ital- 
ian infantry unit with eleven attached L3s left the town the next day. 
The column retreating to Konjic was ambushed by the Partisan 10th 
Hercegovacka Brigade. The Partisans captured nine L3s and several 
other vehicles. Some L3s were destroyed during combat while oth- 
ers managed to proceed further. The Partisans organised the captured 
tanks into the 10th Brigade Tank Company. Two more L3s were cap- 
tured on the other road to Konjic by the 5th Crnogorska Brigade. The 
Partisan Supreme Headquarters ordered that all captured armoured 
vehicles should be gathered at the village of Gracani on the River 
Rama. There the Tank Company of the Partisan Supreme HQ was 
organised. 

This tank company was used in further combat in Herzegovina: in 
an attack on Konjic on 24 February; against Chetnik forces in Jab- 
lanica on 01 March; on the Gornji-Vakuf-Prozor line; and with units 
of the German 717. Infanterie Division on 03 March. After this ac- 
tion, the Tank Company assisted the transport of wounded Partisans 
to Jablanica. After deterioration of the situation for the Partisans and 
preparations for the Neretva River crossing, on 08 March 1943 the 
Tank Company was ordered to destroy its tanks by driving them into 
the Neretva River. 
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Lika Partisan Armoured Company 


After Operation Weiss started in the second half of January 1943, 
although retreating under pressure from advancing Axis forces, the 
Partisans managed to capture several armoured vehicles and pressed 
them into service. Most were captured in Lika from Italian forces. 
These were two L3s captured on 24 January at the village of Tusice 
and three L3s near Zalusevica on 30 January. Besides five Italian 
L3s, two German Hotchkiss tanks were also captured in the Kordun 
area (one near Drenovaca on 06 February and another damaged and 
abandoned by German forces near the village of Cvitkovici). 

On the basis of the existing Lika Tank Platoon with captured tanks, 
the Tank Company of I Corps of the Croatian Partisan Forces was or- 
ganised on 07 March 1943. Only four L3s were armed with machine 
guns, while some were inoperable whilst awaiting repairs. The other 
Hotchkiss was used as a source of spare parts but it was still counted 
on the company’s strength. 

The Partisan Tank Company was involved in several attacks in the 
spring of 1943 in the Lika area against Chetniks (Gornji Babin Potok, 
06 March, Crna Vlast 20 March 1943) and Italians (Vrhovine, 06 
April, Otocac 09 April). After the attack on Otocac, where Partisan 
tanks were ambushed and sustained serious losses, the company was 
reduced to a four-tank platoon. Although reduced numbers of Par- 
tisan tanks were used in attacks at the Croatian garrison in Gospić 
01-03 May, they were used with little success. 

Because of losses in vehicles and tank crews, plus a notorious lack 
of fuel, the Partisan Tank Company was deactivated. In the period 
May-September 1943, it did not engage in combat operations. Dur- 
ing June, the company received one more L3 that had been captured 
from the Italians in Lika. Finally, prior to the capitulation of Italy, in 
September 1943 the Tank Company had nine (minus one) L3s and 
two (minus one) Hotchkiss tanks on strength. 


Armour in Anti-Partisan Operations in Montenegro 


In the spring of 1943 during clashes with Partisan forces in Mon- 
tenegro, Italian troops suffered serious losses. On 02 May 1943, 
Partisans attacked a motorised column transporting ammunition to 
troops. It was secured by the 42nd Infantry Regiment of the “Ferrara” 
Division, a platoon of light tanks and some Milizia Volontaria Anti 
Comunista (MVAC)/Chetnik forces. Attacking Partisans managed to 
capture or destroy much of the Italian column. The losses included 
seven (two wrecked) light tanks, 17 trucks (minus seven) and four 
(minus two) motorcycles. Almost ten days later there was another 
incident. An Italian armoured unit attached to VI Corps advancing 
from Herzegovina was ambushed at Dobrakovo on 11 May, and Par- 
tisans managed to destroy and capture 18 different Italian vehicles. 
Montenegro Partisans did not manage to use most of their captured 
Italian armour and vehicles since they lacked any skilled or trained 
personnel, had shortages of fuel and, most probable of all, because 
Operation Schwarz was having a serious effect in Montenegro. In 
clashes with Partisans until 21 May, Italian forces managed to recap- 
ture seven tanks, six vehicles and three motorcycles. The “Venezia” 
Division captured some of these vehicles on 21 May in the area of 
Brodarevo on the northern border of Montenegro, and again on 03 
June at Metanac, where "buried material belonging to the auto-col- 
umn destroyed at Dobrakovo” was discovered. The “Ferrara” Divi- 
sion had recaptured one tank by 24 May, and another three tanks and 
six vehicles lost in the 02 May battle by 30 May. Recaptured armour 
and vehicles were transferred back to Savnik to the “Ferrara” Divi- 
sion HQ (with its attached Light Tank Company). 

The Partisan capture of Italian armoured vehicles in Montenegro in 
May 1943 did not turn out a success and led to the creation of another 
Partisan armoured unit. 
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Croatian Armoured Units 


Croatian armoured units were not engaged in Operation Weiss in 
January 1943. They remained in their garrisons: the Light Armoured 
Company with Pz.Kpfw. I and Ursus tanks of the Homeland Forces in 
Daruvar, three Ustasa armoured companies of the Poglavnik Body- 
guard Unit (PTS) based in Zagreb and one company directly subordi- 
nated to the HQ of the Ustasa forces based in Gospić. All three were 
equipped with Italian and Hungarian L3s. 

In March 1943, the Ministry of Homeland Forces ordered the reor- 
ganisation of the Light Armoured Company into the Ist Armoured 
Company, and the Nucleus of the Reserve Company of the Armoured 
Companies (a kind of replacement unit). This was intended for use 
as a training and replacement unit for all armoured units that were 
planned to be organised. 

On 24 May 1943, the 1st Armoured Company was reorganised into 
the Command of the Armoured Companies, with the intention that 
each of the newly formed Jäger or mountain brigades should have 
armoured platoons. A total of eight independent armoured platoons 
with five tanks each were planned, following the redistribution of ex- 
isting Pz.Kpfw. I and Ursus tanks and with the expectation of further 
deliveries from German sources. Despite the reorganisation plans, 
Croatian armour was used in clashes with Partisans throughout 1943. 
The Homeland Light Armoured Company was used in clashes 
around Pakrac (02 February), Garesnica (23 February) in Operation 
Braun (beginning of April), where two tanks and a truck were lost. 
In the second half of May, the company transferred to Zagreb and 
was placed at disposal for reorganisation into platoons attached to the 
new Homeland brigades. 

At the beginning of 1943, Ustasa and Domobran units conducted a 
series of operations to establish control over the Zumberak area, as 
well as rail and road communications from Karlovac towards Zagreb. 
Two armoured companies from the PTS Motorised Group were in- 
volved in these operations. 

Ustasa tank companies were also actively used in combat in the same 
period during Operation Mirko in the Kalnik and Bilogora areas, (27 
February - 08 March), in the Zumberak area (end of April, where two 
L3s were lost), around Virovitica (June), and in Operation Paola in 
the Kalnik area (08-25 July). 

The L3s of the Gospi¢-based Tank Company (later to become the 
3rd) were extensively used in the fighting between March and June. 
Partisan intelligence reports on 11 July 1943 stated this company had 
six operational and four non-operational L3s. 

In central Bosnia, Ustasa forces operated up to three improvised 
armoured trucks throughout 1943 as armoured platoon of the Sth 
Ustasa Active Brigade. 

Finally, the 5th Mountain Brigade formed from Croatian units that 
operated in the area of Banja Luka, Bosanska Krajina and Banija had 
an armoured platoon with several vehicles. It was based in Glina in 
Banija, Croatia, but was used in the brigade’s area of responsibility in 
the first half of 1943. It is still unknown whether these vehicles were 
taken from the Ustasa PTS or from Homeland Forces. 


2nd Panzer Army Headquarters Arrives in Serbia, 
Summer 1943 


According to the Fiihrer’s order of 26 July 1943, and an OKW order 
issued on 03 August 1943, Heeresgruppe F was formed in Belgrade. 
It took over responsibility of the Siidost Command under the leader- 
ship of Field Marshall Baron von Weichs. Its area of responsibil- 
ity covered the whole Balkans up to the old Yugoslav-Italian (then 
Croatian) border on the northern side. Heeresgruppe F had under 
its control Heeresgruppe E responsible for occupied Greece, and 2. 
Panzer-Armee for Yugoslavia. 
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During the summer of 1943, the HQ of 2. Panzer-Armee (Pz.AOK. 
2) arrived in Serbia from the Eastern Front. Its task was to take 
up command of all German forces in Yugoslavia prior to expected 
events (i.e. the surrender of Italy, disarmament of its forces in the 
Balkans (Operation Achse) and an expected Allied landing on the 
Dalmatian coast). This HQ reached Kragujevac but later moved to 
Vrnjacka Banja, a luxurious spa in central Serbia. Although carrying 
the title ‘Panzer’ until the end of World War Two, this army was not 
armoured anymore. In Yugoslavia there was only a handful of small- 
sized armoured units. Most subordinated units to Pz.AOK. 2 were 
only infantry, Gebirgsjdger or reserve divisions, both Wehrmacht and 
Waffen-SS. 

Preparing for the expected development to the Balkans in the sum- 
mer of 1943, the newly formed 3. SS Panzer-Korps was deployed 
in Croatia. Although still in the process of creation, this corps was 
to become the main armoured component of Pz.AOK. 2. The HQ 
of the 3. SS Korps was settled in Zagreb, while other subordinated 
units started to arrive and deploy in neighbouring garrisons in central 
Croatia. 

Besides armoured units intended for service with the 3. SS Korps, 
some other units were sent to the Yugoslav theatre during the sum- 
mer of 1943: 

3 two SS Polizei-Panzergrenadier-Regiments (1 and 2, police 
armoured infantry) intended for the 4. SS Polizei-Division in Greece, 
but remaining as a reserve in northern Serbia, around the Iron Gates 
on the Danube and the Bor mines, during the time of Italy's capitula- 
tion; 
s Grenadier-Regiment 92 (Mot). This unit reformed in 
France but was sent to Bosnia in the summer of 1943. It was intended 
the regiment should be deployed further south, in Greece, to disarm 
Italian forces; 

a SS Polizei-Regiment 14, with Pz.Pol.Kp. 13 (verst). It ar- 
rived in Srem and Slavonia (Croatia) and was introduced to anti-Par- 
tisan operations immediately. 

Reinforcement for Wehrmacht troops included deliveries of new ve- 
hicles for the 100th, 1 14th and 118th Jäger divisions. 


Italy Leaves the War: Capitulation on 08 September 1943 


The surrender of Italy on 08 September 1943 opened a new chapter 
for the Balkans and Yugoslavia during World War Two. It changed 
the military balance, leaving whole territories out of control, and cre- 
ated possibilities for resistance to mushroom using captured or aban- 
doned Italian military equipment. 

The Italian Army in Yugoslavia (Balkans) at the time of the capitu- 
lation was organised in the following manner: the 2nd Army con- 
trolled three corps in Slovenia and Croatia up to the Neretva River in 
Herzegovina. Further south, including the areas of Dubrovnik, east 
Herzegovina, Montenegro, Kosovo, Metohija, west Macedonia and 
Albania was under the control of Army Group East and the 9th Army. 
Under pre-war Italian authority were the Istria and Slovenian littoral 
areas covered by the 8th Army. 

The following armoured units were within this force structure: 

s XI Corps with its HQ in Ljubljana, Slovenia: Tank Com- 
pany Zara and the Armoured Car Company in Ljubljana, 1/31st Regt 
with the "Lombardia" Division. It had the 2nd Company in Jastrebar- 
sko and 3rd Company in Crnomelj, plus the attached 2nd LF Com- 


pany; 
" V Corps with its HQ in Crikvenica, Croatia: 1? Gruppo 
Carri L “San Giusto" with companies in Ogulin, Delnice and Vratnik; 
5 XVIII Corps with garrisons in Zadar and Split: one tank 


battalion (minus one company) from the 1st Celere Division in Split. 
This division moved its HQ to Susak near Fiume, but units were still 
scattered in Dalmatia between Split and Knin; 
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2 VI Corps with its HQ and II Gruppo Carri L “San Marco” 
in Dubrovnik; 

XIV Corps in Montenegro: 3/31st Regiment. 

The surrender found Italian Army units in Yugoslavia relatively un- 
prepared. Some units located in Dalmatia were already on the move 
close to the Italian border during the summer. On 06 September, an 
order was issued to the “Isonzo” and “Lombardia” Divisions in Slo- 
venia to start withdrawing to the Italian mainland. When the capitu- 
lation of Italy was announced over the radio on 08 September 1943, 
most Italian personnel just wanted to return to Italy and quit the war. 


o 


Italians in Slovenia Disarmed by the Germans 


German forces were preparing for the disarmament of Italian forces 
much earlier, even during August 1943. They mostly focused on seiz- 
ing Italian-occupied territory in Slovenia and also in northern Italy, 
knowing the importance of these territories for the front in southern 
Italy and communications with the Reich. 

Reaching the Italian parts of Slovenia and northern Italy in August 
1943, the 71. Infanterie-Division (with Marder III tank destroyers 
in Pz Jg.Abt. 171) was prepared for action and reacted immediately. 
On 09 September, along with SS Polizei-Regiment 19 they disarmed 
the Italian 11th Corps HQ in Ljubljana and Cacciatori delle Alpi Di- 
vision. Captured armoured vehicles (AB 41 and S 37) were intro- 
duced into the divisional Aufkl.Abt. 171 reconnaissance detachment. 
The same occurred with Aufkl.Abt. 44 of the 44. Infanterie-Division, 
which disarmed Italian troops in northern Italy. 

Other German armoured forces reached this area and seized control 
over territory where Italian authority had collapsed. The city of Tri- 
este was reached on 09 September by a battalion of the 7. Panzer- 
Regiment, 1. SS Panzer-Division (LSSAH), which proceeded towards 
the city of Pula in Istria and east to Postojna on the old Yugoslav/ 
Italian border. 

Ordnungspolizei units in Slovenia were significantly reinforced with 
captured Italian armoured vehicles. In September they were imme- 
diately pressed into service with the Pol.Stab Südost and Reserve- 
Gendarmerie-Kompanie Alpenland 3. According to orders issued on 
28 September by the General Inspekteur der Wehrmacht Armoured 
Troops, within police regiments in Südost (at that time they were No. 
1,2, 14 and 18), Pz.Spáh Zugs with five vehicles were to be formed. 


Slovenian Partisans Capture Italian Armour 


On the other side, Yugoslav Partisans were also preparing for action. 
They were waiting to disarm the Italian Army and to seize power in 
regions under their control since 1941. Slovenian Partisans managed 
to disarm Italian forces that were engaged beyond strategic commu- 
nications deep in Ljubljana Province. These were nearly completely 
divisions: “Isonzo” in Novo Mesto and “Savoia” around Grosuplje 
and mostly *Maceratta" in Crnomelj. The main HQ of Partisan forces 
in Slovenia ordered that all armoured vehicles should be transferred 
to the Tank Detachment that was created around town of Trebnje on 
09 September 1943. 

It is difficult to identify and trace all captured vehicles since they 
were captured on many different occasions and in differing loca- 
tions. Some were used against German or Slovene anti-communist 
forces. Others were used and later destroyed under pressure from 
German offensives. The most prominent use of armour was the attack 
and seizure of Turjak Fortress where the main body of the Yugoslav 
Homeland Army and Slovene anti-communist forces were gathered 
and defeated in mid-September 1943. It was followed by attacks on 
other strongholds of Slovene anti-communist forces. 

What is evident when comparing sources is that the Partisans man- 
aged to capture examples of nearly every armoured vehicle used by 
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the Italians. Even two Littorine railcars were captured near Novo 
Mesto, then briefly used and destroyed so as not to be retaken by 
advancing German forces. 

The Slovene Partisan Tank Detachment counted the following cap- 
tured armoured vehicles: 30 tanks, 15 armoured cars and twelve ar- 
moured trucks. They were separated into three companies attached to 
the Main HQ of Slovene Partisan Forces, the 14th and 15th Slovene 
Partisan Divisions. These companies were further separated into 
mixed armoured platoons attached to subordinated units across the 
territory of the former Ljubljana Province. 


Italian Army Capitulates in Dalmatia 


When Italy's surrender was announced over the radio, a true ‘race’ 
started for Italian weaponry in Dalmatia. Already in position to inter- 
vene was SS Division Prinz Eugen, which rushed from Herzegovina 
to Dubrovnik to disarm the Italian garrison. After two hours of street 
fighting, on 13 September this Volksdeutsche SS Division disarmed 
Italians while the leader of the brief resistance, General Amico, was 
shot. 

On the other side, Partisans operating in the Lika-Banija-Kordun 
area, Gorski Kotar and inland north Dalmatia, also moved immedi- 
ately to disarm all Italian units in their vicinity and those closer to the 
coast. As was the case in Slovenia, the initial booty was much larg- 
er. But since the Partisans suffered from a lack of drivers and other 
experienced personnel, and while the Germans took action to crush 
sizeable Partisan-held territory, this number went significantly down. 
A helpful factor was that Partisans in this part of Croatia had already 
established the Tank Company under the Main HQ of the Croatian 
Partisan Forces. This unit organised assembly of captured vehicles. 
They managed to gather a total of 22 armoured vehicles: 14 L3 light 
tanks, one L6 (“Spa”), three Autoblindas, four “armoured transport- 
ers" (which may refer to Fiat armoured trucks or to AS 37 Protettos) 
and three trucks. The Partisan Tank Company was reorganised on 24 
September into the Tank Battalion of the Main HQ Croatian Partisan 
Forces, with 32 vehicles on its list. Another unit in the same HQ was 
formed: the Auto Battalion with other captured Italian vehicles. As 
the huge German operation started, the battalion managed to pre- 
serve only a few of its captured vehicles. Instead of 32, it had only 
14 available. 

Further south in the city of Split, Partisans captured nearly all the 
armoured vehicles found in the garrison. These included L6 and L3 
tanks, AS 37 and AB 41 armoured cars. On 19 September, the Parti- 
sans formed the Tank Battalion of the newly established 4th Opera- 
tional Zone. In the following two days, all captured equipment from 
Spilt and nearby areas was gathered. There was a total of 16 L3, L3 
Lf and L6 tanks, two armoured cars and several trucks organised into 
two companies. 

On 22 September, the Partisan HQ decided to attack the nearby city 
of Sinj, where crack forces of the 73. Regiment of the Prinz Eugen 
Division had landed in Ju 52 planes. They overran the garrison and 
disarmed the Italian 25th Infantry Regiment of the “Bergamo” Divi- 
sion. The Partisans attacked the city the following night, but experi- 
enced German troops managed to destroy two and damage a further 
eleven Partisan tanks! The Partisans withdrew from the siege. On 24 
September, spearheads of the Prinz Eugen Division and Grenadier- 
Regiment 92 arrived in Sinj and continued to advance towards Split. 
As in the Neretva case in March 1943, the Partisans drove all the 
damaged tanks and other vehicles into the Cetina River, and started 
to retreat from the Split area. They moved to the north towards west- 
ern Herzegovina and Bosnia. 

On the morning of 27 September, SS Division Prinz Eugen en- 
tered Split. Its forces were led by Hotchkiss tanks of Pz.Kp. 7 and 
armoured vehicles of Aufkl.Abt. 7. After some clashes with Italian 
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forces in the city (which were in the process of evacuating by ship to 
Italy), they captured 9,200 troops from the “Bergamo” Division and 
other smaller units and HQs. As a punishment for resisting German 
forces, 55 Italian officers were executed. All remaining Italian equip- 
ment and vehicles were pressed into service with the SS Freiwilligen- 
Gebirgs-Division Prinz Eugen. 

After abandoning the Split area, remaining Partisan armoured and 
other vehicles were organised into the “Motorised Battalion" (also 
known as the Tank Group) of the Ist Proletarian Division. At the be- 
ginning of the withdrawal, it had only four tanks (L6s as photos con- 
firm) and a single armoured car. These armoured vehicles were used 
in fighting of the 1st Division in Bosnia. They supported Partisan 
attacks on the Croatian garrisons of Livno, Duvno, Kupres, Travnik 
and Türbe until 16 October, losing one of the tanks in fighting. Since 
winter conditions started to hamper further use, coupled with a noto- 
rious lack of fuel and skilled personnel, surviving tanks were hidden 
at the beginning of December 1943. They were reactivated in the 
autumn of 1944 as part of the Partisan 5th Corps Tank Company. 


Capitulation in Montenegro 


Among all the Italian forces stationed in Yugoslavia, those that were 
in Montenegro in September 1943 were in the most serious posi- 
tion. Far from any access to the Italian homeland, these forces had to 
reach an accommodation with parties on the ground for an adequate 
solution. The “Taurinese” Division joined the Partisans, while parts 
of the “Venezia” Division made a pact with the Montenegro Chet- 
niks. When German troops started entering the province, some Ital- 
ians fought against them with the Partisans or Chetniks, while some 
fled and others were captured. In such a situation, the Italians did not 
care too much about their heavier equipment. The Partisans captured 
around 50 vehicles from the “Taurinese” Division, including two ar- 
moured cars. However, since there were no skilled personnel to form 
any kind of armoured unit, vehicles were gathered and guarded in a 
field. Local inhabitants and Partisans who were guarding the equip- 
ment started to loot anything they discovered to be useful. 

Some captured armoured and other vehicles were used in October 
and November with the 2nd Proletarian Brigade of the Partisan 2nd 
Corps. Among them were L3s, AS 37s and Fiat trucks. These were 
photographed in the cities of Prijepolje and Pljevlja. There is no fur- 
ther evidence of their use or later fate. 

German forces appeared in Montenegro from the Herzegovina side 
in the last week of September 1943. They established garrisons in 
Podgorica and Nikšić, supported by an armour detachment of be- 
tween eight and twelve tanks. In mid-October, these forces attacked 
Partisans at several locations in Montenegro. Preserved photos show 
the Germans used captured L3 light tanks and AB 41 armoured cars 
in these clashes. 


The German Offensive against Partisan-Held Territory 
in Autumn 1943 


After the surrender of Italy, on 10 September 1943 the German au- 
thorities organised the Operationszone Adriatisches Küstenland 
(Operation Zone Adriatic Littoral, also known by its abbreviation 
OZAK). This territory included north-eastern parts of Italy (nowa- 
days some of them are in Slovenia), western parts of Slovenia once 
in the Kingdom of Yugoslavia, and Italian Istria and Kvarner (nowa- 
days Croatia). The OZAK existed until the end of World War Two. 

The German High Command despatched the headquarters of II. SS 
Panzer-Korps to Ljubljana on 19 September 1943. Further, in the au- 
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tumn of 1943, this Stab controlled all German forces fighting against 
the Partisans in an operation named Wolkenbruch. This operation 
covered the former Italian-occupied territories in Ljubljana Province, 
Slovenia, Croatian littoral area and Istria (where the territory of the 
OZAK had been established) and further south in Croatia reaching 
from the Gorski Kotar highlands further south to Lika and east to- 
wards Karlovac and Zagreb. II. SS Panzer-Korps controlled the 44th, 
71st and 162nd Infantry Divisions, all having divisional armoured 
elements (Aujkl.Abt. and/or Pz.Jäg.Abt.), the 1st Regiment of the 
LSSAH Division, parts of the 24. Panzer-Division, and - newly ar- 
rived in Western Slovenia — Panzergrenadier-(Lehr)-Regiment 901. 
This unusual mechanised unit had ten companies and it was fully 
equipped with Sd.Kfz. 251 halftracks. 

These units attacked Partisan-controlled areas in the OZAK/west- 
ern Slovenia in late September and first week of October. Although 
growing in numbers, inexperienced Partisans in Slovenia did not 
have success in stopping German armoured units from overrunning 
their territory. The Germans primarily focused on communications, 
but later started to chase Partisans all over the terrain. Operations in 
Slovenia continued during October and November. In the meantime, 
German forces established permanent garrisons and strongholds in 
the former Ljubljana Province, from where they continued their of- 
fensive in the autumn of 1943. 

It was similar in Croatia. Most fighting was along the Zagreb-Kar- 
lovac-Fiume (Rijeka) communication routes. Most clashes in late 
September/October were around junctions, crossroads and strong- 
holds of Ogulin, Ostarje, Generalski Stol and Tounj. Here the Par- 
tisans were better organised and experienced, and in several clashes 
they used captured Italian armour too. They soon discovered German 
forces were much stronger, better equipped and organised than the 
Italians. The Partisans did not manage to stop their armoured dashes 
all over their territory, and started to withdraw from the main routes 
and communications lines. 

In the territory of Croatia, III. SS Panzer-Korps with its HQ in Zagreb 
was engaged. The corps was still in the process of being organised. It 
had under its command the following units: 5. SS Panzergrenadier- 
Division Wiking between Karlovac and Ogulin; further east there 
was the 77. SS Panzergrenadier-Division Nordland in the area of 
Sisak-Petrinja-Glina-Ozalj; and the 4. SS Brigade Nederland further 
north of Zagreb in Zagorje. This corps was reinforced by the 14. SS 
Polizei-Regiment (with the 13. Pol.Pz.Kp.) in the Ogulin area. Later 
in October, Panzergrenadier-Regiment 901 (Lehr) was also in this 
area acting as a kind of mobile intervention unit. It was present in 
several clashes throughout Croatia. 

All the anti-Partisan operations in the OZAK, Slovenia and Croatia 
finished on 14 November 1943. The Partisans were defeated but they 
managed to survive in distant areas and to continue their fight later 
in 1944. It is interesting that, although they varied, German reports 
showed their forces captured around 15 different armoured and 50+ 
other vehicles from Yugoslav Partisans up till late November. 
Nearly all the engaged German armoured units started to abandon 
the Yugoslav theatre soon after Operation Wolkenbruch. Both IT. 
and JI. SS Panzer-Korps left the area. The territory was divided be- 
tween Heeresgruppe C (OZAK) and Siidost AOK 2 (Croatia). Some 
armoured or Panzergrenadier units remained through the winter of 
1943/44 (such as Panzergrenadier-Regiment 901 in Croatia or the 
162. Infanterie-Division in Slovenia), continuing to chase after Par- 
tisans. On the other hand, SS Polizei-Regiment 14 with its armoured 
company was transferred and stationed in Ljubljana, continuing to 
support further anti-Partisan actions in Ljubljana Provinz. 
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Panzers in Operations 
*Weiss' and ‘Schwarz’ 


A motorised column of SS Freiwilligen-Gebirgs-Division Prinz 
Eugen with Humboldt-Klöckner-Deutz HKD 3000 S trucks 
passing through the village of Ripač, Bosnia, after heavy clashes 
with retreating Partisans. This was at the beginning of February 
1943. 

(HPM via D. Predoevic) 


SS Freiwilligen-Gebirgs-Division Prinz 
Eugen’s Pz.Kp. 7 was rearmed with 
Hotchkiss tanks and introduced to the 
fighting against retreating Partisans 
from late January 1943 across Bosnia. 
In front is a tank named ‘Rose Marie’. 
(VM 15389) 


A wrecked and abandoned R35 of 
Pz.Kp.z.b.V.12 seen off the Brodina-Konjic 
road in central Bosnia during the anti- 
Partisan Operation Weiss in 1943. 

(MRNH F-836) 
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The advance of German forces from the west of Bosnia in the winter of 1943 was occasionally halted by different obstacles. For example, a bridge 
collapsed from the weight of a Pz.Kp. 7 Hotchkiss, which fell into a river. (via D. Predovic) 
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The German infantry and tank crew of an H39 removing improvised roadblocks during Operation Weiss, late winter 1943. (via D. Predovic) 


Croatian State Secretary General Vilko Begic reviews the troops that took part in Operation Weiss. They are at Rajlovac Airbase near Sarajevo on 21 
March 1943. Begic was escorted by the CO of the 369th (Croat) Infantry Division, whose tactical sign can be seen on the Steyr 1500 A truck. 


(MRNH F-315/12A) 
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Lined up for the review, tanks from 1./Pz.Abt. 202 after Operation Weiss at Rajlovac Airbase near Sarajevo on 21 March 1943. 
(MRNH F-315/13A / MRNH F-315/14A) 
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A Hotchkiss of 1./Pz.Abt. 202 seen at a parade in Banja 
Luka, in the spring of 1943. The tactical number on the 
hull, which was a kind of recognition feature for this 
unit, is partly visible. 

(HPM, via D. Predoevic) 


During the summer of 1943, new camouflage painting 
of German armoured vehicles was introduced in the 
Yugoslav theatre as well. Here a fresh sand yellow- 
painted Hotchkiss of Pz.Kp. 7, SS Freiwilligen-Gebirgs- 
Division Prinz Eugen, seen during a parade held in 
Mostar after Operation Schwarz (summer 1943). 

(VM 15390) 


The R35s of Pz.Kp.z.b.V. 12 carrying infantry 
into action somewhere in Bosnia in the 
autumn of 1943. Tanks are freshly painted in 
Dunkelgelb sand yellow. 

(MNZS via D. Predoevic) 
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Partisans capture 
Italian Tankettes 


A driver in Italian gear 
(an Italian ‘volunteer’ 
or Partisan?) poses 
near a captured L3 
without any distinctive 
markings, somewhere 
in Herzegovina or 

the western part of 
Montenegro in 1943. 
(VM 23243) 
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Partisans posing with an L3 captured from II Gruppo Standing on the left, Savo Kovacevic, the commander of the Partisan 3rd Division, looks at 


Carri L *San Marco" in the Rama-Jablanica area of a captured Italian L3 light tank in Herzegovina. The picture was taken in late February or 
Herzegovina in late February 1943. early March 1943. 
(VM 4408) (VM 4348) 


From captured Italian L3s, in 
February 1943 the Partisans 
formed the Tank Company 
subordinated to their Supreme 
HQ in Herzegovina, and another 
company belonging to the 1st 
Corps in Lika. 

(VM 7882) 
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Croatian Armour and 
Armoured Trains 


Ustasa tank crews during a break near a single L3 in the winter of 
1942/43. This offers a good study of their uniforms and personal 
equipment. 

(via S. Pogacic) 


Snow-covered L3s of the Brzi sklop (Fast 
Battalion) of the Ustasa Poglavnik Bodyguard 
Unit at a review in Zumberak, northern Croatia 
in January 1943. 

(HPM via D. Predoevic) 


A presumably Croatian armoured train seen on the 
Sisak-Sunja-Kostajnica railroad. The armoured 
wagon in the foreground is of Croatian type, armed 
with turret ‘APX.2’ from a French Renault Char D2 
tank with a 47mm gun and 7.5mm machine gun. 
(VM 13971) 
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Another type of Croatian armoured : 
wagon, obviously attached to the 
auxiliary armoured or ‘normal’ train. 
(VM 13967) 


Two views of the armoured wagon 
OVT-5 (HDZ.Lm 45331) of the 
Croatian armoured train ‘Lisac/ 
Fuchs’ (Fox), thrown from the tracks 
on the Donji Vakuf/Jajce railroad 
section. 04 August 1943. 

(Railway Museum Belgrade) 


Capitulation in Italy, 
September 1943 


After the capitulation on 08 
September 1943, a quantity 
of Italian equipment fell into 
the hands of Partisans. Here 
in Dalmatia, an L3 with the 

markings of a cavalry unit is 
driven through the city. 
(VM 8044) 
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Italian forces in 
Dubrovnik organised 
resistance to SS 
Division Prinz Eugen, 
which entered the city 
on 13 September 1943. 
Here, after the fight, is 
an abandoned Italian 
L3/38 of II Gruppo 
Carri “San Marco”. 
(VM 15395, VM15398) 
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Italian L6 tanks captured in Split in 
September 1943. In the foreground 
is ‘RE-5219’ with a Mickey Mouse 
symbol. These tanks created the 
Tank Battalion of the Partisan 4th 
Operational Zone. 

(MRNH, FR 1956) 


A former Italian, now Partisan, L6 *RE-5153' 
with a Mickey Mouse symbol on the hull. It 
is seen on Split streets on 16 September 1943. 
(MRN JUG 880, A-132/29) 


SS Division Prinz Eugen enters Split on 26 September 
1943. Here, motorcycles are backed by a single S 37 
Autoprotteto captured earlier from the Italians and 
immediately pressed into divisional service. 

(VM 17864) 
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A column of SS Pz.Kp. 7 Hotchkiss 
tanks, along with motorcycles and 

a single Sd.Kfz. 233 (visible in the 
background), in downtown Split on 26 
September 1943. 

(MRN JUG 4779, A-875/15) 


An intact and abandoned Italian L3 captured 
by the Partisan 2nd Proletarian Brigade in 
Prijepolje, Montenegro, in October 1943. 
(VM 20227) 


From captured Italian equipment in 
Montenegro, an armoured unit of the Partisan 
2nd Corps was created. Here it is seen in a 
parade on 07 November 1943 in Pljevlja, 
celebrating the Bolshevik Revolution. 

(VM 12198) 
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After the retreat from the Split area 
at the beginning of October 1943, 
Partisans reorganised remaining 
captured Italian vehicles into the 
Mechanised Battalion of the 1st 
Proletarian Division, which continued 
fighting towards Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. 


An L6 with the Italian registration 
plate ‘RE 5229’ and with red stars 
painted on the sides, pictured on the 
road to Kupres and Livno (October 
1943). 

(VM 4668) 


An L6 and some trucks from the Mechanised 
Battalion, 1st Proletarian Division, on the road 
to Kupres and Livno, October 1943. 

(VM 4666) 


At least couple of L6 tanks were later 
hidden in Bosnia and used much later 
in 1944, after an improvement in the 
situation for Partisans. Its registration 
plate ‘RE 5229’ can be seen. 

(VM 4505) 
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Axis Armour in Slovenia 


The German-controlled Operationszone Adriatisches Kiistenland 
had importance mainly as a strategic crossroads area between the 
Reich, Italy and the Balkans. The region was crossed by several rail- 
way lines vital to the Wehrmacht war effort. It was declared Banden- 
kampfgebiet (insurgents combat zone) as was the case earlier with 
German-controlled areas of Slovenia. During 1944-45, most armour 
usage was combating local Partisans in three areas of Slovenia: the 
former Italian area (now Provinz Laibach), in parts of OZAK, and 
in the zone north and east of Ljubljana annexed by the Reich from 
1941. Most clashes were around important communication nodes in 
the region and around the garrisons and strongholds of the German 
Ordnungspolizei or Slovenian Homeland Forces spread over the 
countryside. 

Preserved Partisan documents from Slovenia, although technically 
more accurate than those from other parts of Yugoslavia, barely allow 
the correct typological identification of Axis armour used in combat 
against them from 1943-45. They use terms like “tankette”, “light”, 
“middle” or “heavy” tank, sometimes even identifications of “Tiger” 
or “Panther”, and they estimate tanks by their weight/tonnage. Most 
wheeled vehicles were referred to as “blinda” no matter the type. 
It is worth noting that Partisan reports claimed much larger tolls of 
destroyed armoured vehicles since they counted “destroyed” cases 
even when the enemy vehicle was just damaged. In fact, in many 
cases vehicles were recovered from the site and returned to combat 
service. It is very difficult to construct any kind of list of destroyed 
German armoured vehicles in this period, except to note dates and 
locations of clashes where armour was used. However, the usage of 
armour was constant in most of Slovenia, and clashes continued until 
the first week of May 1945. 

In areas of Slovenia, the use of Ordnungspolizei armoured units is 
probably the most distinctive feature. Their primary role was fire 
support in anti-guerrilla infantry operations, or as convoy escorts 
between garrisons. In such operations, types did not matter much. 
By the end of October 1943, Pol.Pz.Kp. 14 (armoured police com- 
pany) was transferred to Ljubljana. It was attached directly to the 
Fiihrungsstab fiir Bandenbekämpfung (anti-guerilla HQ). At the be- 
ginning of the deployment, this unit operated a platoon of “Dutch” 
armoured cars and a platoon of Steyr railway armoured cars. The 
company took over the earlier independent platoon of Tatra ar- 
moured cars. During 1944, this company was strengthened with 20 
self-propelled L40s to create two and a half additional platoons, plus 
a platoon of AB 41 armoured cars. On 19 September 1944, it was 
reorganised into a Verstärkte Kompanie (reinforced company) with 
five platoons of armoured vehicles and one with railway armoured 
cars. 

Attached to SS Pol.Regt. 14 was Pol.Pz.Kp. 13 (verst). It was en- 
gaged in anti-Partisan operations in Croatia, and it moved to Slo- 
venia (Provinz Laibach) in late November 1943. It was equipped 
with an interesting mix of armoured vehicles (ADGZ, Pz.Kpfw. II VK 
1601, Pz.Kpfw. IV FI and Sd.Kfz. 251/16). 

The J. Bataillon of SS Pol.Rgt. Bozen was stationed in the OZAK 
since February 1944. This unit operated from Abazia (Opatija) 
throughout 1944, and in 1945 from garrisons in western Slovenia. 
This battalion was fully motorised and had a platoon of Italian AB 
41s and Lancia IZM armoured vehicles. Some L3s were used at the 
beginning of the deployment. 

Operating from Gorizia, but mostly on today's Italian side of the 
OZAK, was a single armoured company attached to the 7. Bataillon 
of Pol.Rgt. 15. There is a possibility that Pol.Pz.Kp. 4 (belonging 
to SS Pol.Rgt. 13), returning from the Eastern Front with Steyr ar- 
moured vehicles and Hotchkiss tanks, operated in Slovenia for a cer- 
tain period in 1944. Finally, the Repair Workshop for police vehicles 
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was formed in Ljubljana. It maintained Ordnungspolizei armour and 
motorised vehicles until the end of the war. 

After II. SS Panzer-Korps left Ljubljana, control of Wehrmacht 
forces in the area was assumed by General Kübler's Stab. This Stab 
controlled mostly Wehrmacht infantry and mountain units. Several 
infantry divisions had armoured vehicles in their structure, with 
Pz.Jäg.Abt. (71st, 162nd, 278th Infantry Division) tank destroyer 
detachments or with Aufkl.Abt. (71st, 162nd Infantry Division) re- 
connaissance assets. Later, Kübler's Stab was renamed 97. AK z.b.V. 
During 1944, it had two armoured units: Pz.Abt. 208 and an Italian 
armoured unit known in German parlance as "Italienische Panzer 
Schwadron Toneguti.” 

Panzer-Abteilung 208 was created from three Panzer-Sicherungs- 
Kompanie (2nd, 3rd and 35th) that were deployed to northern Italy 
in September 1943. Armed with Pz.Kpfw. III and Pz.Kpfw. IV tanks, 
these companies were subordinated to infantry divisions operating in 
the area. From February-April 1944, anew Pz.Abt. 208 was estab- 
lished. It had only two companies in the OZAK area (ex-Pz.Sich.Kp. 
3 and 35). This Abteilung operated from its HQ at Gorizia against 
Slovenian Partisans, mainly in the Vipava Valley, until the end of 
1944 when it transferred out of the OZAK area. 

Another 97. AK armoured unit was Italian and the sole RSI armoured 
unit to operate in this area until the end of the war in 1945. It was the 
Squadrone “San Giusto”, or later: Gruppo Squadroni Corazzati “San 
Giusto”. Within the three squadrons of the Gruppo were represented 
nearly all types of existing Italian armour. This Gruppo was stationed 
in Gorizia, and it operated against Slovenian Partisans along the road 
in the Vipava Valley in a couple of actions in 1944. During combat on 
the Gorizia-AjdovS£ina road on 31 May 1944, while supporting the 
188. Gebirgs-Division against Partisans, it suffered the loss of five 
armoured vehicles and some crews. It did not appear on the “Yugo- 
slav” side of OZAK until April 1945. 

Another police armoured company, Pol.Pz.Kp. 5 (verst) was sta- 
tioned in the OZAK from the beginning July 1944. It arrived from 
the Ukraine, along with SS Pol.Rgt. 10. This unit was equipped with 
two platoons of captured Soviet T-34-76 tanks, but also a platoon 
with Hotchkiss tanks and a platoon with Steyr ADGZ armoured cars. 
It also had at least one Soviet BA-64 armoured car in its inventory. 
It was stationed in Gorizia, and until the end of the war it operated 
from strongholds alongside Vipava Valley in all operations against 
Slovenian Partisans. 

The territory of modern-day Slovenia was treated as useful for rest, 
organisation and reorganisation of different Wehrmacht or SS units. 
In the period between December 1943 and January 1944, the /6. SS 
Panzergrenadier-Division was formed in Ljubljana. In this city, SS 
Panzergrenadier-Regiment 35 and the 2. Bataillon of SS Panzer- 
grenadier-Regiment 36 were organised. The division left Slovenia 
in March 1944. Later in the same area another SS unit, the /8. SS 
Freiwilligen-Panzergrenadier-Division was formed between Febru- 
ary and the late spring of 1944. Although in the process of forming 
and training, these units were engaged in the fight against Partisans 
around the Ljubljana-Zidani Most-Zagreb railway lines. 

Finally, the Slovensko Domobranstvo (Slovenian Homeland Forces) 
under SS and Polizei authorities in Provinz Laibach used a few ar- 
moured vehicles in 1944. There is not much evidence left of their 
usage except for a series of photos. In three different situations, the 
Domobranci was using some L40 SPGs as well as armoured trucks. 
One Partisan document from 1944 stated the Slovenian Homeland 
Force in Ljubljana had six “tanks” at its disposal. 


Armoured Trains in OZAK/Slovenia 


Another feature of the use of Axis armour in the OZAK and Reich- 
controlled parts of Slovenia was the employment of armoured trains. 
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The importance of rail communications led to their wide use until 
the end of the war. 

Armoured train Nr. 24 reached the OZAK and was active in February 
and July 1944. Besides armoured, artillery and antiaircraft cars, it 
had two Pz.Kpfw. 38 (t) tanks on flatcars. Train Nr. 24 was replaced 
by Armoured Train Nr. 73, which operated until the end of the war 
from Gorizia/Kormons. It also had two Pz.Kpfw. 38 (t)s aboard and 
possibly two armoured cars. From August 1944, Behelfsmässiger 
Panzerzug ‘Peter’ (also known as Pz.Zug. San Pietro) operated 
from St. Peter (Pivka). In 1945, another Behelfsmässiger Panzerzug 
named ‘Adria’ operated from the stations of Divača and Kozina. 

In Laibach Province there were two (improvised) armoured trains: 
Nr. 1 at Ljubljana and Nr. 2 at Grosuplje. They were used for patrol- 
ling and supporting anti-Partisan operations, and were manned by the 
Ordnungspolizei or Slovenian Domobranstvo members. 

German authorities in Italy renewed production of Littorine armoured 
railway vehicles at the beginning of 1944. A batch of these vehicles 
was produced in the Ansaldo-Fossati factory as Panzertriebwagen 
Typ 062. A number of these vehicles were used on railways all over 
occupied Yugoslavia. They operated independently or alongside light 
armoured trains. On railways north and west of Gorizia, two Litto- 
rine from earlier Italian batches were operated by the RSI-Bersaglieri 
Battalion “Benito Mussolini” in 1944-45. 

Slovenian (Italian) Partisans performed attacks on armoured trains at 
the turn of 1944/45. In some cases they managed to “destroy” (this 
term is questionable) or “damage” some railway armoured cars. Al- 
lied fighter-bombers performed more than a dozen successful attacks 
on armoured trains between December 1944 and April 1945, causing 
damages to several, including Armoured Trains Nr. 1 and 2. They 
were targeted several times. 


Captured Armour of Slovenian Partisans 


Most Partisan-captured armour was used only in Provinz Laibach in 
Slovenia. During the huge offensive in late 1943, Partisans lost some 
Italian armoured vehicles that they had seized in this area after the 
Italian capitulation. Besides these losses, they managed to preserve 
and hide some armoured and other ex-Italian vehicles. In January 
1944 the Tank Detachment had five L3/L6 tanks and ten different 
vehicles at its disposal. They occasionally used these tanks for the 
“Tank Course” with the Main HQ of Slovenian Partisans in the dis- 
tant areas of Metlika and Crnomelj. They mostly lacked fuel, and 
preserved tanks were hidden for expected large-scale actions that 
started in May 1944. 

Slovenian Partisans used their Tank Detachment in attacks on dif- 
ferent German/Slovenian strongholds with varying success in 1944. 
Although attacks in most cases were not successful, they did not lose 
any vehicles in combat. Mostly they suffered from a lack of fuel. 
Two of their light tanks were lost in a sudden night attack in the 
village of Drasca Vas on 4/5 July 1944 from Slovenian Homeland 
Forces. 

In September 1944, the Slovenian Partisan 7th Corps in the territory 
of Laibach Province had three L6 and five L3 tanks in use. Hidden 
in the countryside around Brkini were another L6, two L3s and two 
armoured cars (most likely Autoblindas). In the area controlled by 
the Dolomitski odred, there was one “18-ton tank”, most likely a VK 
1601 captured from Pol.Pz.Kp. 13. 

The Tank Detachment was used to support Partisan forces in their 
attacks during the autumn of 1944. Tanks were again hidden in the 
winter of 1944/45, and major snowfall provided good shelter for 
them. But, in one action, German forces discovered and destroyed a 
couple of tanks in the Crmosnjica area. 

Slovenian Partisans noted the practice of hiding captured vehicles 
in distant rural and mountainous areas. Throughout the autumn and 
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winter days, and without moving them, this caused a lot of damage 
and technical problems. However, the Slovenian practice of organ- 


‘ised vehicle hiding for such long periods was probably a unique case 


within the Yugoslav Partisan movement from 1941-45. 
Usage of German Armour in Bosnia 


Emanating from the main anti-Partisan operation conducted in the 
autumn of 1943 in Slovenia and western Croatia, German and Croa- 
tian armoured units that were present earlier continued to engage 
Partisans in Bosnia. 

After the creation of V. SS Gebirgskorps, a certain reorganisation of 
armoured units in Bosnia/Croatia took place. This unit was mostly 
created around the creation of SS Division Prinz Eugen (from this 
period carrying the number ‘7’). Most of its armour (Pz.Kp. 7 and 
Aufkl.Abt. 7) was transferred to the newly established corps level (as 
Stug Abt. and Aufkl.Abt. 5 [later 105]). These new units later received 
some Italian Beute armour. 

At the beginning of 1944, 1/202 Pz.Abt. and the seven-platoon- 
strong Pz.Kp.z.b.V.12 were renamed Pz.Abt. 202 and Pz.Abt.z.b.V.12. 
Infantry divisions that operated in Bosnia used attached armour from 
Pz.Abt. 202 or Pz.Abt. 12. These two units engaged their armour else- 
where in Croatia, for example in Slavonia. Since the spring of 1944, 
parts of Pz.Abt. 12 were again in Serbia and northern parts of Mon- 
tenegro. Pz.Abt. 202 was even used in Hungary during March 1944. 
In the same period they received transferred Beute Italian armoured 
vehicles. These types included L6 and M13 tanks and L40 SPGs. 
Later, since a lack of diesel fuel was evident, M13s were replaced by 
the M15/42 benzina version. Italian equipment such as L3, L6 and 
L40 vehicles also entered the different divisions engaged in Bosnia 
in 1944. These included the 104th Jäger, 369th, 373rd and 392nd 
Croatian Divisions, as well as the 7/3. SS Gebirgsjdger-Division 
Handschar. 

Two smaller units were formed in the same period with captured Ital- 
ian Autoblindas: Pz.Aufkl.Kp. 468 and Pz.Späh Zug of the 69. AK 
(Reserve; later AK z.b.V.), both based in Zagreb from February 1944. 
Although counting only a handful of vehicles, they were used in 
combat in Croatia and northern Bosnia in 1944. 

Most Wehrmacht and SS armoured units were engaged in clashes 
against Partisan forces in the autumn of 1943, mostly in eastern and 
central Bosnia. They were divided into platoons and companies at- 
tached to infantry units. Some new units reached Bosnia. In Novem- 
ber 1943: Grenadier-Regiment 92 and Panzergrenadier-Regiment 
901 (Lehr) took part in action. These operations were known un- 
der the names Kugelblitz or Schneesturm in Eastern Bosnia. Sev- 
eral other operations (Panter, Citen, Jajce, Herbstgewitter etc.) were 
conducted in the surrounding areas of Croatia, Dalmatia, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. 

The most serious Partisan attack was on Banja Luka on 27 Decem- 
ber 1943. To relieve the blockaded German/Croatian garrison that 
was under heavy Partisan pressure, Panzergrenadier-Regiment 901 
was rushed from eastern Bosnia over Slavonia directly to Banja Luka 
to crush the Partisan siege on 02 January 1944. It was followed by 
Grenadier-Regiment 92.Ten days later, the 92. Regiment managed to 
push Partisan forces from Banja Luka and to make a dash towards 
central Bosnia and Dalmatia in Operation Waldesruh. After the Ban- 
ja Luka battle, Pz.Gren.Rgt. 901 (Lehr) was transferred at the end of 
January 1944 out of the Yugoslav theatre. 

For the Cannae operations against Hungary in March 1944, several 
armoured units from the Yugoslav theatre were gathered in neigh- 
bouring Slavonia and Vojvodina and deployed for the occupation of 
Hungary after Admiral Horthy was overthrown. These were Gren. 
Ret. 92, Pz.Abt. 202, and the armoured trains Nr. 23, 64, 65 and 301. 
Added to these forces was a newcomer in Yugoslavia — Stug-Brigade 
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201. For their replacement in northern Bosnia, AOK 2 deployed the 
Panzergrenadier Assault Battalion. 

Most of the mentioned units returned to Bosnia after these opera- 
tions in Hungary. They were engaged against Partisans in Operations 
Schah and Morgenstern conducted in the Banija and Kordun areas 
(Croatia) in mid-May 1944. The most ambitious attempt to crush the 
Partisan movement and its leadership was Operation Rösselsprung 
on 25 May 1944 against the Supreme Partisan HQ at Drvar. The main 
plan included airborne assault operation on Tito’s HQ in the city and 
his capture. Remaining German forces attacked the city from differ- 
ent sides. In this operation, which did not turn out as hoped with Ti- 
to’s capture, the following armoured units were engaged: Gren.Rgt. 
92, Pz.Abt. 202, Pz.Gren.Bat. AOK 2, Aufkl.Abt. 105 and Pz.Aufkl. 
Kp. 468. Parts of these armoured units were attached to the divisions: 
7. SS Brandenburg-Division or 373rd (Croatian) while in action. The 
failure to capture Tito or anybody from his leadership caused Gen- 
eral Lothar Rendulic (commander of AOK 2), who had planned the 
operation, to be immediately replaced. During Rösselsprung, par- 
ticipating German forces suffered serious losses: up to ten different 
armoured vehicles and more than 90 other vehicles were destroyed. 
Nearly 60 vehicles of all types were damaged. On the other side, the 
Partisans lost four (unknown) armoured vehicles (among them two 
were recaptured). 


Partisan Tank Battalion in Croatia 


The largest armoured unit the Yugoslav Partisans had at their dis- 
posal in Croatia 1944 was Tenkovski bataljon NOVH. It had at its 
disposal: 21 L3 light tanks, two Hotchkiss, one L6 “SPA”, three 
armoured cars, four armoured “transporters”, three trucks and one 
motorcycle. These vehicles were used occasionally in combat, but 
because of strong anti-Partisan pressure and a lack of personnel, they 
were mostly held “in reserve”. Some vehicles were used to protect 
the Main Croatian Partisan HQ. During the German offensives in 
April and May 1944, the battalion hid some of its vehicles in distant 
areas like Lika, Banija and western Bosnia. Since late May 1944, 
there were no further German offensives of such a large scale against 
the Partisans so the Tank Battalion was reactivated. An armoured 
platoon was engaged in the area of Topusko, with the Main HQ of 
Partisan Forces in Croatia and the Central Committee of the Com- 
munist Party of Croatia. Later in the summer, some vehicles were 
despatched to improvised airfields in Lika, where Allied transport 
planes started to arrive and deliver quantities of material to the Yugo- 
slav Partisans. In the autumn, some armoured vehicles were engaged 
in combat in western Bosnia around the town of Cazin or in Lika and 
Banija. Some of the battalion’s vehicles were lost in combat. 


Wehrmacht and Ordnungspolizei Armoured Units 
in Srem-Slavonia 


Since late 1942, German and Croatian forces in Slavonia and Srem 
started to use armour in support of actions against Partisan forces. 
By order of Reichsführer-SS Heinrich Himmler on 21 June 1943, the 
whole territory of Croatia was declared an “anti-Partisan area”. Ac- 
cording to this order, additional SS Police units were deployed. In the 
autumn of 1943, several armoured Polizei units arrived in Croatia: 

d Pol.Pz.Kp. 6, which operated from the summer of 1943 
from Osijek. It was armed with Hotchkiss tanks and ADGZ armoured 
cars. This unit was attached to the /73. Infanterie-Division (Res) in 
October 1943, and later in 1944 to other Ordnungspolizei units, as 
well as under orders from the 69. AK; 

3 Pol.Pz.Kp. 11, armed with Hotchkiss tanks and Panhard ar- 
moured cars. It operated in support of SS Polizei-Regiment Kroatien 
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from November 1943 and other Ordnungspolizei units in 1944. It 
supported the 42. Jüger-Division and was used under the direction of 


the 69. AK. It was based in Zagreb during 1944. 


o 


Pol.Pz.Kp. 16, which arrived much later in July 1944. It 
operated a mix of Pz.Kpfw. 35 (1) (Skoda), L3 and L6 tanks and it was 
based in Samobor near Zagreb. 


Besides Ordnungspolizei armoured companies, part of Pz.KpJ/ 
Abt.z.b.V.12 or Pz.Abt. 202 had been used in Slavonia since October 
1943 and during the spring of 1944 in different anti-Partisan opera- 
tions. Tanks of both units were under the command of the 69. AK, 
the 1st Cossack Division or other Wehrmacht forces operating in the 
area. 

The most vital communication in Slavonia-Srem/Croatia was the 
railway line between Zagreb and Belgrade, which was used exten- 
sively for the transport of German troops between central and south- 
ern Europe. For protection of this important communication line, 
several armoured trains were deployed. These were the ‘regular’ 6th, 
23rd, 64th and 65th, then leichte (light) 301st and 302nd, auxiliary 
206th, as well as the Panzertriebwagen (PT-15, PT-32 and PT-33 
railcars). Since 15 August 1944, all were under the control of the 
Eisenbahnsicherungsstab Kroatien. According to different reports, 
some armoured vehicles from Polizei-Panzer units or the Wehrmacht 
were temporarily based in several railway stations alongside the Za- 
greb-Belgrade railway line for protection. 


Croatian Armoured Units and Armoured Trains 


Croatian armoured forces did not profit much from the Italian capitu- 
lation in September 1943, since in most cases German or Partisan 
forces took over Italian armour as booty. In some cases, the Croatian 
Ustasa captured a few different armoured vehicles such as AB 41s, 
Fiat armoured trucks or L6 tanks. Most Croatian armoured forces 
(Homeland or Ustasa) were deployed and used in anti-Partisan op- 
erations in three main areas: in Zagorje (north of Zagreb), southwest 
of Zagreb, and around Gospié in Lika. It is very difficult to trace 
their usage since there are no detailed Croatian documentary sources, 
while Partisan reports do not pay attention to the difference between 
Croatian armour and German forces of the 3. SS Korps operating 
against them in the same area in late 1943. 

At the beginning of 1944, Ustasa armoured units received some 
Italian Beute L6 and L40 SPG vehicles. At the same time a batch 
of Hotchkiss tanks was delivered to Homeland Forces, most likely 
from German units already operating in Croatia. Those newly ar- 
rived vehicles were used to fill existing Ustasa armoured units of 
the Poglavnik Bodyguard (Armoured and/or Fast Battalion), or to 
fill out already planned tank platoons with Homeland Forces Light 
Infantry / Mountain Brigades. Later, the Croatian Homeland Forces 
turned some of the tanks that had been damaged in combat (but re- 
covered) into some kind of fixed fire-points (bunkers). Such vehicles 
were organised in the Reserve Armoured Command with their main 
task being the defence of Zagreb. 

In the autumn of 1944, in the process of reorganisation, all Homeland 
and Ustasa forces were amalgamated into new "Strike Divisions". 
Some of them had at their disposal a platoon (rarely a company) 
with different armoured vehicles from previous units. The Poglavnik 
Bodyguard Unit remained the exclusive Ustasa outfit, and it still had 
the Armoured Battalion of smaller size until the end of the war. Ac- 
cording to Wehrmacht estimates, on 01 December 1944 Croatian 
forces had 85 different armoured vehicles at its disposal. It seems 
this number could be only according to a ‘theoretical organisation’ 
rather than reality, or that it included armoured railway cars. 
Another component of the Croatian armoured force was the armoured 
train. In 1944 there were five companies (No.1-5) of armoured trains 


that controlled railways in Croatia. They were attached to the Corps 
District Commands of the Homeland Forces, and since August 1944 
to the Eisenbahnsicherungsstab z.b.V. 

Armoured trains were especially used in anti-Partisan operations in 
Bosnia in 1943-44, since parts of Bosnian territory did not allow ex- 
tensive usage of ‘regular’ armour. These armoured trains were most- 
ly Croatian-made, with the cars armed with French tank turrets and 
different German auxiliary armoured trains. Some trains were used 
on the narrow-gage tracks. They were subordinated to different Cro- 
atian territorial HQs or attached temporarily to the nearest German 
unit operating in the area. Armoured trains were named according 
to animals (Fox, Wolf, Lynx, Lion, Panther or Tiger) with names in 
both Croatian and German languages, or according to Bosnian place 
names (Zenica, Travnik, Bistrica or Neretva). 

Partisan forces frequently attacked these trains in different areas of 
Bosnia during 1944. Some armoured trains were attacked in the sec- 
ond half of 1944 by Allied fighter-bombers operating from Italy. As 
elsewhere in Yugoslavia, in most cases they were just damaged or 
derailed from their tracks. Nearly all of them were repaired and re- 
turned to service. 


Partisans Capture Croatian Tanks 


Partisan units operating in northern parts of the Independent State 
of Croatia (such as northwest Slavonia or Zagorje) had clashes with 
Croatian forces using tanks during 1944. In these instances, the Par- 
tisans managed to destroy or damage several vehicles. Some were 
even captured. 

They first captured an L6 tank on 21 April 1944 after a battle at Novi 
Marof. It was taken from the Ustasa Armoured Battalion of the PTS. 
It was used in another attack against Croatian forces in the same 
town on 27 April but was recaptured in battle by its original Croatian 
‘owners’. 

When part of the Croatian garrison in the city of Daruvar defected 
on 02 September 1944, it was a strong boost for Partisan forces in 
Slavonia. The Partisans received two Hotchkiss tanks and a single 
L3 tank from the defectors. These created the Tank Detachment of 
the Partisan 6th Corps. They were used in a night attack on the city 
of Pakrac on 13 September 1944, where one tank was destroyed and 
another damaged. In the next action, whilst attacking the Croatian 
stronghold of Podravska Slatina on 25 September, another Partisan 
tank was destroyed. Later the remaining Partisan tank was labelled 
as “of no further use”. 

In the following days, the Partisans managed to capture seven more 
tanks in combat with Croatian forces at Klostar on 04-05 October 
1944. They used five of them: two Hotchkiss and three L3 tanks as 
well as some other vehicles. The Partisans organised them into the 
Tank Company (which was later attached to their 10th Corps) with 
five tanks and the Auto Battalion with seven vehicles. Most of these 
vehicles were used in further clashes against Croatian forces, but 
they suffered from user inexperience and a lack of fuel. Some tanks 
were destroyed in further clashes in November 1944, while one L3 
was recaptured in the Kalinovac area on 14-15 December. At the end 
of 1944, the 10th Partisan Corps reported only two light tanks and 
20+ different vehicles in use. 


Tank Company of the Partisan 5th Corps 


In the summer of 1944, Partisans of the Sth Corps operating in 
Bosanska Krajina managed to capture three tanks, most likely from 
Croatian forces (two reported as “Fiats” and a single Hotchkiss). 
They were organised into the Tank Platoon of the 5th Corps, but 
because of different technical problems the platoon retained only a 
single tank reported as a “Fiat”. Partisans used this tank in an attack 


= German Panzers and Allied Armour in Yugoslavia in World War Two 


on Banja Luka in September 1944. They did not manage to capture 
the city, but the commander of the platoon, Lazo Marin, captured 
two Croatian Hotchkiss tanks and their crews. These three tanks and 
three hidden tanks captured in Split in September 1943, used by the 
1st Proletarian Division until the winter of 1943/44, were gathered 
into a six-vehicle-strong Tank Company of the 5th Corps. The com- 
pany was used in an attack on the city of Travnik in late October 
1944, where one of the Hotchkiss tanks was lost with the company 
commander Marin. After the capture of Travnik, this Tank Company 
was gathered to the HQ of the 5th Corps and was not used further in 
combat until the spring of 1945. 


Partisan 1st Tank Brigade 


According to an agreement with British authorities, Partisans gath- 
ered all their personnel having some experience dealing with ar- 
mour, as well as volunteers with technical knowledge, in the winter 
of 1943/44. They then dispatched them to British forces in Egypt. 
Training started in Katadba Camp, some 45km southwest of Cairo. 
The group was joined by members of the Royal Yugoslav Guards 
Battalion that had been in the Middle East since 1941. These new- 
comers were mostly Slovenes and Croats that had been recruited into 
Italian or German forces in Africa and later captured by British forc- 
es. After the training process, they returned to Gravina in Italy (50km 
from Bari) where on 16 July 1944 the 1st Tank Brigade was formed. 
This Partisan brigade was completely equipped by the British Army. 
It had 56 Stuart M3A3 tanks, 24 AEC Mk II armoured cars, two 
M3AI Scout Cars, 75 other vehicles and some anti-tank guns (57mm 
or 75mm calibre) attached to each battalion. The brigade continued 
training and preparations until it was shipped across the Adriatic to 
the island of Vis, and later landed on the Dalmatian shore. Prior to 
embarkation, brigade maintenance personnel discovered and repaired 
three more Stuart tanks and several other vehicles from scrapyards, 
and these were then added to the brigade's inventory. 
Characteristics of the Yugoslav theatre did not allow the 1st Tank 
Brigade to be used as a whole unit. Because the Partisans needed 
armour in many places, their Supreme HQ decided to divide the bri- 
gade into two groups (Northern and Southern) and to attach them 
to those Partisan HQs that were responsible for main operations in 
central Dalmatia/Knin Krajina and south Dalmatia/Herzegovina. 
The Northern Group (2nd Tank Battalion, parts of the 3rd Tank Bat- 
talion and a company with AECs) had its combat debut on the island 
of Brac on 16 October 1944. The group was later shipped to the area 
of Split and was introduced into combat from 26 October. It engaged 
in clashes around Spilt and Sibenik in late October with total losses 
of six Stuart tanks. However, its major engagement was in the battle 
for Knin between 25 November and 03 December, in which Parti- 
sans of VIII Corps attacked and captured the city of Knin. It was a 
huge garrison where most of the 15. Gebirgs-Korps (264. and 373. 
Infanterie-Divisions) and attached Croat units had a stronghold. The 
Northern Group took active part in combat, supporting Partisan units 
in the attack and later chasing retreating German/Croat troops. It suf- 
fered the loss of four destroyed and four damaged Stuarts. Also, one 
AEC was destroyed and two damaged. 

Of importance for technical maintenance and training of new person- 
nel was the establishment of the brigade's Technical Workshop in the 
abandoned La Dalamtien factory in Sibenik. The workshop managed 
to repair and recover several damaged Stuarts. Some modifications 
were also invented there, such as mounting PaK 75mm anti-tank 
guns instead of a turret on three Stuarts, and mounting of the quadru- 
ple 20mm Flakvierling antiaircraft gun on two Stuart chassis. Later, 
the workshop modified one captured Somua tank by adding an AEC 
57mm turret and mounting a pair of mortars to a captured Sd.Kfz. 
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251. During the winter of 1944/45, tanks and vehicles of the North- 
ern Group were stored in the workshop. 

The Southern Group (1st Tank Battalion, parts of the 3rd Tank Bat- 
talion, a company with AECs, engineers) landed on the Dalmatian 
shore later, on 03 November 1944. After landing, the Ist Tank Bri- 
gade’s combat debut for the Southern Group was on 12 November 
1944 around Buna in Herzegovina. However, it was relatively un- 
successful. The brigade was held out of action until 27-30 Novem- 
ber, when it engaged in fighting in Herzegovina. In the fight around 
Nevesinje, Partisan tankers encountered six German tanks (four were 
“Fiats” [probably L3s] and two were heavier [Partisans labelled them 
“Panthers”]). In combat, one Partisan Stuart was destroyed while an 
AEC was damaged. On the other side, one of the Fiats was destroyed. 
The Southern Group was used once more before the end of 1944, and 
tanks spent the winter of 1944/45 out of combat. At the end of Janu- 
ary 1945, they were reactivated. 


Usage of Armour in Occupied Serbia 


From the end of the summer of 1943 till the beginning of Septem- 
ber 1944, there were no large Wehrmacht units deployed or garri- 
soned in occupied Serbia. There were only HQs of Heeresgruppe 
F in Belgrade and Pz.AOK 2 in Vrnjacka Banja. The primary and 
most important German unit tasked to maintain security was the 5. 
SS Polizei-Regiment (mot). 

The Bulgarian 1st Occupying Corps was mainly an infantry force 
that used vehicles for patrolling or supplying unit elements all over 
central and southern Serbia. It was the same case with their force 
in Macedonia, which was annexed to Bulgaria. In November 1943, 
five Bulgarian tanks were used in the region of UZice, western Ser- 
bia during the fight with the Partisan 5th Division. There is no other 
evidence of usage of Bulgarian armour in occupied Serbia or Mac- 
edonia. 

In the second half of 1943, a Wehrmacht armoured unit titled Kampf- 
schule Nis was organised in the city of Nis, with the purpose of train- 
ing Bulgarian crews on Pz.Kpfw. IVs and StuG IIs that had been 
supplied to the Bulgarian Army in 1943-44. Training of Bulgarian 
crews lasted until the end of the summer of 1944. 

Locally raised Serbian or Russian-émigré security forces used to 
mount auxiliary/improvised armoured trains on the main Belgrade- 
south Serbia railway route. They were used even more on local rail- 
way routes, some of them with narrow-gage tracks. These trains had 
Renault FT-17s aboard. In south Serbia there was a light armoured 
train Nr. 303. Furthermore, two Panzertriebwagen (Nr. 30 and 31) 
were ordered to Serbia in 1944 to join train Nr.303 in patrolling south 
and central Serbia wide-track railways. 

The Partisan attempt to break into Serbia from the Bosnian side dur- 
ing March-April 1944 was the pretext for the return of Pz.Abt.z.b.V.12 
to Serbia. One of its companies was engaged in fighting against the 
Partisan 2nd and 5th Divisions in an attempt to break into western 
Serbia. Tanks of Pz.Abt. 12 supported Ordnungspolizei, Serbian and 
Russian security forces in fighting south and west of Užice in the 
spring of 1944. From the beginning of July 1944, nearly the whole of 
Pz.Abt. 12 was engaged in fighting against Partisans. It was divided 
into companies: in the area of Leskovac in southern Serbia, around 
Krusevac in central Serbia, and in SandZak. 

In the summer of 1944, two self-propelled gun units arrived in Serbia 
to help local forces fight the Partisans. These were StuG-Brigade 191 
and StuG-Brigade 201. Their units were active in supporting differ- 
ent security or Ordnungspolizei forces in western or southern Serbia 
in fighting the Partisans. StuG-Brigade 201 was active from July on- 
wards in the SandZak area, while StuG-Brigade 19] reached Serbia 
in August 1944. These veterans from the Balkan campaign of 1941 
and the Eastern Front were stationed in the area south of Nis. 
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Wehrmacht Preparations for the Soviet Approach 
in Late Summer 1944 


After the Soviet Army push into southeast Europe, reaching Roma- 
nian territory in late August 1944, the Wehrmacht Siidost commander 
ordered a regrouping and strengthening of forces in eastern Serbian 
(pre-war Yugoslav) borders where the Soviet assault was expected. 
The Wehrmacht in the Yugoslav theatre had at its disposal small-sized 
armoured units tasked with Bandenkampf (anti-guerrilla) missions or 
simply maintaining public order. During the summer of 1944, the 
whole of Pz.Abt.z.b.V.12 was stationed in Serbia with 94 Beute ar- 
moured vehicles that were used at several locations in western or 
southern Serbia for combating Partisans. Also taking part in combat 
were elements of StuG-Brigade 19] and 201, and Kampfschule Nis. 
According to previously given orders, Pz.Abt. 202 from the Bihac 
area and Pz.Aufkl.Kp. 468 from Zagreb, Croatia, were immediately 
transferred by rail to Serbia. Both units were subordinated to the 
Wehrmacht Military Commander in Serbia. After reaching Belgrade 
on 26 August, armoured cars of the 468th Company were sent to 
eastern Serbia. Pz.Abt. 202 with 36 M15/42 tanks reached Serbia 
by 10 September. It was estimated that the M15s were “without 
great effect”, but that the crews were well trained and experienced in 
Bandenkampf. It was planned that Ordnungspolizei Pz.Kp. 12 armed 
with M15/42 tanks should be transferred to Serbia to enter the struc- 
ture of SS Pol.Rgt. 5 (Mot). However, since the company was not 
prepared for deployment in Serbia until mid-October, it was later 
sent to Hungary. 

Another problem for Wehrmacht decision-makers was the expected 
Bulgarian departure from the Axis and the withdrawal of its occupa- 
tion forces from Yugoslavia. The 1st Bulgarian Corps received or- 
ders on 29 August to retreat to Bulgaria. Immediately, most Bulgar- 
ian forces started moving from Macedonia and Serbia. Only part of 
these forces fully managed to reach Bulgaria. In an operation named 
Judas, German forces disarmed one Bulgarian division in Macedo- 
nia and two further divisions and a divisional staff in Serbia. A tem- 
porary unit, Sonderkommando Guderian, created from tank crews in 
units stationed in Krakow, was urgently dispatched to Nis. The inten- 
tion was to overtake Bulgarian tanks and StuG IIs that remained in 
Kampfschule Nis, or others in Bulgaria if there was a need. 

Other Bulgarian occupation forces were disarmed by Macedonian 
or Serbian Partisans. As in the Italian case a year before, the Parti- 
sans did not just capture weaponry but took control of areas previ- 
ously supervised by the Bulgarians. Such a development, and the fast 
approach of the Soviet Army from the east, would provoke further 
problems later in October when the evacuation of Heeresgruppe E 
from Greece started. 

On 09 September 1944, following the entrance of the Soviet 3rd 
Ukrainian Front into its territory, Bulgaria left the Axis. 

During September 1944, several German divisions were ordered to 
take positions against the expected Soviet advance. In eastern Serbia, 
parts of the Brandenburg-Division were already operating in Serbia, 
the 117. Jäger-Division from Greece, the I. Gebirgsjäger-Division 
from Sandžak, and the 7. SS Division Prinz Eugen from Croatia were 
all deployed in eastern Serbia. The only armour they could rely on 
were vehicles of Pz.Abt.z.b.V.12, Pz.Aufkl.Kp. 468 and parts of StuG- 
Brigade 191. Further north, in Banat, other units were deployed 
with the same task. Urgently transferred from Greece were the 4. SS 
Polizei-Division, Sturm-Regiment Rhodos and SS Pol.Rgt. 18 (with 
Pz.Zug containing AB 41 and L40 SPGs). Grenadier-Brigade 92, 
transferred from Croatia, was deployed in the Serbian and Romanian 
parts of Banat, as well as in eastern Serbia. Finally, the armoured 
train Nr. 6 arrived in Banat too. 

The Soviet Army crossed into eastern Serbia on 28 September 1944. 
Supported by local Partisans, they immediately clashed with Ger- 
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man forces on a wide front in eastern Serbia. Unlike the motley Ger- 
man units assembled from all sides of the Balkans, the Soviet 3rd 
Ukrainian Front looked like a steamroller approaching at full speed. 
The Front’s 57th Army consisting of three rifle corps with more than 
eleven rifle divisions and other units, and was supported by tanks of 
the 4th Guards Mechanised Corps. 

In Banat, units of the 2nd Ukrainian Front entered the territory of 
Yugoslavia too. Their forces were spearheaded by the 46th Army, 
which consisted of the 10th and 31st Guards Corps, and they started 
to push into German forces. The Volksdeutsche population also start- 
ed to flee, trying to escape from the Soviets. Some German troops 
retreated to the north towards Hungary. Other units like parts of SS 
Pol.Regt. 18 and Grenadier-Brigade 92, retreated south to Belgrade, 
crossing the bridge over the Danube near the city. On 12 October 
the bridge was destroyed, forcing the Soviets to stop their advance. 
Being unable to cross the Danube, the Soviet 10th Corps remained 
on the Banat side. 

Meanwhile, Partisan forces advancing from the SandZak area deeply 
penetrated Serbia, reaching the city of Valjevo some 100km south- 
west of Belgrade by 14 September 1944. In the fierce fighting around 
this city, tanks of Pz.Abt. 202 supported the withdrawal of SS Pol. 
Rgt. 5 and Serbian security forces from the besieged garrison on 18 
September. 

Pz.Abt. 202 (minus 2. Kp) established its headquarters in Sabac on 
the Sava River. Its presence improved the position of Wehrmacht/ 
Ordnungspolizei forces operating in northwest Serbia. From Sabac, 
tanks of Pz.Abt. 202 also operated on the Croatian side (in Srem), 
supporting operations against local Partisans. In mid-October, 
Pz.Abt. 202 took part in heavy fighting against Partisans in northwest 
Serbia. The Partisan 11th Division, after unsuccessful fighting over 
the city of Obrenovac on 09 October, estimated it had clashed “with 
a serious enemy” and that the Partisans “were not used to such resist- 
ance". The Abteilung lost several M15 tanks in combat before the 
final withdrawal on 25 October from Serbia. After retreating from 
the other side of the Sava River, Pz.Abr. 202 took up positions in the 
city of Sid from 26 October and it was engaged in establishing new 
frontlines against Partisans that were advancing from the Serbia. 


Heeresgruppe E Retreats from Greece 


Because of the drastic deterioration in the strategic situation in south- 
east Europe, the OKW decided on 03 October 1944 to withdraw all 
German forces from Greece. The retreat was planned through com- 
munication lines leading from Greece, across Macedonia and Serbia 
to the north, or as an alternative, across Albania and Montenegro, 
to Croatia and beyond to the Reich. The Heeresgruppe E Stab was 
evacuated during October through Belgrade and Osijek, and it was 
stationed in Zagreb since 01 November. While in Greece, this Stab 
had three army corps available (68th, 91st and 22nd Gebirgs) plus 
other units; in strength it had more than ten divisions. Among those 
forces all over Greece there were not many Panzer units in the au- 
tumn of 1944. The few included Pz.Aufkl.Abt. 122 and Pz.Abt. 212, 
both stationed on Crete. 

Belonging to the 22. Infanterie-Division, Pz.Aufkl.Abt. 122 was cre- 
ated earlier by reorganising Pz.Sp.Kp. 13, and it had at its disposal ar- 
moured cars (Sd.Kfz. 221/222/23 1/232), self-propelled guns (Marder 
III) and towed anti-tank guns. In late August there were 32 armoured 
cars and 18 self-propelled guns on the Abteilung’s strength. The unit 
transferred to the Greek mainland on 09 September. Following the 
orders for a retreat, the Abteilung started moving to the north on 10 
October 1944. It participated in all further combat against Yugoslav 
Partisans and the Bulgarian Army in Macedonia and Kosovo. Later, 
it continued fighting in Bosnia in 1944-45. 
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Another armoured unit, Pz.Abt. 212 operating in Greece, had a dif- 
ferent mix of vehicles. It had on 28 August 1944: 52 different tanks 
(Somua, Hotchkiss, Pz.Kpfw. I/II/III/TV), 200+ vehicles and 280 mo- 
torcycles! It transferred to the Greek mainland on 13 September. The 
Abteilung left all its Beute types and some Panzers on Crete. Later 
these tanks were used to create Pz.Abt. Kreta. Pz.Abt. 212 started 
withdrawing from Greece on 10 October. Contrary to other retreating 
units, the men of Pz.Abt. 2/2 transferred from Macedonia to north- 
ern Italy (OZAK). in the first week of November. While retreating 
through Yugoslavia in the winter of 1944/45, another unit - Pz.Jäg. 
Abt. 122 - possessed some armoured vehicles besides towed artillery. 
These could be the vehicles previously used by Pz.Abt. 212 and left 
after men of that unit were transferred out of the Balkans. 


The Belgrade Operation 


After the Soviet 57th Army took control of eastern Serbia and reached 
the Morava River (a natural boundary in central Serbia) by around 
10 October 1944, the 4th Guards Mechanised Corps was introduced 
from the rear echelon. Its main task was to enter central Serbia and 
proceed directly towards Belgrade, the capital of Yugoslavia. It was 
a task of political and strategic importance. For the Soviets it was 
regarded as another captured (‘liberated’) European capital before 
the main attack on the Third Reich. But for the Yugoslav Partisans, 
the capture of Belgrade was a symbol of seizure of political power. 
Their forces were already some 70-100km from Belgrade but they 
lacked the capability of performing a successful and final attack on 
the capital. Now, the Partisans relied on Soviet tanks. 

This 4th Guards Mechanised Corps consisted of the 36th Guards 
Tank Brigade, three Guards Mechanised Brigades (No. 14, 15 and 
16), the 292nd Guards Heavy Self-Propelled Artillery Regiment and 
62nd Independent Motorcycle Battalion. For the dash towards Bel- 
grade, the corps was reinforced by several artillery units. Its main 
strength was 160 tanks, 21 self-propelled guns, 31 armoured cars, 
31 Katyushas and 400+ towed artillery pieces. Most of the tank fleet 
consisted of T-34-85 tanks (with some older T-34-76) while the rest 
of the armour included SU-85, ISU-122 and ISU-152 self-propelled 
guns, M3A1 Scout Cars, BA-64s and Universal Carriers, mostly with 
reconnaissance units. 

The Soviet armoured force entered central Serbia, where Serbian 
Partisans had already clashed with different German units some 50- 
80km south of Belgrade. These were elements of Gren.Bde. 92 and 
SS Pol.Rgt. 18 (which retreated across the Danube), three armoured 
trains and the newly formed StuG-Abteilung 1007 from the 7. SS 
Division. This last unit, separated from its parent division, arrived 
from Bosanski Brod and was unloaded from trains at Mladenovac, 
56km south of Belgrade. Under the command of Hauptsturmführer 
Paleta, this Abteilung entered directly into combat with the Partisans. 
Assembled German forces managed to stop the Partisans on 11/12 
October around the city of Topola. But on 13 October the situation 
dramatically changed when Soviet tanks appeared. After an initial 
encounter with Soviet T-34s, where Paleta’s Stug Abt. was especially 
effective, the German units started to retreat towards Belgrade. 
Divided into two groups, the Soviet 4th Corps moved quickly to- 
wards Belgrade. Headed by the 36th Guards Tank Brigade, the lead 
units approached from the south, while another attack headed by the 
15th Guards Mechanised Brigade approached from the east follow- 
ing the Danube. These forces were followed by other 3rd Ukrainian 
Front forces, and eight divisions of Yugoslav Partisans. On 14 Octo- 
ber the direct attack on Belgrade started. The Soviets and Yugoslav 
Partisans attacked from several southern suburbs into the city. T-34s 
of the 36th Tank Brigade and three mechanised brigades led the as- 
sault, with Partisans acting as attached infantry. 
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Belgrade was defended by German forces gathered from all sides. 
They were supported by the remaining armour of Pz.Abt. 12, Pz.Abt. 
202, StuG-Brigade 191 and Pz.Aufkl.Kp. 468. Their vehicles were 
used separately or in formations up to platoon size, mostly serving 
as infantry support to defending German units in the city. The main 
intention was to hold the Belgrade Bridge and the zone on the Sava 
River long enough to enable evacuation of forces remaining in east- 
ern Serbia, as well as the Belgrade garrison. It was planned that new 
frontlines against the Soviets and Yugoslav Partisans should be es- 
tablished later on the other (Srem) side of the Sava River. 

Soviet and Yugoslav Partisan forces were completely focused on 
the seizure of Belgrade. They did not have knowledge of any other 
German forces besides those in the city. But, retreating from east- 
ern Serbia was Kampfgruppe Stettner comprising parts of the 7. 
Gebirgs-Division and 117. Jüger-Division, Grenadier-Brigade 92, 
two Brandenburg-Regiments and numerous smaller units ranging 
from motorised antiaircraft or engineer units to naval units operat- 
ing earlier at the Iron Gates on the Danube. They were supported by 
remnants of Pz.Abt.z.b.V.12, Pz.Aufkl.Kp.468 and StuG-Brigade 191 
moving west towards Belgrade, following the Danube. 

This Kampfgruppe’s sudden push into the eastern outskirts of Bel- 
grade on 15 October was a total surprise for the Soviets and Yugo- 
slavs. Instead of quickly finishing off the garrison resistance, for the 
following three days a huge battle in the Belgrade suburbs and neigh- 
bouring villages raged. After heavy clashes on the Belgrade-Sme- 
derevo road on 16-18 October, Stettner's group left all their heavy 
equipment and weapons on the road and continued to retreat on foot 
through nearby villages, heading west to the Sava River. The units 
that managed to break through and cross the Sava River lost their 
equipment and vehicles (/. Gebirgs-Division, 117. Jäger-Division, 
Division Brandenburg and Grenadier-Brigade 92). Most minor units 
were disbanded due to heavy losses. 

On the night of 19/20 October 1944, the last German units left down- 
town Belgrade. Those units in the suburbs along the Sava River left 
their positions on 21-22 October. According to documents and pre- 
served photos, German forces lost around two dozen different ar- 
moured vehicles, not counting destroyed equipment of Kampfgruppe 
Stettner. It is interesting that the Soviets did not allow Yugoslav 
Partisans to take possession of any captured vehicles. They simply 
seized the vehicles (fuel and German prisoners too) from the sur- 
prised Partisans, who lacked drivers or skilled technicians to main- 
tain captured equipment. On the other side, documentary estimates 
of Soviet losses in armour were never revealed. So far there are only 
a handful of photos showing several T-34s destroyed in the street 
fighting. 


Soviet Dash into Central Serbia and German Retreat to Bosnia 


Lead units of the Soviet Army consisting of the 64th and 68th Rifle 
Corps separated from the main body of the 3rd Ukrainian Front and 
continued to advance into central Serbia. This movement blocked 
Heeresgruppe E forces from retreating north along railway lines in 
the Morava Valley towards Belgrade and further north. 

These Soviet forces and local Partisans continued fighting, pushing 
German forces to the southwest, and on 14 October they entered 
the city of Krusevac. Among the first to enter were ISU-152 assault 
howitzers of the Independent Self-Propelled Artillery Regiment. In 
further clashes around Kragujevac until 21 October, elements of 
Pz.Abt.z.b.V.12 were extensively used and a couple of its tanks were 
lost in combat on 19-21 October. The frontlines stabilised around 
the city of Kraljevo. The further retreat of German forces from 
Greece now continued through the Ibar Valley, heading to the west, 
into Bosnia. Using all available forces gathered around Kraljevo, 
the lines were stabilised and commanded by Korps Müller (from 13 
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November 1944 known as XXXIV AK z.b.V). All surviving armour 
from Pz.Abt z.b.V.12, Pz.Aufkl.Kp. 468 and some StuGs were used, 
attached to divisions in the area, to stop further Soviet and Partisan 
attacks and their advance. It enabled other German forces to march 
out of Greece and southern parts of Yugoslavia. 

This frontline standoff in western Serbia remained until late No- 
vember 1944. The retreat of German forces through Serbia towards 
Bosnia came to an end. At the same time, between 26 and 30 No- 
vember, Soviet forces were ordered to leave central Serbia and to 
proceed to the front established in north Vojvodina and Hungary. 
Immediately, Partisan forces started with attacks that followed the 
obvious German withdrawal. German forces proceeded into Bosnia, 
continuing the retreat from Yugoslavia (and the Balkans) whilst un- 
der constant pressure. Despite the fighting, remnants of Wehrmacht 
armoured units from Serbia continued with other forces into Bosnia. 
In eastern and central Bosnia in the winter of 1944/45, the following 
armoured units were active: a remaining company of Pz.Abt.z.b.V.12 
and Pz.Aufkl.Abt. 122 with four companies. Most likely, one of these 
units took over what was left from Pz.Aufkl.Kp. 468. 

Since the railway lines to the north were cut off, the earlier Wehr- 
macht practice of transporting armoured units by rail ceased. Now 
most vehicles were driven and used in combat. It quickly revealed 
a most serious problem - a lack of fuel. In November 1944 it was 
ordered that fuel should be used (by retreating forces) only for vehi- 
cles above 3 tons, and those of lesser weight should be abandoned. 
Summarising clashes with retreating German forces in the Morava 
Valley between 15 October and 15 December 1944, Partisan sources 
quoted only four destroyed and one wrecked tanks and 186 other 
vehicles destroyed. Most probably these were vehicles discovered on 
the ground after the retreat of German forces. Only 20 vehicles and 
twelve different artillery pieces were captured. These figures show 
that no matter how harsh the conditions in retreat and combat, Ger- 
man forces managed to preserve most of their valuable assets for 
further fighting. 

After the Germans, Soviets and Bulgarians had left Serbia, the Parti- 
sans gathered abandoned or captured armour within the Auto School 
of the Serbian Partisan Main HQ, possibly located in Kragujevac. 
Among them were some Renault R35s, Hotchkiss tanks, M15s, 
StuG IIIs, Autoblindas and different Semovente types. Contrary to 
Partisan practice elsewhere in Yugoslavia, in Serbia 1944-45 no ar- 
moured unit was formed. This was most probably because of the lack 
of skilled personnel, expectations that the Soviets would soon deliver 
new equipment, and also as a precaution for defeated Chetnik forces 
being present in nearly all parts of Serbia. 


Bulgaria Enters the War with the Allies 


When the Soviet Army entered Bulgaria, sudden political changes 
happened. Its army was subordinated to the Soviet 3rd Ukrainian 
Front. The Bulgarian Army received the task of crossing (actually, to 
return) to Yugoslavia and engage in fighting against German forces. 
On 15 September, the Bulgarian Bronirana Brigada (Armoured Bri- 
gade) and Independent Armoured Reconnaissance Battalion gath- 
ered in Pirot. It had clashes and suffered some losses while support- 
ing advancing infantry. Two days later, on 17 September, the Bul- 
garians suffered heavy losses while attempting to attack positions 
of the 7. Gebirgsjäger-Division. The 9th Company of the advancing 
Bronirana Brigada, armed with Pz.Kpfw. IV tanks, was ambushed 
on a tiny road near Bela Palanka towards Nis, losing all ten panzers 
with 41 crewmen on board. This terrific blow to the Bulgarians was 
caused by a single German 8,8 cm (88mm) gun! Totally demoralised, 
Bulgarian armoured and other forces withdrew and halted all actions 
against German forces in Serbia. 
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Unit 1.9.1944 


Type 


Pz.Abt.zb.V.12 | MIS/42 20/14 


1.10.44 | 31.10.44 | 15.11.44 [301144 | 15.12.44 | 30.12.44 ] 1.1.1945 [1245 |i- iz 
15345 | 15445 
3310 | 1.12.44: 
= 
enden Sesame 


Hotchkiss | 21/8 18/1 
9/6 4/5 4/2 
Armoured 3A 
cars 
mw ee |J yi 


Munitions- 
Wagen 
M15/42 


Pz.Abt. 202 


Semovente 
L40 

Semovente 
L41 


| Hetzer | 


— other Pz.Kpfw. e 
units: Hi 


Pz.Kpfw. 
I 
r Pz.Kpfw. 
L IV 
StuG III 37/10 54/14 


L6/47 
Armoured 


NENNEN NEUEN 
32/11 
cars 


halftracks 
[— Jem. BEE 
halftracks 


Table of armoured vehicles at the disposal of Siidost HQ 1944-45 


After the Soviet Army had deeply penetrated eastern Serbia, reach- 
ing Morava on 9-10 October, Bulgarian forces re-entered Serbia and 
Macedonia. Their forces advanced on a wide front. These were forc- 
es of the Armoured Brigade, 1st and 2nd Assault Battalions and In- 
dependent Armoured Reconnaissance Battalion. They clashed with 
retreating German forces in southern Serbia separately or with Parti- 
sans. On 14 October, Bulgarian forces, along with Serbian Partisans, 
entered the city of Nis. There, several abandoned or wrecked tanks 
from Pz.Abt.z.b.V.12 were captured. Surprised Yugoslav Partisans 
discovered the Bulgarians collecting captured vehicles in several 
locations, and it led to several serious clashes. The Bulgarians, be- 
ing the regular force, managed to easily commandeer the booty from 
the unskilled Serbian Partisans. The same happened with the Soviets 
around Belgrade. 

In the following weeks of October and at the beginning of Novem- 
ber 1944, Bulgarian armoured units supported their forces in further 
clashes in southern Serbia, as well as attacking the retreating Heeres- 
gruppe E on roads in Kosovo. Several Bulgarian armoured vehicles 
were lost in combat. Their armoured brigade was able to rest for 
most of November. It took part in combat again in Kosovo, along 
with Yugoslav Partisans, between 20 and 25 November 1944. The 
brigade then withdrew to Bulgaria. It was followed by the 1st Assault 
Battalion after the fighting in Kosovo and the 2nd Assault Battalion, 
which took part in action in Macedonia. In this campaign, Bulgarian 
armoured units lost a total of 26 armoured vehicles, of which 20 were 
tanks of the Armoured Brigade. 


German Armour after Abandoning Serbia 


Since the retreat from Serbia and parts of Vojvodina, most German 
forces gathered in Srem and eastern Slavonia. These forces were sub- 
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ordinated to Heeresgruppe E, while overall command of the newly 
established front went to XXXIV AK z.b.V. after its arrival from east- 
ern Bosnia in late November 1944. 

Among the Wehrmacht units in Srem/eastern Slavonia in the win- 
ter of 1944/45, there were remnants of Gren.Bde. 92, veterans from 
Pz.Abt. 202 (minus 2. Kp) and Pz.Abt.z.b.V.12 (minus 4. Kp). Both 
Abteilungen had little more than 20 tanks available. 

Besides the Panzer units, there were different Sturmgeschiitz units: 
StuG-Brigade 191, which was constantly engaged in fighting Parti- 
sans in Srem and eastern Slavonia, and later in Backa. There were 
three SS divisional battery-sized assault units: StuG.Abt. 1007 (Pale- 
ta), StuG.Kp. 1022 and StuG.Abt. Skanderbeg. The last one was 
equipped with Italian Semovente vehicles. Some of the divisional 
Panzerjáger-Abteilung had some assault guns or light tanks, includ- 
ing the 778. Jäger (1. Kp.) or 181. Infanterie (Pz.Jäg.Kp. 1222). Ac- 
cording to Soviet practice, the Partisans started to call self-propelled 
artillery/assault guns by the name ‘Ferdinand’. 

Ordnungspolizei units that had retreated from Serbia, or were already 
stationed in Srem/Slavonia (Croatia), were gathered around tempo- 
rary divisions named after their commanders (e.g. Stephan, Bether) 
and they were in combat alongside Wehrmacht units. On 15 Decem- 
ber 1944, XXXIV Korps had at its disposal Pol.Pz.Zug 1 and remains 
of the Panzer unit of SS Pol.Rgt. 18. Three police armoured compa- 
nies that were already in Croatia (No.6, 11 and 16) were used dur- 
ing the winter in fighting in Srem, two of them attached to Division 
Stephan (of XXXIV AK) in December 1944. 

It is worth noting that besides Partisan pressure in the eastern parts 
of Srem/Slavonia, Soviet forces in Baranja and southern Hungary, 
some panzer units were in eastern Slavonia on rest. An example is 
units from the 23. Panzer-Division (Schwere Pz.Abt. 503) during No- 
vember 1944. 
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Fighting in Slovenia / 
Ordnungspolizei vs. Partisans 
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Lined-up motorised transport of an unidentified Italian RSI unit in Capodistria (Koper) on 12 November 1943. Nearest to the camera is an armoured 
Fiat 665NM Scudato truck. (MNZS 6832/4) 


' An interestingly 

^ camouflaged L6 

^ tank, possibly from 
_. 13. (verst) Pol.Pz.Kp. 
< supporting Polizei 

` forces after breaking 
[^ the siege of the 
German garrison 

in Kocevje in mid- 
December 1943. 
(MRN JUG, 7676, 
B-34/1) 
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Polizisten (police officers) of SS Pol.Rgt. 14 mounting a Pz.Kpfw. IV Ausf. F1 of 13. (verst) Pol.Pz.Kp, prior to an attack on Kočevje (Gottschee), 
Slovenia, in December 1943. (MNZS 6519/b) 


The first armoured vehicles deployed to Reich-controlled parts of Slovenia in late 1941 were three Tatra OA vz. 30 armoured cars. Here are vehicles 


belonging to 14. Pol.Pz.Kp. in action in southwest Slovenia, January 1944. (MNZS TN 2395/5) 
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The Ordnungspolizei SS Pol.Rgt. 14 
was reinforced by 13. (verst) Pol. 
Pz.Kp. that operated an interesting 
mix of armoured vehicles. Here in an 
unidentified Slovenian town in the 
spring of 1944, Polizisten are posing 
near: 


a Pz.Kpfw. II Ausf. J VK 1601. 
(MNZS 2394/9) 


a Pz.Kpfw. IV Ausf. F1. 
(MNZS 2394/8) 


a Steyr ADGZ armoured car. 
(MNZS 2394/11) 
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This was a rare sight in other European 
theatres - a Pz.Kpfw. II Ausf. J VK 1601. This 
vehicle of 13. (verst) Pol.Pz.Kp. is rolling into 
action in Slovenia in the spring of 1944. 
(MNZS 2394/12 / MNZS 2388/6) 
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This Panzer IV Ausf. F1 of 13. (verst) Pol.Pz.Kp. is preparing to recover a truck. It also belongs to the Polizei and it was spotted somewhere in Slovenia 
in the spring of 1944, (MNZS 2394/15) 
= 


Asolitary L3 from the “San Giusto” Gruppo squeezes between two Pz.Kpfw. III Ausf. N tanks of Pz.Abt. 208 in Gorizia in the summer of 1944. Both 


units saw action against Slovenian Partisans in the OZAK. (Stefano di Giusto collection) 
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An ADGZ of 13. (verst) Pol.Pz.Kp. is supporting Slovenian Homeland 
Forces in anti-Partisan operations in September 1944. It carries the 
registration ‘22794’. 

(MNZS 2394/5) 


This unusual 
camera position 
depicts two Steyr 
ADGZ vehicles 

in a destroyed 
village somewhere 
in Slovenia 1944. 
(MNZS 2378/1) 


Slovenian Homeland Forces (Slovensko 
Domobranstvo) were supplied with limited 
quantities of heavy weaponry and vehicles. This 
is an improvised armoured truck based on an 
Italian OM Taurus (1944). 

(MNZS 2403/9) 
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The 5. (verst) Pol. 
Pz.Kp. arrived in the 
OZAK area from the 

Eastern Front in July 
1944, and it saw heavy 
engagement against 
Partisans until the end 
of the war. Shown here 
is a turretless T-34 at 
Dobrovo (Casteldobra) 

in February 1945. 

(Stefano di Giusto 

collection) 


Scenes from a training/driving course with a captured and 
unarmed L3. It was organised by the Supreme HQ of Slovenian 
Partisan Forces. Maverlen, June 1944. 

(MRN JUG 6064, B-465 / VM 11092) 
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Slovenian domobranci posing on a single L40 47/32, 
which has a modified superstructure with an added 
machine gun and radio. September 1944. 

(MNZS 2403/1) 


Fixing the tracks on an L6 (number ‘31’) belonging to 
the Tankovski odred of the Slovenian Partisan Supreme 
HQ. The odred with six tanks is seen here on the march 
in an area of Semic in September 1944. 

(MRN JUG, 5717, B-141/12) 


Tankovski odred (Tank 
Detachment) of the Slovenian 
Partisan Supreme HQ with 
two L6s and four L3s on a 
march in an area of Semic, 
September 1944. 
(VM 11004) 
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Another L6 (number ‘32’) 
captured from the Italians 
and pressed into the inventory 
of the Slovenian Partisans’ 
Tankovski odred. 

(VM 11001) 


Repairing broken tracks on an 
L3 of the Slovenian Partisan 
Tankovski odred. The photo 
was taken prior to the attack 
on the stronghold of Sentvid 

near Radohova Vas on 15 
October 1944. 
(MNZS TN 390/23) 
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Partisans of the Slovenian 15th Division with the L6 of the Tankovski odred. Besides a red star in white circle markings, it has the number ‘33’ on the 
side. (MNZS TN 774/10) 


A Partisan L6 (possibly ‘33’) seen at Ribnica. It is leading a column of the Tankovski odred towards Ljubljana, the capital of Slovenia, on 06 May 


1945. (MNZS FS 2146/22) 
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German and 
Croatian Panzers 


Partisans inspect an abandoned ex German-Beute Somua S35 
on a road in Bosanski Novi-Prijedor in Bosnia after it was 
wrecked by a Partisan anti-tank gun. 27 November 1943. 
(MRN JUG, 3228, A-177/10) 


Some Wehrmacht and Croatian 
troops on exercise in the Sisak area of 
Croatia, autumn 1943 / spring 1944. 
Belonging to an unidentified German 
unit, it is clearly recognisable as a 
Beute Cruiser Mk III (A13). 
(Tomislav Aralica collection) 
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Captured Italian L3 and L6 light tanks of an 
unidentified Ordnungspolizei unit in 1944. 
(via Amir Obhodjas) 


An interesting incident in Zagreb. Tram ‘10’ 
crashed into an Autoblinda AB 41 nicknamed 
‘Lola’, most likely from the Zagreb-based 
Pz.Aufkl.Kp. 468. Spring 1944. 

(via Amir Obhodjas) 


An Autoblinda AB 41 supports advancing 
Wehrmacht and Croatian troops around Banja 
Luka, Bosnia, in the spring of 1944. It could 
belong to Pz.Aufkl.Kp. 468 or Pz.Sp.Zug LXIX 
(res) AK. 

(MRN JUG 7096, B-45/12) 
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For operations against the main body of 
Partisan forces in Bosnia, the temporary 
Pz.Gren. Battalion AOK 2 was created in March 
1944. It used Pz.Kpfw. IVs and some other 
unidentified vehicles. 

(VM 19353) 


Deployed to strengthen Wehrmacht | 
forces in Yugoslavia in April 1944 was 4 
Sturmgeschiitz-Brigade 201. It saw | 

service in parts of Croatia, Bosnia, 
SandZak, north Montenegro and Serbia. 
(via Amir Obhodjas) 


i ic. ^ ^ Peram 
Five StuG III Gs, followed by mobile = == = : ; I c AM = 
workshops and other support vehicles ran : | == 
of StuG-Brigade 201 somewhere in the 
Yugoslav highlands in mid-1944. 
(via Amir Obhodjas) 
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Equipped with 
Italian M15/42 Beute 
tanks, 2. Kp/Pz.Abt. 
202 is seen here 
supporting anti- 
Partisan operations 
of the 6th Regiment, 
1st Cossack Division, 
in Slavonia, along 
the Belgrade-Zagreb 
railway in mid-1944. 
(Francis de Lannoy) 


An L3 belonging to 
the Fast Unit of the 
Poglavnik Bodyguard 
Unit. Barely visible 
on the right is part of 
an L6 at the Varazdin 
Barracks (25 January 
1944). 

(MRN JUG, 11589, 
B-932/17) 


* 
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An Autoblinda, most likely from the Armoured Unit of 
the Poglavnik Bodyguard Corps, seen in Varaždin in 
1944. 

(Tomislav Aralica collection) 


The Armoured Platoon of III Military District of the 
Croatian Homeland Forces, Sarajevo, 27 May 1944. 
Besides a Mercedes truck, seven TK-3 Ursus light tanks 
are lined up for review. 

(Sinisa Pogacic collection) 


Croatian crews seen at a Panzer IV 
conversion course somewhere in the Reich in 
the winter of 1944. A certain number went 
through training but there is no evidence 
that Pz.Kpfw. IVs were delivered to Croatia. 
(via S. Pogacic) 
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_ Partisan Armour 
in Croatia 


This camouflaged Autoblinda AB 41 was captured in September 1943 and used throughout 1944 by the Ist Tank Battalion of the Croatian Partisans 
(known by the abbreviation NOVH). (MRNH F-2603/7-18/19) 


- iM 


Still painted in Italian yellow colours, Autoblinda AB 41 ‘62’ of the Ist Tank 
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The most numerous captured type on the strength of the Partisan Ist Tank Battalion NOVH was the L3. Some are seen here at an improvised base in 
the vicinity of Otocac. The unit title is painted on the sides of tanks. (MRNH 2603/7-7 / MRNH 2603/7-12) 
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‘li w AGE "Wow 
This Partisan L6 bearing the 
number ‘413’ and red stars 
is seen at a ceremony in the 
village of Vrdovo, Dalmatia, 
in August 1944. The tank 
was earlier captured at 
Vrlika from an unknown 
(Wehrmacht?) unit. 

(VM 8911 and VM 8555) 


One of the two ex-Croatian H35s that 
defected to the Partisans, seen prior 
to an attack on Podravska Slatina on 
25 September 1944. Large red stars 
were applied to the front and hull. 


| fira ie”? y sorssesttty (Vojvodina Museum-321/712) 
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An L3 of the later version L3/38 with a new suspension system. It was captured at Pitomača and Kloštar Podravski on 05 October 1944. It was used 
to support the Partisan 7th and 33rd Divisions. (MRNH, PA 69) 


Two Partisan-captured L3s at an unknown location, possibly in Bosnia or Montenegro in 1944. Both are unarmed, and the one loaded on a Fiat truck 


sports Balkenkreuz markings. (MRNH 2601/48-7-158) 
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Fighting in Serbia, 
late Summer 1944 


The Yugoslav Homeland Army (JVuO, or 
Chetniks) was a full infantry resistance force. 
Occasionally they used civilian vehicles for 
transport, as seen here. These are Biissing 
NAG 500 4,5 t and Mercedes-Benz L3000 

3 t trucks. The location is Sandzak/north 
Montenegro area in late 1943. 

(Aleksandar Smiljanic collection) 


Another example of the usage of vehicles by 
JVuO forces in northwest Serbia. This MAN 
E 3000 bus of the 4th Assault Group was in 
action against Partisans in June-July 1944. 
(Archive Sabac) 
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Some Chetniks 
collaborated with 
Axis forces against 


| communist Partisans 


in different situations 
from 1942-45. Here 
in joint operations 
with a German 
Ordnungspolizei unit, 
they are supported by 
a single 8-Rad Sd.Kfz. 
231/232. 

(VM 25123) 


Some Panhard armoured cars were used by the Ordnungspolizei in 

Serbia, most likely with SS Pol.Rgt. 5 (mot). Here high school pupils mill Two NCOs of the Serbian State Guard posing on a Wehrmacht Renault 
near one of them in Loznica on 14 January 1944. FT-17 tank after 1942. At that time, tanks were used in Serbia only on 
(Aleksandar Smiljanic collection) auxiliary/improvised armoured trains. (Archive Sabac) 


A marvellous night view of the Littorina armoured railway vehicle known in Wehrmacht service as Panzertriebwagen. Two of them (Nr. 30 and 31) 


were used in Serbia. (Aleksandar Smiljanic collection) 
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Although under Wehrmacht operational command, the Serbian Volunteer Crops was not allowed to possess any heavy weapons or vehicles. Here an 
adapted Dutch-produced Ford V8 is used for light transport. Belgrade, 22 June 1944. (City of Belgrade Museum) 
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Units of StuG.Bde. 191 and 201 and Kampfschule Nis, with StuG III Gs, engaged in combat against Partisans and the Soviet Army during the autumn 


of 1944 in Serbia. (D. Miladinovic collection) 
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Two abandoned Fla-Sfl. Sd.Kfz. 
10/5 mit 2 cm Flak 38 anti-aircraft 
vehicles used for ground support 
are inspected by members of the 
Partisan 5th Krajiska Division 
somewhere in central Serbia in 
late September 1944. 

(D. Miladinovic collection) 


A single M15/42 tank from Pz.Abt. 202 
operating from Sabac in northwest 
Serbia. It was destroyed at Dívčí on 
the Valjevo-Belgrade route at the 
beginning of October 1944. 

(D. Miladinovic collection) 


Two MIS tanks belonging 

to Pz.Abt. 202 destroyed 

by Partisans in the village 

of Belegis in Srem, 08 
October 1944: The Abteilung 
occasionally sent detachments 
to Srem, which was under 
Croatian control. 

(Vojvodina Museum 
3772/3020) 
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An Autoblinda AB 43 of 
Pz.Aufkl.Kp. 468 in downtown 
Belgrade, mid-October 1944. 
This unit saw fierce fighting 
against the advancing Soviet 
Army backed by Partisans in 
different areas of Serbia. 
(Aleksandar Milosevic 
collection) 


Bulgarian forces re-entered 
Serbia in October 1944 under 
the command of the Soviet 
3rd Ukrainian Front. Here a 
VW Kiibelwagen is leading a 
column that entered a south 
Serbian town. 

(VM 17834) 
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The Bulgarian Armoured Reconnaissance Battalion with Sd.Kfz. 222s took 
active part in combat against Wehrmacht forces in south Serbia and Kosovo 
during October and November 1944. Here is a vehicle named ‘Belo Polje’. 
(Izgubenata B’lgarija 3062) 


A group of Wehrmacht soldiers 
abandoning the city of KruSevac in an 
Sd.Kfz. 10 prior to the arrival of Soviet 
Army forces. The date is 13/14 October 
1944. 

(Archive Kru&evac) 


An auxiliary armoured train 
abandoned in southern Serbia, 
October 1944. Standard equipment 
on these trains in the Yugoslav theatre 
is seen in the open car - an FT-17 tank 
and a concrete bunker. 

(VM 19862) 
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Two views of a wrecked M15/42 from Pz.Abt.z.b.V.12 abandoned in Nis after the city was captured by the Bulgarian Army and Serbian Partisans on 
14 October 1944. (VM 1473, VM 1473A) 
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Yugoslav Partisans 
1* Tank Brigade 


The Royal Yugoslav Army Guards Battalion, 
celebrating its patron saint at El Tira, on 01 August 
1943. The first of ten Bren/Universal Carriers reveals 
the battalion symbol, a stylised white eagle and the 
number ‘238°. 

(Aleksandar Smiljanic collection) 


Partisans during tank training in the spring 
of 1944 in El Katadba Camp, Egypt. After 
transferring to Gravina in south Italy on 16 
July 1944, the 1st Tank Brigade was formed. 
(VM 8983) 


The Yugoslav Partisan 1st Tank Brigade 
operated 24 British AEC armoured cars 
mostly as anti-tank weapons. 

(Sarajevo Museum) 
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The Partisan Ist 
Tank Brigade 
arrives in 
Yugoslavia. Here, 
Stuart tanks 

are unloaded 

at a Partisan 
stronghold on Vis 
Island, September 
1944. 

(VM 18598) 


Seen after 
disembarkation 
on the Yugoslav 
shore, an M3A3 
is crowded with 

Partisans in a 
Dalmatian town, 
October 1944. 
(VM 8561) 


* 
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After clashes with Wehrmacht forces in the Trogir area, Dalmatia, a Somua S35 was captured around the village of Borje on 28 October 1944. It was 
later added to the brigade’s inventory. (MRNH OF-2603/43-40a / Sarajevo Museum) 
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Still carrying side 
skirts and Partisan 
markings, an 

M3A3 is seen at the 
Bolshevik Revolution 
anniversary 

parade in Nikšić, 
Montenegro, on 07 
November 1944. 
(VM 12678) 


Stuarts of the 
brigades' Southern 
Group on the 
move in Nevesinje, 
Herzegovina. 
(Sarajevo Museum) 
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After Partisans took Sibenik, the brigade established a workshop in a local factory where it remained until the end of the war. Here in the courtyard 


are a captured Steyr RSO and the brigade’s M3A1 scout car in the winter of 1944/45. (MRNH OF-2603/16a) 
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Technicians working on an M3A3 [ BE 
Stuart with the number ‘423’ in the j x BPRS 


Brigade Workshop in Sibenik, winter 
1944/45. 
(MRNH OF-2603/13a) 


Stuarts of the Northern Group were 
withdrawn from action during the 
1944/45 winter and stored in the 
Sibenik Workshop until! they re- 
entered operations in February 1945. 
(Sarajevo Museum) 


Stuarts of the Ist 

Tank Brigade during 
preparations for action 

in the vicinity of Mostar. 
Among others, the PaK- 
mounted antitank Stuart is 
clearly recognisable. 
(Muzej istorije Jugoslavije 
14379) 
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One of the Stuarts crossing the river prior to 
engagement in fighting around Mostar on 14 
February 1945. 

(VM 7157) 


In the fighting around Mostar, 
Herzegovina, one L40 (Semovente 47/32) 
was captured and added to the brigade’s 
inventory. Here is the rear of the column 

of Stuarts in Mostar on 13 February 1945. 

(Vojvodina Museum 2370/2684) 


Three M3A1 Scout Cars were used as 
brigade command and staff vehicles. 
Here, seen at the parade in Mostar, 
Herzegovina in mid-February 1945, is 
the brigade CO and staff. 

(VM 6284) 
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The Ist Tank Brigade during the movement from Mostar to Sibenik in late February 1945. It would re-engage in combat against Wehrmacht and 
Croatian forces in the second half of March 1945. The second tank is again a PaK-armed Stuart. (B. Dimitrijevic collection) 
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Excellent view of the M3A3 Stuart modified with a PaK 40 75mm anti-tank gun. Here it can be seen in action at Drenovaca, around Bihac, since 20 
March 1945. (VM 8445) 


One of two Stuarts modified with a2 cm Flak-Vierling 38 cannon seen in the brigade’s advance to Fiume and Trieste in late April 1945. (VM 10227) 
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One of the Partisan M3A3 Stuarts 
seen during fierce street fighting in the 
battle for Bihac at the end of March 
1945. 

(VM 6498) 


The 1st Tank Brigade was reinforced with a batch 
of 36 tanks in late March 1945. Among them there 
were Stuarts of the older M3A1 version. Here, one 
of them is seen around Senj in northern Dalmatia on 
approximately 08 April 1945. 

(VM 15212) 


Remains of the totally destroyed StuG 

III knocked out in a duel with one of the 
brigade’s AECs at Tounj, Croatia, on 13 April 
1945. 

(MRN JUG, III-14792, B-750/12) 
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An M3AI at the German 
Kriegsbrücken-Gerät K bridge over the 
Rijecina River in the vicinity of Fiume 
(Rijeka) in late April 1945. 

(VM 10204) 
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The 1st Tank Brigade supported the 
advance of the Yugoslav 4th Army. 
Here, M3A3 Stuarts pass Partisan 
infantrymen advancing to the city of 
Fiume (Rijeka) in late April 1945. 
(VM 10165) 


The rear side of an M3A1 seen at the 
end of a brigade column at the end of 
April 1945. 

(VM 10075) 


Red Army Advance / 
Belgrade Operation 


LI 
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Soviet forces advancing towards Belgrade. Here they are in the town of Racha near Kragujevac, around 10 October 1944. The T-34-85s belong to the 
13th Guards Mechanised Brigade, which had a deer as its unit symbol. (VM 20598 / VM 20601) 
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Partisans of the 2nd Proletarian 
Brigade, together with a Soviet self- 
propelled artillery regiment equipped 
with ISU-122s, at the approaches to 
Belgrade in mid-October 1944. 

(VM 2391) 


An ISU-152 with tactical number ‘611’, and 
belonging to the Soviet independent self- 
propelled artillery regiment. KruSevac, on 14 
October 1944. 

(Archive KruSevac) 


The Soviet 14th Guards Mechanised 
Brigade enters the Belgrade suburbs 
on 14 October 1944. This T-34 has the 
tactical number ‘92’ and the name 
1 ‘Suvorov’. 

E (VM 2227) 
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The Soviet 14th Guards Mechanised Brigade enters the Belgrade suburbs on 14 October 1944. This T-34 has the tactical number ‘923’ and a painted 
horse, which was the brigade’s symbol. (VM 2225) 
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The Soviet 4th Guard Mechanised Corps, which captured Belgrade, had a self-propelled antiaircraft artillery regiment with US-supplied M16 / M17 


halftracks. Here, the unit is seen entering the Belgrade suburbs on 17 October 1944. (Aleksandar Milosevic collection) 
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Page overleaf: 

The advance of the Soviet 36th Guards 
Tank Brigade through the streets of 
Belgrade. A reconnaissance unit with 
BA-64 and Bren/Universal Carriers is 
at the head of the column of T-34-85s. 
(MRN JUG, 7822, B-594) 


The advance of the Soviet 36th | 

Guards Tank Brigade through the 
streets of Belgrade. The T-34-85 has 

a standing bear as the symbol of the 
brigade, the number ‘3’ (which denotes 
the battalion) and a tank number. ` 
(Aleksandar Milosevic collection) 


The Soviet 36th Guards Tank Brigade 
advances through the streets of 
Belgrade. It is equipped with a variety 
of vehicles, and armed citizens are 
climbing onto a T-34-85 prior to an 
attack on German positions downtown. 
(VM 2353) 


T-34-85 tanks and crews of the Soviet 
15th Guards Mechanised Brigade, 
which had a swallow as its symbol, at 
rest in Kosutnjak on the outskirts of 
Belgrade, 14 October 1944. 
(Aleksandar Milosevic collection) 
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A couple of Soviet reconnaissance 
BA-64 armoured cars are welcomed 
by armed citizens in downtown 
Belgrade. 

(VM 2342) 


One of the 36th Guards Tank Brigade 
T-34-85s (‘43’) is used as a mobile 
shield for the evacuation of two 
wounded Partisans in downtown 
Belgrade, 19 October 1944. 

(VM 2369) 


The final stage of the 
Belgrade battle. T-34- 
85s of the Soviet 36th 
Brigade enter the main 
Belgrade square. 

(VM 2363) 
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The Soviets parading through Belgrade immediately after the fighting was over. Behind the proud but grim-faced Soviet officer, an older T-34-76 
moves through the crowd. (VM 19037) 


Statistics of destroyed Soviet tanks 
in capturing Belgrade were never 
revealed. Some tanks remained on 
the streets where the 13th Guards 
Mechanised Brigade was advancing. 


A destroyed T-34-85 in front of 
governmental buildings, 19 October 
1944. (Milos Jurisic collection) 
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A destroyed T-34-85 in front of the Military Academy, while another one, blown to smithereens, is visible in the foreground. Late October 1944. 
(Aleksandar Milosevic collection) 


A destroyed T-34-85 with the number ‘16’ in front of the railway station on 19 October 1944. (Milos Jurisic collection) 
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On the following four pages 
some Wehrmacht armour lost 
in the battle for Belgrade from 
14-20 October 1944. 


Four abandoned and wrecked 
M15/42 tanks on the outskirts 
of Belgrade. 

(Dinko Predoevic collection) 


One of two destroyed M15/42s 
in Topciderska Zvezda Square. 
(Aleksandar Milosevic collection) 


Detail of another destroyed M15/42 showing German 
Balkenkreuz markings and a German Dunkelgelb sand yellow 
basecoart with green or red-brown spots. 

(Dinko Predoevic collection) 
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The remains of motorised equipment of Kampfgruppe Stettner after heavy fig 


hting on the Belgrade-Smederevo road near the village of Bolec on 16-17 
October. In the foreground a Sd.Kfz. 7 half track with 8,8 cm Flak 37. (MRN JUG, 7483, A-809/11) 
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The remains of an antiaircraft unit that tried to break through to the centre of Belgrade during 15/16 October. In the foreground again a Sd.Kfz. 7 
half track with 8,8 cm Flak 37. (VM 2370) 
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A destroyed StuG III G with the number ‘131’ above Slavija Square. (Dragan Savic collection) 
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An abandoned L6 bearing the number ‘17’ around Belgrade Railway Station. (MRPNR Novi Sad 12338/18111) 
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An abandoned M42 75/18 self-propelled gun at Kalemegdan Fortress. (MRPNR Novi Sad 12339/18110) 


Pieces of destroyed Wehrmacht armour are lined up for a public presentation in front of Belgrade Railway Station, including this Sturmhaubitze 42 


and M15/42 bearing the number ‘3042’. Late October 1944. (VM 2383) 
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Fighting on the Srem Front 


In November 1944, a whole system of defensive German lines was 
established in Srem to stop the Partisan advance further into Croatia. 
Remaining armoured units were used in fighting during November. 
Heavy fighting in the Backa/Baranja area close to the former Yu- 
goslav/Hungarian border marked mid-November. At a place called 
Batina on the Baranja side of the Danube on the night of 11/12 No- 
vember, Partisan and Soviet forces managed to cross the river and 
establish positions. Defending German forces had some tanks and 
put up strong resistance. After 15 November, Soviet forces intro- 
duced T-34s into action (two were destroyed by StuG-Abteilung 
Paleta). Following this development of the situation, the Germans 
introduced Panzergrenadier-Battalion AOK 2, Gren.Rgt. 131, and 
parts of the recently formed 3/. SS Division. After fierce fighting, 
the Soviets and Partisans managed to push German forces out of the 
Baranja region until 29 November. The Partisan 51st Vojvodjanska 
Division noted two tanks destroyed/captured. 

The Partisan Supreme HQ decided to launch a major attack with the 
intention of breaking German lines in Srem between the Danube 
and Sava. This was launched on the 3rd and again on 14 December, 
but without major success. In the first action, several German tanks 
were claimed “destroyed” while two were captured by the Partisan 
Ist Division and a further three captured “out of service” by the 11th 
Division. 

After those two unsuccessful attacks on German lines in Srem, the 
Partisans were briefly replaced for two weeks by Bulgarian forces 
but without attached armoured units. Their 1st Army Armoured Bat- 
talion with Panzer IVs was transferred to the front later in mid-Jan- 
uary 1945, and it was used alongside the Soviet Army in Hungary. 
Only in late April and the beginning of May 1945 did Bulgarian 
tanks advance through the territory of Croatia and Slovenia. They 
eventually reached Ptuj and Maribor on 8-9 May, and Dravograd on 
14-15 May 1945. 

By the beginning of 1945, the following units had been withdrawn 
from this part of the Yugoslav theatre: Gren.Bde. 92, StuG-Brigade 
19] and Pz.Abt.z.b.V.12. According to reports, the only available 
tanks to Heeresgruppe E in this part of the theatre were those of 
Pz.Abt. 202, which possessed fewer and fewer serviceable tanks. 
January 1945 saw several counteroffensives by XXXIV AK forces 
against Yugoslav Partisan forces in Srem. Partisans were caught by 
surprise on 03 January when they were attacked by German infantry 
supported by nearly 30 tanks and assault guns. Attacks were repeated 
with a similar number of armoured vehicles and they achieved suc- 
cess on 17 January (Wintergewitter) and 21-22 January 1945. These 
were followed by anti-Partisan operations Wehrwolf from 6-12 Feb- 
ruary and Waldenfeld from 6-23 March that were conducted deep 
behind German lines on the flank of the front in Slavonia. This latter 
operation included a huge offensive against Bulgarian and Yugoslav 
forces in Baranja. There, Yugoslav forces managed to capture a cou- 
ple of Jagdpanzer 38 (t) Hetzer tank destroyers. 

The only available armoured unit on the Srem front was Pz.Abt. 
202 with around 30 Italian M15 tanks. In reality, only half were 
operational while the others were under or awaiting repairs. Their 
constant use in combat, and the introduction of 47mm and 76mm 
anti-tank guns on the Partisan side, caused the Abteilung higher 
losses. It was equipped with Italian Semoventes from the disbanded 
StuG-Abteilung Skanderbeg in March 1945. They were sent for fur- 
ther repairs in Zagreb and later introduced to the Abteilung. The last 
vehicles delivered were a batch of Jagdpanzer 38 (t) Hetzer arriving 
fresh from the factory. Pz.Abt. 202 entered April 1945 with around 
30 serviceable armoured vehicles. 


German Panzers and Allied Armour in Yugoslavia in World War Two 
130 


On the other side, it is worth mentioning that Yugoslav Partisan 
forces did not use any captured armoured vehicles on the Srem 
front from mid-November 1944 until the beginning of April 1945. 
For Yugoslav Partisans, the Srem front remained a hard experi- 
ence with a lot of casualties. The earlier guerrilla force, filled with 
freshly mobilised recruits from Serbia, was fighting winter front- 
line operations against weary but experienced German forces. 


1st Tank Brigade Back in Action 


Using its M3 Stuart light tanks that had been stored in safety, the 
Ist Tank Brigade Southern Group was activated and took part in 
fighting against German and Croat forces in Herzegovina in late 
January 1945. The primary Partisan intention was to preserve all 
their strength for seizing Mostar, the central city of the province. 
According to this strategy, they separated only minor tank ele- 
ments for other actions in the area, which soon proved a wrong 
strategy. Partisan Stuarts took part in street fighting in the city of 
Capljina on 28-29 January 1945, where two were destroyed and 
four captured by German/Croat forces. These tanks were trans- 
ported to Mostar to improve the city’s defences. 

The city of Mostar was an important German/Croat stronghold. It 
allowed safe passage for troops withdrawing from the south (Al- 
bania, Montenegro and Serbia) on their way further north. The 
garrison was held by the 369. Infanterie-Division, the 9th Croat 
Division and other minor units, with one armoured company 
available. : 
Prior to the Partisan offensive against Mostar, the 1st Tank Bri- 
gade of the Northern Group was activated and ordered to march 
from Sibenik across western Herzegovina and to engage in the 
seizure of Mostar. After a 180+km drive, Stuarts were introduced 
to the heavy fighting around the Ustasa stronghold of Siroki Bri- 
jeg. The group suffered five tanks damaged and the loss of several 
crews. Both groups attacked the city of Mostar from the east and 
west. The first Partisan Stuarts entered the city on the afternoon of 
14 February 1945. By the next day, the fighting was over. In the 
city, one German tank and three captured Stuarts were discovered. 
The fourth Stuart had been destroyed previously in fighting. There 
were a lot of captured vehicles, but the Ist Tank Brigade was or- 
dered to share them with other Partisan units. It had lost one Stuart 
while five others were damaged. Three tanks captured earlier re- 
entered the brigade's inventory. 

After the capture of Mostar, the 1st Tank Brigade reassembled 
and reorganised into a single structure. The Battalion of Armoured 
Cars was disbanded, since experience in combat showed the most 
useful way to combat the enemy was the Stuart light tank - AEC 
armoured car combination. These armoured cars acted as anti-tank 
or self-propelled vehicles since they had more powerful guns than 
the Stuart tanks. The brigade was organised into four armoured 
battalions, while the Engineer Battalion (5th), support artillery 
and technical units were fully motorised using captured vehicles. 
The brigade became a potent unit for supporting further Yugoslav 
Partisan operations in the spring of 1945. 

The 1st Tank Brigade was ordered to march across western Her- 
zegovina and Split in the area of Sibenik. There the brigade was 
subordinated to the newly formed 4th Yugoslav Army that was 
formed from all Partisan units in Dalmatia. The brigade was the 
army's independent unit and was treated as its main strike force. 
On 06 March 1945, a further 36 Stuart tanks were received from 
the British Army to replace combat losses. Among them were 
tanks of the earlier M3A1 version. 

The first task of the brigade was to support 4th Army units in the 


fight against XV Gebirgskorps, which controlled German and Croa- 
tian forces in Lika and around the city of Bihac on the Bosnian 
side of Krajina. Stuarts took part in the battle for Bihac from 20-28 
March when the city was taken after severe battles. Axis forces 
abandoned the city and retreated further north and west. In this 
action, the brigade lost 26 crewmembers, eight tanks and two ar- 
moured cars, while more than 50 tankers were wounded and a fur- 
ther seven tanks damaged. Most losses happened on 27-28 March. 
Arriving from the Bosnian Krajina side, the /04. Jäger-Division 
attempted to relieve the garrison in Bihac. In fierce fighting against 
Partisan tanks without infantry escort, the Jäger managed to de- 
stroy three Stuarts and damage one. 

After a short reprieve, the brigade was engaged in further fight- 
ing in Lika. In the first week of April, the Partisan force took the 
Croatian stronghold of Gospić. The Partisans encountered the 392. 
Infanterie-Division, which had some Italian Beute L3s, L6s and 
L40 SPGs at its disposal. In the area was the 11th Croatian Division 
with the attached Ustasa L3 Tank Company that had been based in 
Gospié from 1942. In clashes around the city, both sides lost some 
of their vehicles in combat (three Axis, one Partisan) prior to the 
city being taken by the Partisans on 05 April. 

Supported by the brigade’s 4th Tank Battalion, Partisan forces fol- 
lowed the retreating 392. Infanterie-Division, and 11th Croatian 
Divisions as far as the city of Senj on the Adriatic coast, where 
heavy clashes continued from 07-09 April. Suffering heavy losses, 
the Germans and Croats managed to retreat further north towards 
Fiume (Rijeka). They lost around 4,000 troops, including the 392. 
Infanterie-Division commander General Mickl, 40 artillery pieces 
and a lot of vehicles. Although the Partisans noted the destruction 
of 20 armoured vehicles, there is no further (photographic) confir- 
mation or evidence of their later use. 

Other parts of the 392. Infanterie-Division, along with the 20. 
Jäger-Regiment and other Croatian forces were situated in the re- 
gion around Tounj (on the Karlovac-Rijeka communication route) 
close to the Slovenian border. The Partisan 4th Army continued the 
advance, supported by the 2nd Tank Battalion of the Ist Tank Bri- 
gade. On the bridge in front of the town in a direct duel, a Partisan 
AEC managed to destroy a German StuG III. The Partisan AEC 
gunner, Anton Begus, was celebrated as a true hero of the day. After 
heavy fighting, on 13 April the Partisans managed to capture the 
town of Tounj. There was one destroyed and one damaged Stuart. 
In the area of Tounj, Partisan forces of the 1st Tank Brigade re- 
mained in the area preparing for a further advance against Fiume 
(Rijeka) and their main objective, the city of Trieste. 


2nd Tank Brigade and Breakthrough 
on the Srem Front 


Since the autumn of 1944, Yugoslav Partisans started receiving 
military aid from their closest ideological ally, the Soviet Union. 
According to Stalin’s decision on 07 September 1944, “the T-34 
Tank Brigade” should be formed in the USSR and after training, 
deployed to Yugoslavia. The brigade was established on 06 October 
1944 from remaining Partisans that were not included in the Ist 
Tank Brigade in Italy and with Yugoslavs that were already in the 
USSR. Among them were captured, ex-Axis personnel of Yugoslav 
origin. 

Training went on for almost half a year until the brigade was offi- 
cially formed as the 2nd Tank Brigade NOVJ with new T-34-85s at 
Tula on 08 March 1945. After this, it started its move to Yugoslavia. 
It was organised as a standard Soviet tank brigade. It had three tank 
battalions with 65 T-34s. Among other equipment there were three 


German Panzers and Allied Armour in Yugoslavia in World War Two 


BA-64 armoured cars, 151 vehicles and twelve motorcycles. Un- 
like the 1st Tank Brigade, which was formed along British stand- 
ards but later adopted an internal structure according to experience 
in combat, the 2nd Brigade remained organised under the Soviet 
model without changes. This structure was even copied after World 
War Two in post- Yugoslav practice. The 2nd Tank Brigade did not 
carry any Yugoslav markings on its tanks, vehicles or personnel. It 
appeared like any other Soviet tank brigade. 

The brigade reached Belgrade on 26 March 1945, paraded through 
the city the following day and was transported in deep conspiracy 
to the Srem front. Two battalions (1st and 3rd) were grouped at 
Erdevik with the newly established 1st Yugoslav Army. Its task 
was to support the expected advance through German lines on the 
Srem front. The 2nd Battalion (minus one company) was directed 
to Sabac to follow the expected Partisan push on the Srem front, 
but moving through northern Bosnia. Its 2nd Company remained 
in Belgrade with the Yugoslav General Staff as a kind of strategic 
reserve and protection. 

The Partisan Yugoslav Army broke through German lines on the 
Srem front on 12 April 1945. It was followed by a push of their 4th 
Army in Dalmatia towards the west of Yugoslavia, aiming towards 
the cities of Fiume and Trieste. On the Srem front, XXXIV AK of 
Heeresgruppe E started a slow retreat trough Slavonia. It secured 
the withdrawal of German and Croatian forces from Bosnia over 
the Sava River into Slavonia, which started in the first week of 
April. 

The 2nd Tank Brigade had the important task of being assigned 
to the main body of Partisan forces, which started an assault on 
German lines. Although suffering considerable losses, the brigade's 
T-34s helped the Partisan advance on 12-13 April. Some tanks were 
destroyed by anti-tank weapons or mines. It turned out that tank- 
mounted infantry without experience suffered heavy casualties. 

In the following ten days (12-22 April), the brigade was engaged in 
heavy fighting with retreating German and Croatian forces across 
the Slavonian plain. The brigade engaged in heavy fighting around 
Vinkovci and the stronghold of Pleternica. There, German forces 
resisted strongly, enabling forces of XXI Korps, with the 7. SS Divi- 
sion acting as a spearhead, to retreat from Bosnia on 18 April. The 
2nd Tank Battalion arrived from the Bosnian side and was intro- 
duced to the fighting. After heavy clashes, but mostly because of 
a lack of fuel and lubricants, the brigade halted for rest in Oriovac 
from 23 April to 04 May. The Partisan General Staff wrongly es- 
timated the brigade would be supported by logistics of the Soviet 
3rd Ukrainian Front, which did not happen in reality. In April, a 
total of 15 T-34s were lost but almost none of the damaged tanks 
were recovered. This brigade showed less technical and other skills 
in maintaining its tanks in an operational status compared with the 
Stuart-equipped 1st Brigade. 


German and Croatian Armour in Bosnia and Slavonia 


During the first half of April 1945, most German forces that had 
retreated from the southern Balkans now started to pull back from 
Bosnia. Most armour was attached to Pz.Aufkl.Abt. 122 and a sin- 
gle Pz.Kp. remained from Pz.Abt.z.b.V.12. The infantry divisions 
(104th Jäger, 373rd and 369th Croatian) also had armoured ele- 
ments. Some vehicles were lost in fighting at several locations in 
Bosnia in the spring of 1945. It is unlikely these armoured units 
managed to preserve their equipment after the retreat over the Sava 
River into Slavonia in mid-April 1945. 

Pz.Abt. 202 operated in Slavonia in the spring of 1945. From three 
Polizei-Panzer companies that were in the area from 1943, there is 


131 


only confirmation that the 6th was active in the area between Osijek 
and Zagreb in late March until the end of the war. After retreating 
from Bosnia, armoured units of the /04. Jäger-Division were en- 
gaged in heavy fighting around Karlovac at the beginning of May. 
Partisan sources identified the “16th Tank Company” attached to 
this division defending the bridge over the Korana River. It may 
indicate Pol.Pz.Kp. 16. 

Most effective Croatian armoured elements, now combined into 
“Croatian strike divisions”, were engaged in the areas approaching 
Zagreb. A few of these units were, in the spring of 1945, south and 
east of Zagreb (at Dugo Selo, Sunja, Nova Gradiška), or north and 
east, such as those belonging to the Ustasa Poglavnik Bodyguard 
Division with Italian L6 tanks and 47mm Semoventes at VaraZdin. 
There is a certain possibility that Croatian forces received some 
Pz.Kpfw. IIIs or Pz.Kpfw. IVs in the spring of 1945. A group of 
Croatian tank crewmen were training in the Reich earlier in 1944, 
and Partisan sources identify usage of at least one of the heavier 
tanks with Ustasa units at Sunja. 

There were several armoured and auxiliary armoured trains that 
operated in Bosnia and Slavonia in the spring of 1945. Some were 
destroyed or discovered abandoned in railway stations, mostly in 
central Bosnia, in late March and the beginning of April 1945. At 
Kakanj Station, Partisans discovered on 29/30 March 1945, three 
armoured trains with four locomotives, ten armoured and 37 differ- 
ent wagons, one armoured car, other vehicles and artillery. Crews 
obviously abandoned the trains and retreated with the rest of forces 
towards the west of Yugoslavia. 

In the north of Slavonia, a sudden push by the 3rd Yugoslav Army 
found armoured train Nr. 201 (Sch.Pz.Sp.Zug 201) at a station in 
Cacinci on 14/15 April. Since the town was surrounded, after heavy 
fighting the train commander ordered that it should be blown up. 
The crew continued on foot, trying to reach other retreating forces. 


Partisan Armoured Units 


In late 1944, following the improvement on the fronts, the Main 
HQ of the Croatian Partisan Forces decided to re-engage all ar- 
moured vehicles hidden in its territory. They had been attached to 
other units but now the Tank Battalion was established. A total of 
twelve L3 light tanks, three AB 41 armoured cars, and one lorry 
were available. Although damaged, one Hotchkiss was counted too. 
The battalion was organised into two companies. Some vehicles 
were previously engaged in protection of the Main HQ of Croatian 
Partisans and an airstrip at Krbavsko Polje, where Allied planes 
were evacuating the wounded and delivering armaments and sup- 
plies to the Partisans. The remaining vehicles had been actively 
used in fighting since December 1944 until March 1945, mostly in 
Lika and Bosnian Krajina, losing three L3s and a single AB 41. In 
the area of Bihac, on 24 March 1945 the battalion met with com- 
rades from the 1st Tank Brigade advancing from the south. 

After the withdrawal of German forces from Bosnia, Tank Compa- 
ny “Lazo Marin” of the Partisan 5th Corps was also activated. This 
unit boasted two Hotchkiss and two L3 (*Fiat"/" SPA") tanks, plus 
an armoured car. It was part of the newly formed 5th Corps Auto 
Battalion as its 3rd Company. It was engaged in fighting around the 
city of Banja Luka against German and Croatian forces on 22-23 
April, and it entered the city with other Partisan forces on 23 April 
1945. 

On 19 April 1945, the Partisans received an important Allied de- 
livery, mostly consisting of artillery pieces, which arrived at Si- 
benik Harbour. Besides towed artillery, artillery tractors, vehicles 
and motorcycles, there were batches of 19 M7 and nine M8 self- 
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propelled howitzers, plus two Canadian Lynx armoured cars. An- 
other three Stuart tanks were sent as replacements for the 1st Tank 
Brigade. Delivered M7/MS self-propelled howitzers were divided 
among Partisan armoured or artillery units. 

Nine M7 and four MB self-propelled howitzers of the Heavy Moun- 
tain Artillery Brigade of the 4th Yugoslav Army were introduced 
into the fighting around the city of Fiume (Rijeka) in late April, and 
were involved alongside Stuarts of the 1st Tank Brigade in captur- 
ing the city. On 03 May, they fought against the main body of the 
surrounded German 97. AK z.b.V. in the Villa del Nevoso (Ilirska 
Bistrica) area. 

The Tank Battalion of the Main HQ NOVH was located in the vil- 
lage of Rakovica in the spring of 1945. Four M7s created the Self- 
Propelled Battery, while three M8s were attached to the tank com- 
panies. At the end of April, the battalion marched through Slunj, 
Ostarje, Ogulin and Srpske Moravice into Slovenia, and it helped 
capture the 97. AK around Villa del Nevoso on 06-07 May 1945. 
The Tank Company of the 5th Corps received two M7 and two M8 
self-propelled howitzers. Later in May, this company was rushed 
towards Zagreb. Some of its vehicles (M8, Hotchkiss, Bren Car- 
rier) were documented in photos approaching the city on 07 and 
08 May. After the capture of Zagreb, the company continued to 
advance into Slovenia. 

Finally, four vehicles went to the 2nd Corps (later to the Moto- 
Mechanised Unit (Battery) Mt. Art. Bde. of the 2nd Yugoslav 
Army). 

The 2nd Tank Brigade, after it was re-supplied with fuel, ammu-. 
nition and other needed material, started moving from the mid- 
Slavonia village of Oriovac towards Zagreb on 04-06 May. There 
was no further fighting since Axis forces were retreating with the 
intention of avoiding capture by the Partisans. The brigade lost one 
T-34 while attempting to cross the Ilova River. It took part in fight- 
ing supporting the Partisan 21st Serbian Division on the eastern 
outskirts of Zagreb on 08 May. The brigade had at least two clashes 
that day, and it was then garrisoned in the city. The brigade was 
further held in reserve for the 1st Yugoslav Army. On 13 May 1945, 
part of the brigade paraded through Zagreb. 


Axis Armour in Slovenia 


At the turn of 1944/45, Slovenia remained vital for Wehrmacht 
communications towards the main frontlines that were starting to 
surround and squeeze the territory of the Third Reich. 

Most armoured units engaged in 1944 remained in the OZAK/oc- 
cupied Slovenia in 1945. These comprised Pol.Pz.Kp. 5 (verst), ar- 
moured platoons of the 3. Bataillon of SS Pol.Rgt. 15 (mot) and the 
1. Bataillon (mot) of SS Pol.Rgt. Bozen. 

In December 1944, personnel of Pz.Abt. 208 were transferred out 
of the OZAK area. Its equipment was taken over by Pz.Abt. 212, 
which arrived from Greece. In January 1945, the re-formed Pz.Abt. 
212 had 32 Pz.Kpfw. III/Pz.Kpfw. IV tanks present for further ac- 
tion. 

In January 1945, a training outfit for Italian armoured vehicles 
named Pz.Abt. Süd, with all types of Italian armoured vehicles, was 
despatched from Kranj (Krainburg) to Valvasone near Udine in the 
OZAK. At the same time, Pz.Abt. Adria, (probably in reality only 
the Stab) with some Italian armoured cars, reached the OZAK area. 
Formed in the OZAK in September 1943 as the SS Karstwehr- 
Bataillon, the 24. Waffen-SS Gebirgs-(Karstjdger)-Division never 
reached full divisional strength. Its Panzer company, formed in the 
summer of 1944 with 14 Italian P40 tanks, saw action around Gori- 
zia in late 1944 until the end of the war. 
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Most armour was used in anti-Partisan operations starting from 
Gorizia and heading towards the east through the Vipava Valley, 
sometimes operating further from inland garrisons. It started with 
winter operations on 19 December 1944, and continued in 1945 
during January, February and late March, finishing with Operation 
Winterende at the beginning of April. The backbone of those ac- 
tions was SS Pol.Rgt. 10 with its Pz.Pol.Kp. 5 and their T-34-76s as 
the most potent vehicles available. 

Some of Panzers’ cupolas were deployed in the OZAK area for 
coastal defence or for the establishment of strongholds along ex- 
pected routes of possible Partisan attacks from the south. 

In Reich-controlled parts of Slovenia, besides occasional actions of 
the /3. or 14. Pol.Pz.Kp. from Ljubljana, most anti-Partisan opera- 
tions were conducted by Res.Gend.Mot.Kp. Alpenland 3. This com- 
pany had more than 20 unidentified armoured vehicles that were 
used in clashes around Kranj, Kamnik and Domžale at the begin- 
ning of 1945. Among the ‘new’ units in this part of Slovenia was 
the 74. Ukrainische SS Division, which took part in anti-Partisan 
actions deep in Laibach Provinz at the beginning of March 1945. 
It was supported by armoured vehicles of ‘local’ Polizei-Panzer 
companies. 

In the Province of Laibach, previously deployed Pz.Pol.Kp. 13 and 
14 were active in this stage of the war. Types and characteristics of 
operations were the same as before. These units supported different 
SS Polizei regiments and Domobranci units in anti-Partisan actions 
all over the region operating from Ljubljana, Kočevje, Ribnica and 
Novo Mesto. They were supplemented by re-formed Pol.Pz.Kp. 1, 
which was active around Kočevje in April 1945. Polizei-Panzer 
companies were active fighting Slovenian Partisans, especially in 
April when the general push of Yugoslav Partisan armies started 
from the south. Polizei tanks supported the actions of SS Pol.Rgt. 
17 and 19 in late April, and their withdrawal to the Ljubljana area 
under constant fighting from 04-07 May 1945. Although suffering 
losses in combat, these companies maintained a sustainable number 
of armoured vehicles until they reached the borders of the Reich 
(the old Austro- Yugoslav border) after 10 May 1945. 

Finally, retreating from the south of Yugoslavia was the HQ of 2. 
Panzer-Armee, which was stationed in Ptuj and St. Marijeta north 
of Maribor, during April and May 1945. In the same period, from 
Hungary the 23. Panzer-Division retreated to the same area and it 
was subordinated to Pz.AOK 2. The retreat of German and other 
Axis forces from the Maribor area around 09 May was also covered 
by armoured vehicles of unknown units. Some German armoured 
units managed to cross the Reich boundaries with their equipment. 
Others left their equipment on crowded Slovenian roads trying hard 
to escape capture by communist Partisans. 


Tank Unit of Partisan 7th Corps in Slovenia 


Although hiding most of their equipment in various distant areas, 
the Tank Detachment (in this period known as the Tank Company) 
of the Slovenian 7th Corps had used some of its tanks in actions 
since the beginning of January 1945 in the ZuZemberk area. A lack 
of fuel and personnel, winter conditions and hard pressure from 
German forces caused the unit’s inactivity until March 1945. At 
that time, this Partisan tank unit operated five L3s and three L6s, 
while other vehicles were stored. Analysing previous combat expe- 
rience, it was estimated that the detachment should not be used for 
direct attacks on enemy strongholds, but just for “chasing”. Besides 
this remark, on 29 March 1945 three tanks supported the attack 
on the Semic garrison. During the assault, the tank of the detach- 
ment commander was destroyed by a direct Panzerfaust hit. In late 
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April, the Tank Detachment gathered around Crnomelj and simply 
followed the retreat of German and Slovenian Homeland Forces 
towards Ljubljana and further north. The Tank Detachment entered 
Ljubljana on 09 April and remained a garrison unit until 26 June 
1945. Later, it became the nucleus for the creation of the Yugoslav 
3rd Tank Brigade. 


Partisan Stuarts on the ‘Road to Trieste’ 


In late April 1945, the 4th Yugoslav Army advanced from Dalmatia 
and Lika towards the city of Fiume (Rijeka) and the borders of Slo- 
venia. The Yugoslav Army General Staff ordered the army to dash 
towards Trieste, capture the city and advance to the north along 
the Soéa (Isonzo) River as far as the former Austrian border and to 
prevent forces of Heeresgruppe E from retreating from Yugoslavia 
and surrendering to the Allies in Italy. 

The backbone of the 4th Army advance was the Stuart-equipped 
1st Tank Brigade. It was now reinforced by the Moto-Mechanised 
Battalion of the Heavy Mountain Artillery Brigade. The Stuart bat- 
talions operated separately and were temporarily attached to units 
on several routes of advance. In mid-April they were deployed on a 
wide front between the approaches to Fiume (Rijeka) and the north- 
ern Lika area. 

In this location, the German 97. AK z.b.V. was gathered. Its task 
was to defend routes towards Trieste and areas further north. It con- 
sisted of the 788. Gebirgsjäger-Divison and 237. Infantry-Division, 
as well as other minor Wehrmacht, Ordnungspolizei and Italian 
(RSD units. It had armour from Pz.Abt. 212, Pol.Pz.Kp. 5 and parts 
of the Italian “San Giusto” Group. Meanwhile, SS Pol.Kp. 24 was 
engaged further north. The “San Giusto” Group was deployed in 
area of Rupa-Vila de Nevoso between 19 and 27 April. It encoun- 
tered Partisans on 24 April at KneZak, losing two L3s. On 27 April, 
the group retreated towards Trieste and its main base at Mariano, 
where it was disarmed by Italian Partisans. 

Two tank battalions of the Partisan Ist Tank Brigade, and M7s of 
the Mt. Mech. Bn. were used to capture Fiume (Rijeka). The other 
two Partisan tank battalions advanced almost 90km further north- 
east directly towards Slovenia, reaching Vila del Nevoso (Ilirska 
Bistrica) and St. Pietro del Karsso (Sent Peter-Pivka), surrounding 
the main body of the 97. AK. On 28 April 1945, Partisan Stuarts 
from the 2nd Battalion encountered tanks identified as “Panthers” 
(possibly tanks from Pz.Abt. 2127) and “34-ton tanks” (T-34-76s 
from Pol.Pz.Kp. 5) in the area of Trnovo. One Polizei T-34 was 
destroyed by a PaK-armed Stuart. But further north in combat near 
Postumia (Postojna), Partisans lost three Stuarts. It was decided 
that both battalions should abandon the effort to surround the obvi- 
ously very strong forces of the 97. AK and continue their advance 
towards Trieste. 

In the following two days, Partisan forces managed to enter the 
Trieste suburbs through heavy fighting, especially at Basoviza. 
Around that German stronghold, a clash between Partisan and Ger- 
man tanks happened on 30 April. Depending on the type of report, 
Partisan documents differ regarding the outcome; they lost three 
tanks while the Germans lost two (four) tanks and several (one, 
two or even seven) were captured. Photos confirm two destroyed 
Polizei T-34-76s. A further three were captured and pressed into 
Yugoslav service. 

On 01 May, the Yugoslav 10th Brigade of the 20th Dalmatian Di- 
vision, backed by Stuarts of the 2nd Battalion, entered the city of 
Trieste. Partisans commenced street fighting against German forc- 
es that were well fortified in different buildings downtown. At the 
same time, Stuarts of the 4th Battalion supported the 9th Brigade of 
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the 20th Division during heavy fighting around Opichine. The next 
day it proceeded over the Basoviza into the city. On the following 
day, the 3rd Battalion arrived and continued fighting around Op- 
ichine, where the Germans used T-34-76s to combat the Partisans. 
At the same time, advancing from Ljubljana, German forces re- 
captured Postumia (Postojna) on the road towards Trieste. An AEC 
platoon was separated from the 4th Battalion and immediately en- 
tered the fight. Unexpectedly for the Partisans, in fighting around 
this city a complete AEC platoon was destroyed, while the Ger- 
mans lost a single tank from an unknown unit. 


The Allies Arrive 


During late April 1945, the British XIII Corps of the 8th Army was 
advancing towards the northeast Italian border. In the vanguard of 
the army were the 2nd New Zealand Division heading to Trieste, 
and the 6th Armoured Division heading to Udine and Gorizia. Tru- 
ly veterans from many Mediterranean theatres, the New Zealanders 
had the 4th Armoured Brigade comprising the three armoured regi- 
ments (18th, 19th and 20th) armed with M4 Sherman tanks. 

The bulk of the 4th Brigade entered Trieste on 02 May, while the di- 
visional armoured recce unit (the 12th Lancers) continued towards 
Gorizia. After New Zealand Shermans entered Trieste, they reached 
the building of the Tribunal at 1400 hours, where heavy clashes be- 
tween fortified Germans and surrounding Partisans raged. Further 
negotiations on a German surrender were organised and continued 
until the following day, hampered by the sharp Partisan attitude of 
capturing as many Germans as they could. Fighting continued until 
03 May, where an all-out truce was established in the city and sur- 
rounding positions. 

Further north, the British 6th Armoured Division spearheaded by 
the 27th Lancers advanced through Treviso to Udine, where it en- 
countered the remnants of Pz.Abt. 212 and SS Pz.Kp. 24. Later, the 
27th Lancers continued their advance further north, meeting the 
Yugoslav Motorised Detachment of the 4th Army on the road to 
Kranjska Gora. 

Although Partisan and Allied forces captured Trieste and the area 
towards Gorizia, remaining units of the 97. AK were still surround- 
ed around Villa del Nevoso (Ilirska Bistrica). The corps was far 
from reaching Allied forces in Trieste. Even more, they were far 
from the main body of Axis forces around Ljubljana. After the sei- 
zure of Trieste, the Partisans started to squeeze the 97. Korps until 
07 May when it finally surrendered. In combat around Lipa on 02 
May, the Partisans lost three Stuarts plus one damaged of the Ist 
Battalion. In the following days, Stuarts of the 2nd and 4th Battal- 
ions and two self-propelled units arrived. The 97. AK turned to ne- 
gotiations and surrendered on 07 May with around 15,000 soldiers 
and “30 vehicles” of all kinds. In the same period, other German 
units in Istria also surrendered to Yugoslav Partisans. 

Later analyses of activities of the Ist Tank Brigade in the period 
from late April to the beginning of May stated its losses as twelve 
destroyed Stuart light tanks plus nine damaged, three destroyed 
AEC armoured cars and three damaged, and a single destroyed 
scout car with radio equipment. 


Tank Detachment of 4th Yugoslav Army Dash to Carantania 


For a further advance after the city of Trieste had been captured, 
the 4th Yugoslav Army organised the Motorised Detachment in 
Bazovica near Trieste on 03 May 1945. It was organised around 
the 11th Dalmatinska Brigade, which was fully motorised, and 
supplemented with half of the 3rd Tank Battalion of the 1st Tank 
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Brigade, and three different motorised artillery batteries. This unit ` 
had a twofold mission - first, to advance further north and reach the 
old Austro- Yugoslav border and the city of Klagenfurt (Celovec), 
thus preventing attempts by Axis forces to surrender to the Allies. 
The second task was of much importance: it was a strategic aim to 
outline new Yugoslav boundaries and to show Slovene inhabitants 
in former Italian- and German-controlled areas the strength of the 
new Yugoslav Army. 

The Motorised Detachment moved north, but in the area of Ca- 
poretto/Kobarid it was prevented from entering deeper into Ital- 
ian territory by the 38th (Irish) Infantry Brigade. This British unit 
followed the advance of the Yugoslav Motorised Detachment, not 
allowing it to go any deeper into Italian territory, and even halting 
all of the Yugoslav Stuarts near Tarvisio (TrbiZ). The remainder of 
the detachment proceeded over the Kranjska Gora and mountain 
passes into Carantania (Koruska), already crossing the pre-war 
Austrian border. 

British armoured forces of V Corps, which had arrived in Reich ter- 
ritory (pre-war Austria), also did not allow the Yugoslav Motorised 
Detachment to move off the main road to Klagenfurt when the main 
body arrived on 09 May. Other parts of the detachment proceeded 
east to the Jesenice railroad junction, where they captured huge 
quantities of armoured railway equipment. Reports stated they cap- 
tured 18 armoured wagons and two tanks, besides other equipment. 
The Motorised Detachment’s Tank Company continued to advance 
into Austria on 11 May, heading towards Klagenfurt. Not taking 
any security measures, the following night the Partisan Stuarts 
were ambushed west of Borovlje by retreating German and Slove- 
nian Homeland Forces. Four Stuarts and two AECs were destroyed 
during the night clash on the road. It was one of the most serious 
losses that the Ist Tank Brigade ever sustained. Following the Parti- 
san intervention by British authorities, a British armoured battalion 
disarmed German and Slovene forces and the rest of the tank col- 
umn proceeded towards Klagenfurt. 

Besides these dramatic events, the Motorised Detachment contin- 
ued to gather prisoners of war (POW) and war booty. British mili- 
tary authorities were not willing to tolerate the gathering of heavier 
equipment, especially armour in Reich (Austrian) territory. On 18 
May, a British Sherman unit arrived close to the location 11km east 
of Klagenfurt where the Yugoslav detachment had gathered eight 
different armoured vehicles, and destroyed all of them with gunfire. 
The following day near the entrance to the Jesenice railway tunnel, 
another British unit damaged a single “Blinda” and several anti- 
aircraft guns that Partisans intended to transport to the Yugoslav 
side. According to a report on 19 May, the Motorised Detachment 
listed the following captured equipment: two tanks, one “Blinda”, 
20 armoured wagons, one “dresine”, eleven locomotives, 300 wag- 
ons, 413 (of which 210 were out of order) trucks, ten automobiles, 
twelve tricycles, 29 motorcycles and ten trailers. As can be seen, 
most of the armour was actually captured at Jesenice Railway Sta- 
tion and no armour was captured in Austria. 


Capitulation of Axis Forces 


After abandoning territory of the Independent State of Croatia, 
most German and Croatian forces headed towards the old border 
between the Kingdom of Yugoslavia (Slovenia) and Austria (Third 
Reich) in a bid to avoid being captured by Yugoslav Partisans. 
It was the only way out since the escape route towards Italy was 
already controlled by Partisans. Although the surrender was pro- 
claimed on 09 May, most Axis units continued further north, mov- 
ing along crowded Slovenian roads. Most units abandoned their 
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armoured vehicles and their crews continued on foot or in other ve- 
hicles. Some armoured equipment was transported by rail. Several 
of the transports managed to reach the Reich border, while others 
were discovered at Slovenian railway stations. Such was the fate 
of vehicles belonging to Pz.Abt. 202 abandoned northwest of Lju- 
bljana. 

Croatian forces also retreated to the north with an even more des- 
perate wish to avoid being captured by Partisans. According to frag- 
mented sources, it appears that only the Fast (Motorised) Battalion 
of the Poglavnik Bodyguard Division with its remaining vehicles 
and personnel reached the area of Dravograd near the old Austrian 
border. There it clashed with Partisans on 13-14 May using their 
remaining armoured vehicles whilst attempting to break out of the 
Partisan encirclement. 

Clashes with retreating German, Croatian, Slovene and other forc- 
es continued in the border zone towards Austria until 15-16 May 
1945. Several Slovene Partisan units captured different armoured 
vehicles, such as the 2nd Slovenacka Brigade after clashes with 
the 74. SS Division in the Koruska area on 09-10 May, or the 6th 
and 11th Slovenacka Brigades on the same day at other locations 
in Koruska. Also, the 14th Slovenacka Division, after a clash with 
the 704. Jäger-Division between Dravograd and Pliberk. Quanti- 
ties of quite important booty were captured, the haul reaching 
twelve “tanks” and 330 vehicles captured by the 14th Slovenacka 
Division, or ten “tanks” and 315 vehicles captured by Partisans of 
the 6th Slovenacka Brigade. In most cases, Partisans guarded the 
equipment since they lacked skilled crews to operate it. In some 
cases they immediately pressed captured armour and other equip- 
ment into service. Sometimes they used captured German driv- 
ers. 

After the formal surrender of Axis forces, the Yugoslav Partisan 
Army took possession of a huge amount of war booty ranging from 
personnel weaponry and equipment to armour, artillery and air- 
planes. Captured armour came from different Wehrmacht, Waffen- 
SS, Luftwaffen-Feld and Ordnungspolizei units, as well as from 
Croatian forces. There is no archival confirmation on the numbers 
and types captured but it ranges in scale from several hundreds of 
armoured vehicles, including armoured trains. 

Although it is difficult to estimate Partisan war booty, it is worth 
mentioning which units surrendered or were captured by Yugoslav 
Partisan Forces in May 1945. The list includes the following Ger- 
man units: 


i Korps HQs: 
21. (at Slovenske Konjice, 12 May), 
91. (Zidani Most, 11 May) and 
97. (Ilirska Bistrica, 07 May). 


Divisions: 

7. SS (at Zidani Most, 11 May), 

11. Luftwaffen-Feld (Slovenske Konjice, 12 May) 

22. Infanterie (Polzela, Celje, 12 May), 

41. Infanterie (Klanjac-Sutla, 10 May), 

104. Jüger (Poljana/Blajburg, 13 May), 

181. Infanterie (Polzela, Celje, 12 May), 

188. Gebirgsjäger (Ilirska Bistrica, 07 May), 

237. Infanterie (Ilirska Bistrica, 07 May), 

369. Infanterie/Croatian (Polzela, Celje, 12 May), 

373. Infanterie/Croatian (Raki-KrSko, 10 May and 
Zidani Most, 11 May) and 

392. Infanterie/Croatian (Ilirska Bistrica, 07 May). 
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j Parts of the 22. Korps, Ist and 2nd Cossack Divisions, 
438. Division z.b.V, Kampfgruppen Stephan, Fischer and 
Geiger and other Wehrmacht or Ordnungspolizei units. 
Finally, the 1st-13th and 14th-17th Croatian 
Strike Divisions. 


At several railway stations in Slovenia, an impressive quantity of 
armoured trains was abandoned. These included: 


at Jesenice: armoured train 1 and Sch.Sp.Pz.Zug 202; 

at Dravograd: armoured train Nr. 23 with PT 35; 

at Celje: Kommandozug Nr.] and armoured trains ‘Max’, 
‘München’ and ‘Werner’, Le Sp.Pz.Zug 303 and 
Sch.Sp.Pz.Zug 204; 

a at Šoštanj: Sch.Sp.Pz.Zug 203. 


Although discovered by Partisans, armoured trains in the OZAK 
area such as ‘Adria’, ‘Peter’ and Nr. 73 did not enter the Yugoslav 
inventory. On the contrary, armoured train Nr. 4 captured at Vólk- 
ermarkt (Velikovec), Austria, was attached to the Partisan 4th Op- 
erational Zone and later transferred to the Yugoslav side in Maribor. 
The new Yugoslav authorities did not easily accept the need to 
withdraw from Trieste. Marshall Tito even reinforced Yugoslav ar- 
moured units around the city, increasing the threat to the Allies and 
showing his wish to hold Italian territory earlier seized by the 4th 
Army. The T-34-equipped 2nd Tank Brigade was ordered to march 
through Ljubljana and Logatec directly into the city of Trieste. Yu- 
goslav T-34s entered the city on 21 May but after they paraded 
through the main streets the tanks left and were stationed in the 
vicinity, except for a single company that remained a further three 
days in Trieste. 

The situation was relaxed after political pressure was applied to 
Tito from both the Allies and Soviets. It led to further negotiations. 
On 09 June 1945, the so-called Morgan's Line and two zones for 
Allied (A) and Yugoslav military authorities (B) were established. 
Three days later, most Yugoslav forces moved out of the Trieste 
area. The Yugoslav tank brigades abandoned the city and moved to 
garrisons in western Slovenia. 


For armoured units, the war was finally over. 
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The Front in Srem / 
Arrival of 2" Tank Brigade 


E . . . ! Soviet T-34-85s with Yugoslav Partisans seen in Sremska Mitrovica prior 
Vojvodina Partisans posing on a wrecked Hungarian Turan tank in Senta, to establishing frontlines against German forces retreating from Serbia, 
October 1944, There is no further evidence of its later usage. November 1944. 
(Aleksandar Smiljanic collection) (Vojvodina Museum 10065-1/14485) 


FS 
Soviet T-34-85s march through the village of 
Petlovac in Baranja at the beginning of 1945. 


(Vojvodina Museum 3258/5010) 
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The front of Soviet T-34-76 number 
‘103’ with a swallow marking, a 
clear indication that it belongs to the 
15th Guards Mechanised Brigade. 
(Baranya, 1945.) 

(Vojvodina Museum 15995/23549) 


Used mostly for the close support of 
Soviet troops in Vojvodina at the turn 
of 1944/45 were US-supplied IHC M17 
MGMC halftracks with quadruple 
12.7mm antiaircraft guns. 

(Vojvodina Museum 2208/2523) 


Forces of the Bulgarian 1st 
Army on the move towards 
the front in Hungary in mid- 
December 1944. Here troops 
are seen at Belgrade Railway 
Station with an Sd.Kfz. 6 
Zugkraftwagen 5 to. 

(VM 18501) 
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Two abandoned M15/42s from Pz.Abt. 202 after Wehrmacht forces suddenly attacked Partisan lines on the Srem front on 06 January 1945. 
(VM 13840) 


This Pz.Jg. 38 (t) Hetzer (‘232’) was captured by Partisans of the 16th Vojvodjanska Division in Baranya in March 1945. Note the red star marking. 
(MRPNR Novi Sad 2129/2449) 
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A Hotchkiss that was captured from 
Pz.Abt.z.b.V.12 seen here on the Srem 
front in early 1945. It was used in 
anti-tank training of the Partisan 5th 
Krajsika Division. 

(VM 299) 


Formed in the USSR, the Partisan 2nd 
Tank Brigade arrived in Yugoslavia to 
see action on the Srem front. Here, a f 
brigade T-34-85 is parading in Terazije 
Square, Belgrade, on 27 March 1945. 
(Aleksandar Smiljanic collection) 


The 1st Tank Company of 

the 2nd Battalion, 2nd Tank 
Brigade, was ferried over the 
Sava River to take action in 
northern Bosnia, towards the 
city of Brčko, at the beginning 
of April 1945. 

(VM 18984) 
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After the breakthrough on the Srem front on 12 April 
1945, T-34s supported the advance of Partisan forces to 
the west. 


Along with Partisan infantry, a T-34-85 enters a 
Slavonian village. 
(MRN JUG, 8767, B-710/4) 


Three T-34-85s of the 1st Battalion 
advance. 
(Sarajevo Museum) 


West 
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A T-34-85 of the 2nd Battalion 

1 advancing through northern Bosnia on 
; 12-16 April 1945. 

(VM 9253) 
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T-34-85s of the 3rd Battalion move 
through Slavonia, April 1945. 
(VM 9729) 


One of the brigade’s T-34-85s carrying typical 
features of frontline use — a tactical number 
‘115’, a white outlined star on the hull and 

a small Yugoslav tricolour near the driver's 
hatch. 

(Bojan Dimitrijevic collection) 


Because of logistical problems and a lack of fuel and 
spare parts, the 2nd Brigade halted between 23 April 
and 04 May 1945 at the village of Oriovac. 
(Historical Room of 1.prolbr/2.tbr) 
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Partisans have found a single Pz.Kpfw. I Munitionschlepper ammunition carrier in the town of Ulma, Banat, in October 1944. It was repaired and 
returned to service symbolically for the May Day ceremony in Vrsac, Banat, on 01 May 1945. (MRPNR NS, 12339/18110) 


A captured Sd.Kfz. 7 haftrack in Partisan service in a Serbian town. 01 May 1945. (Aleksandar Smiljanic collection) 
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The Partisan Supreme HQ in Serbia organised a motorised unit from armour that had been captured in late 1944. On this and the following two 


pages some of the vehicles parade in Kragujevac, May 1945. 


A Renault R35 is followed by another R35, an M15 and two StuG IIIs. 
(MRN JUG 14101, M-658/25) 
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Rear view of the same column with an M15/42 (the letters ‘J.A stand for Jugoslovenska Armija, Yugoslav Army) and two R35s in the distance. All of 
them belonged earlier to Pz.Abt. 12 and 202. (MRN JUG 14104, M-658/28) 
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One of two StuG III Gs are seen at the end of the same column. The other one is illustrated on the page overleaf. (MRN JUG 14115 / M-658/27) 
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Armour Captured by 
Partisans 


This page: 
Destroyed and abandoned vehicles of 
the 369th (Croat) Infantry Division 
and other minor subordinate units 
after a Partisan ambush at Vukov 
Klanac, south Dalmatia, at the end of 
October 1944. 


An ex-Belgian Vickers Armstrong 
Utility Tractor known in Wehrmacht 
use as the Art.Schl. VA 610 (b). 

(VM 8511) 


A destroyed Sd.Kfz. 10/5 with Flak 
carrying the Luftwaffe registration 
plate ‘WL-447451’. 

(VM 8520) 


Originally belonging to the Italian 
III/31? Regimento fanteria carrista, 
after September 1953 this L3 was used 
by the Wehrmacht. Abandoned here in 
Kotor, Montenegro, it became booty 
of the Partisan 1st Bokeljska Brigade. 
(VM 12440) 
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Two Hotchkiss H35s of the Partisan 5th 
Corps Tank Company with Partisans from 
the 6th Krajiska Brigade, retreating from the 
central Bosnian city of Travnik on 19 January 
1945. 

(VM 22098) 


A damaged M15/42 captured 
by the Partisan 6th Krajiska 
Brigade in central Bosnia, 
February 1945. 

(VM 22113) 


The other side view of the 
same destroyed M-15/42. The 
tank most likely belonged to 
the separated Pz.Kp of the 

| Pz.Abt.z.b.V.12. which retreated 
from Serbia into Bosnia in late 
autumn 1944, 

(VM 22429) 
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One Pz.Kp. of Pz.Abt.z.b.V.12 retreated from Serbia into Bosnia and remained separated until the end of the war. Here is one of its M15/42s destroyed 
at the beginning of 1945. (VM 6563) 


Abandoned Croatian Ustasa L-3 in Sarajevo downtown, after Yugoslav Partisan forces entered the city at the beginning of April 1945. 
(MRN BiH, Sarajevo, 5589/18172) 
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The Partisans captured the destroyed armoured train S.Sp. 
Zug 201, consisting of Steyr railcar armoured vehicles, at 
Cacinci Station on 14 April 1945. 

(MRN 858/4312) 


Still carrying Italian registration plates ‘RE 
4017’ and an Italian sand colour with additional 
sprayed colours, this abandoned German L6 was 
photographed in the Gorski Kotar area in late 
April 1945. 

(VM 9612) 


A captured and heavily converted Renault UE 
Schlepper somewhere in the Zagreb area at the 

beginning of May 1945. 
"(VM 9712) 
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A wrecked $35 abandoned and captured by 
Yugoslav Partisans in Bosnia and Croatia.Here 
with the turret number ‘301’ in Kostajnica, 
Croatia, at the beginning of May 1945.- 

(VM 9800) 


A S35 Somua tank abandoned and captured by 
Yugoslav Partisans in Croatia. Late April/beginning of 
May 1945. 


A captured Croatian armoured train 
in Kakanj, Bosnia, on 30 March 1945, 
It features characteristic Croatian- 
made armoured wagons with French 
tank turrets fitted with 47mm guns. 
(MRN JUG, 16078, B-889/14) 
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: The Race for Triest / 
. The Allies Arrive 
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The Allies supplied the Partisans with nine 75mm HMC M8 self-propelled howitzers known locally as *Kadilak". One of them is leading the column of 
the 5th Corps Tank Battalion on the outskirts of Zagreb, 08 May 1945. (Aleksandar Smiljanic collection) 
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A total of 19 M7 Priest self-propelled howitzers were delivered to the Partisan Yugoslav Army in the spring of 1945. They were called *Shermans". 


The Allied white stars were repainted with communist red stars. (Sarajevo Museum) 
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The Yugoslav/Partisan M7s were actively used for support 
around Fiume (Rijeka) in late April 1945 as seen here. 
“(Aleksandar Smiljanic collection) 


The Yugoslav/Partisan M7s were 
actively used as support in capturing 
the Wehrmacht 97. AK at Villa del 
Nevoso (Ilirska Bistrica) from 03-07 
May 1945. 
(VM 11547) 


Tanks of the Yugoslav 1st Tank Brigade 
rolling into the city of Trieste on 01 
May 1945. Seen in the foreground is an 
M3A1 Stuart. 

. (Sarajevo Museum) 
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A postcard issued after the Yugoslav Army entered Trieste on 01 May 1945, with the title “Tito’s Army liberates Trieste”. It shows a column of Stuarts 
led by a single M3A1 in the city’s streets. (Aleksandar Smiljanic collection) 
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Parked in a main Trieste street is a column of M4A2 Shermans (British designation Sherman 
III) belonging to the 20th Armoured Regiment of the 4th Armoured Brigade of the 2nd New 
Zealand Division. (02 May 1945). 

(MNZS FS 2060/33) 


Yugoslav 1st Tank Brigade M3A3 Stuart tanks on the banks of the Trieste on 01 May 1945. 
(VM 11754) 
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Fighting for Trieste was over by 03 
May 1945. Here, seen in the main city 
square of Trieste, are: 


Tanks and infantry of the Yugoslav 4th 
Army. 
(VM 10238) 


Vehicles and equipment of the 2nd New 
Zealand Division. 
(MNZS 2071/1) 


Partisan forces of the 4th Army captured 
several T-34-76 tanks from the German 5. Pol. 
Pz.Kp. (verst) in the region of Trieste at the 
beginning of May 1945. 

Here an abandoned T-34/76 number ‘07’ at a 
crossroads near Basoviza. 

(AG Foto Zagreb) 


Another T-34-76 captured in the vicinity of 
Basoviza, and featuring three types of road 
wheels. 4" 

(Dragan Savic collection) 


An M3A1 Scout Car painted in khaki/ 
sand camouflage leads a column of M3A3 
Stuarts of the 1st Tank Brigade out of the 
city of Trieste at the beginning of May 
1945. 

(VM 11773) 


German Panzers and Allied Armour in Yugoslavia in World War Two 
155 


German Panzers and Allied Armour in Yugoslavia in World War Two 
156 


Parts of the 
Yugoslav 3rd 
Battalion, 1st Tank 
Brigade, continued 
advancing into the 
northeast of Italy. 
Here an M3A3 
Stuart moves 
towards Gorizia on 
02 May 1945. 
(MNZS 2066/22) 


M4A3 Shermans of 
the 4th Armoured 
Brigade of the 

2nd New Zealand 
Division are seen 
in Gorizia, 03 May 
1945. 

(MNZS 2091/18) 


Two photos of Daimler armoured cars of the 
British 6th Armoured Division are welcomed by 
the citizens of Gorizia, 03 May 1945. 

(MNZS 2092/1 / MNZS 2067/31) 


A column of AEC armoured cars seen at Gorizia, 03 
May 1945. They belong to the 3rd Battalion of the 
Yugoslav 1st Tank Brigade. 

(MNZS 2092/3) 
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Retreating Serbian national anti- 
communist forces meet British Army 
Staghound armoured cars of the 27th 
Lancers, 6th Armoured Division, in the 
vicinity of Gorizia on 03 May 1945. 
(VM 111t) 


The advancing 4th Yugoslav Army, 
organized from the motorised 
detachment of 11th Dalmatinska 
Brigade, and supplemented with tanks 
of the 3rd Tank Battalion of 1st Tank 
Brigade. 

(VM 9551) 


Tanks of the Yugoslav 4th Army 
Motorised Detachment were 
welcomed by Slovenian inhabitants in 
Italian border areas, which after the 
war were incorporated into Slovenia 
and Yugoslavia. 

(VM 10169) 
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The Stuart tanks and other vehicles of the 
Yugoslav 4th Army Motorised Detachment 


advancing trough the Isonzo valley. 
(VM 10173) 


The Motorised Detachment of the 4th Yugoslav 
Army in May 1945, north of Gorizia. A captured 
mittlerer Einheits-PKW Typ 40 Kfz. 15 and a Tatra 
Kiibelwagen Typ 57 K are followed by a column 
of M3A1/A3 Stuarts, AECs and trucks with 
motorised infantry. 

(MRN JUG 13217, B-543/11) 


_ The 38th Irish Brigade advances towards the old Austro-Italian- Yugoslav 
border crossing. It did not allow the Yugoslav Motorised Detachment to 
-enter deeply into Italian territory. Here a Bren/Universal Carrier 
(*T-500069’) passes a wrecked Flak trailer. (VM11587) 
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- : P artisans Enter Zagreb 
—  . . and Slovenia 


The armoured unit of the Partisan 5th Corps advancing into Zagreb on 08 May 1945. Taking a short break are an armed Bren/Universal Carrier, M8 
“Kadilak” and Hotchkiss H35. (Aleksandar Smiljanic collection) 


A closer look at an improvised armed 
Bren/Universal Carrier on the streets 
of Zagreb, 08 May 1945. 

(MRNH Zagreb OF-8667-6) 


It is still unclear if this Partisan Bren/ 
Universal carrier as obtained along 
with the delivery of M7/MS self- 
propelled guns or earlier in 1944 with 
the equipment of 1st Tank Brigade. 
(MRNH Zagreb OF-1577) 
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The armoured unit of the Partisan 5th 
Corps advances into Zagreb on 08 May 
1945, led by a Hotchkiss H35. Below, 
barely visible in the dust, is an M8 and 
armed Bren/Universal Carrier. 

(VM 11657) 


The Yugoslav 2nd Tank Brigade, with 
its T-34s, entered Zagreb from the 
eastern side. Here, a T-34-85 crowded 
with Partisans is on Zagreb streets. 
(MRNH Zagreb OF-86675) 


The Yugoslav 2nd Tank Brigade with its T-34s 
entered Zagreb from the east. Here a T-34-85 
(number ‘305’) on a Zagreb street. 

(VM 9764) 
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A column of Partisan Yugoslav Army ZiS-5 trucks in downtown Zagreb, 08/09 May 1945. (Politika, via A. Radic) 


Partisan infantry led by a Mercedes-Benz 170 VK staff car, after passing Zagreb’s main square on 08-09 May 1945. (Bojan Dimitrijevic collection) 


German Panzers and Allied Armour in Yugoslavia in World War Two 
162 


z 


The 2nd Tank Brigade at a parade in Zagreb on 13 May 1945. In the foreground, T-34-85 number ‘1’ is painted with different inscriptions, red stars 
and a triangle on the turret for aerial recognition. (VM 21451) 
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A T-34-85 from the 3rd Battalion 2nd 
Tank Brigade, seen during the parade 
that was organised in downtown Zagreb 
on 13 May 1945. 

(MRNH OF-7688) 


M7 self-propelled howitzers rolling across Zagreb’s 
main square during the parade on 13 May 1945. They 
remained in original Allied livery except for the stars 
that were painted in red. 

(VM 9789) 


Seen on 09/10 May 1945, but now entering 
Ljubljana, is this armed Bren/Universal 
Carrier. It is attached to the Partisan 28th 
Division. 

(VM 11798) 
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Abandoned armoured vehicles in 
Ljubljana on 09 May 1945. Although 
not of good quality, the photo shows 
two modified L40 Semoventes and a 
TL 37 Protteto, possibly from the 14. 
(verst) Pol.Pz.Kp. 

(MNZS 2214/24A) 


A BMW 321 Cabrio staff car and Autoblinda with a stowage bin 
belonging to General Alexander Lohr’s Heeresgruppe E HQ, 
seen during negotiations on the surrender of German forces in 
Topolšica, Slovenia, on 09 May 1945. 

(MNZS TN 1609/15) 


Partisans of the 4th Operational Zone, a unit that operated in 
Slovenian-inhabited parts of the Reich (Austria), with captured 
staff cars. The leading one is again a BMW 321 Cabrio. They 
carry the Slovenian flag with a red star for recognition. 

(MNZS /02) 
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Different German forces with all kind of transportation are moving towards the old Yugoslav-Austrian border to avoid capture by Partisan forces. 
The location is Maribor (Marburg), 08-15 May 1945. (Aleksandar Smiljanic collection) 


An abandoned but obviously intact Pz.Jg. 38 (t) Hetzer and some other vehicles on Maribor (Marburg) streets from 08-15 May 1945. 
(Aleksandar Smiljanic collection) 
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An armed Partisan guarding captured 
Wehrmacht vehicles (Steyr 1500 A, 
Mercedes 230 Tourenwagen, Opel Blitz 
3 to and others) in a Slovenian city 
after 08 May 1945. 

On the other side of the road an 
Italian Fiat bus. 

(VM 29 Album 102) 


This motorised column of the 
Slovenian 6th Partisan Brigade at 
Galicia (Austria), in mid-May 1945, 
features a Peugeot DMA, Ford V 3000 
S, an unidentified bus and an Opel 
Blitz 3 to. 

(MNZS 1350/10) 


DM 


British forces on the move to 
disarm the main body of Axis 
forces in Austria in mid-May 
1945. Seen here somewhere 
in the Carantania region 

is a Sherman IA (M4A1 
76mm(W)). 

(Aleksandar Smiljanic 
collection) 
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On 21 May 1945, the 2nd Tank Brigade entered Trieste to support Yugoslav forces in the city area. Here, just above the city, are T-34-85s with the 
tactical numbers ‘208’ and ‘111’. (VM 10208) 


Yugoslav T-34-85s on the move through the city of Trieste, 21 May 1945. This was Tito’s attempt to impress the Allies and to secure the city for 


Yugoslavia. (VM15244) 
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The War is Over / 
Partisan-Captured Vehicles 


Captured motor transport of the Partisan 4th Vojvodjanska Brigade, Slovenia, in May 1945. A Saurer BT 4500, four Fiat 626 Ns, an MAN Typ D and 
other types can be recognised in the column. (MRPNR NS 9961/22937) 


A destroyed column of different 
halftracks with trailers, 
Slovenia, May 1945. Visible are 
an Sd.Kfz. 7,an Sd.Kfz. 6 and 
several burnt Henschel Typ 33 
trucks plus destroyed engineer 
equipment and a motorboat. 
(VM 11537) 


Yugoslav Partisan infantry 
pass a knocked-out Pz.Kpfw. 
38 (t) “Praga” somewhere in 

Slovenia, May 1945. 
(VM 11583) 
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Several versions of half-tracked Sd.Kfz. 251s were captured by Yugoslav 
Partisans in 1945, such as this interestingly camouflaged Sd.Kfz. 251/17. 
(MRN BiH Sarajevo, 19901-3) 


A captured Autoblinda AB 41 
armoured car of a Partisan unit from 
Vojvodina, somewhere in Slovenia, 
1945. It has a toolbox fitted to the 
turret, a common practice in the 
Yugoslav theatre in 1945. 

(Vojvodina Museum 2401/2687) 


One of the abandoned = 
Panzertriebwagen self- 
propelled rail cars. A 
total of seven examples 
(Nr. 30-35 and 38) 
were captured by the 
Yugoslavs in different 
railway stations in 
Slovenia, May 1945. 
(MRN JUG S-5, 390) 
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Some of the captured Pz.Kpfw. IV 

g Ausf. Fls, and StuG III Gs were used 
= ‘9% to create the 3rd Tank Brigade of the 
ix. Yugoslav Army. This is at the Trnje 
Barracks, Zagreb, in the summer of 
1945. 


(MSRV-NS 17560/28114) 


Although not in service with 
any German armoured unit 

in Yugoslavia, at least one 
Pz.Kpfw. V Panther Ausf. G was 
discovered abandoned near the 
railway in Backa. This photo 
was taken in May 1945. 
(Dragan Savic collection) 


Yugoslav crews maintain a Pz.Kpfw. IV. In the 
background, a Pz.Kpfw. V Panther can be seen. 
Markings and camouflage appear nearly the same as 
the Panther in the upper photo. 

(Historical Room of 1.prolbr/2.tbr) 
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The end of war caught several trains carrying quantities of Wehrmacht armour, vehicles and artillery. This is the railway station in Sent Vid - 
Medvode, northwest of Ljubljana, Slovenia. The picture series was taken by Partisan photographer Slavko Smolej. 


Pz.Abt. 202 M15s have several modifications such as those seen here on tank number ‘312’. These include a turret stowage bin, spare tracks as extra 
armour, and new aerial mounts. (MNZS 2305/16) 


An M41 (Semovente 75/18) in the foreground fitted with external fuel tanks, two M15s and two Pz.Kpfw. IIs with tower-like wood gas generators. 


(MNZS 2305/14) 
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A Panzer II converted to a driver training vehicle with a Holzvergaser wood gas generator and Fahrschule driver-training school plate in the back, 
surrounded by five M15/42s. Among them ‘114’, ‘124’ and ‘314’ can be seen. (MNZS 2305/20) 


M15s can be seen, including ‘124’ and ‘314’. (MNZS 2305/21) 
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Unloaded from the train, three M15s featuring different camouflage schemes but the same modifications characteristic of Pz.Abt. 202 usage in 1945. 
(MNZS 2305/24) 


IPP | 
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The Pz Jg. 38 (t) Hetzer of Pz.Abt. 202, which received a company of them in the spring of 1945. Behind the Hetzer, a further two M15s can be seen 
bearing the numbers ‘313’ and ‘112’. (MNZS 2305/26) 
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Another car loaded mostly with halftracks. In the foreground is an Sd.Kfz. 231 without armament, followed by a Kettenkrad, Sd.Kfz. 261 
Panzerfunkwagen fitted with machine guns, and a line of Sd.Kfz. 251s. (MNZS 2305/27) 


FR į F er P3 1 


The same line-up from a different angle. Behind the proud-looking Partisan is an Sd.Kfz. 10, Sd.Kfz. 251/17, Sd.Kfz. 250 neue Art, Sd.Kfz. 251/22 and 
other Sd.Kfz 251 half tracks. (MNZS 2305/28) 
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Squeezed between one Sd.Kfz. 10 and two Sd.Kfz. 9s is this 
improvised vehicle that was seen in photographs in combat 
supporting Croat and German forces in Bosnia 1942. 
(MNZS 2305/17) 


A closer look at an Sd.Kfz. 251/22 shows that it 
was modified in the field with a second opening 
next to the driver's visor. 
(MNZS 2305/31) 


COR 
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Seen in the vicinity of Ljubljana on 09 June 1945 was this train loaded with captured German and Beute armour. 


NN 


A 


Seen on open cars are two StuG III Gs, an M15 with a Pz.Kpfw. 38 (t) turret, another StuG III G, three Hotchkiss tanks, and at the very end a 
Pz.Kpfw. 35 (t). (MNZS 2441/14) 


AR 


| 


Another view of the same train on the Dunajska road in Ljubljana. It reveals behind the schoolchildren an M15 with a Pz.Kpfw. 38 (t) turret, along 
with StuG III Gs and one Hotchkiss. (MNZS 2441/16) 
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On the same day, another view shows two L40s with the Yugoslav tricolour, an Autoblinda AB 41, a trailer, two L6 tanks, a Panhard armoured car, 
two L6s and another two L40s. (MNZS 2441/18) 


EU w4 


Partisans pose near two L6s seen in the train depicted above, one of them with a red star painted on the side, and another one without a gun barrel. 


(MNZS 2441/19) 
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Addenda 
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Armoured Vehicles used in Yugoslav Theatre 1941-45 


Tanks 


Royal Yugoslav Army, Germany, 
Croatia/Domobranstvo (home defence), Partisan/Yugoslavia 


Royal Yugoslav Army, Germany, 

Croatia/ Domobranstvo, Partisan/Y ugoslavia 
Hotchkiss H35 Germany, Croatia/ Domobranstvo, Partisan/Y ugoslavia 
Hotchkiss H38/39 Panzerkampfwagen 35H 734 (f) 


Ursus TK-3 Croatia/ Domobranstvo, Partisan/Yugoslavia 


Pz.Kpfw. I (A,B) 

Kleiner Panzerbefehlswagen Sd. Kfz. 265 
Sanitätskraftwagen I 

Pz.Kpfw. I Munitionsschlepper 


agen L6/40 733 (i 
Carro Armato M13/40 Panzerkampfwagem M13/40 735 (i) 
Carro Armato M14/41 Panzerkampfwagen M14/41 736 (i) 


Cruiser Mk II A13 Kreuzer Panzerkampfwagen Mk III 743 (e) Germany 


American Type 


M3AI Stuart Partisan/Y ugoslavia 


M3A3 Stuart Partisan/Yugoslavia 


M3A3 Stuart PaK 75 
M3A3 Stuart Flakvierling (quadruple) 20mm antiaircraft gun 
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Armoured Vehicles used in Yugoslav Theatre 1941-45 


Self-Propelled Guns 
Italian Types En Se a 
L40 (L6) 47/32 Italy, Germany, German Police, Croatia, Partisan/Yugoslavia, 

Slovenia- Domobranstvo 

M42 75/18 Italy, Germany, Yugoslavia 

(Cerman CO" ee es 
Sd. Kfz. 138 Marder III 
Sturmhaubitze 42 105mm (Sd. Kfz. 142/2 
StuG IV 75mm 
Sd.Kfz. 250 n.A 
Sd.Kfz. 251/22 PaK 75 Germany, German Police, Yugoslavia 


Sd.Kfz. 251/16 with flamethrower 
Sd. Kfz. 251/17 with antiaircraft gun 
Sd.Kfz. with 120mm mortar 


Sd.Kfz. 7/1 with Flakvierling 38 Germany 
Sd.Kfz. 7/2 with Flak 37mm 
Sd.Kfz. 10/5 with Flakvierling 38 Germany, Yugoslavia 


Sd.Kfz. 10/5 with gun 


American Types 


M7 105mm 

M8 75mm 
|_Soviet Types o S 

ISU-122 USSR, Partisan/Yugoslavia 

ISU-152 USSR 
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Armoured Vehicles used in Yugoslav Theatre 1941-45 


Armoured Cars and Armoured Trucks 


Italian Types 


Autoblinda AB 41/AB 43 Italy, Germany, German Police, Croatia/U, Partisan/Yugoslavia 
Panzerspähwagen AB 41 201 (i) / AB 43203 (i 

Fiat S/AS 37 Autoprotteto Italy, Germany, German Police, Partisan/Yugoslavia 
Gepanzerter Mannschaftstransportwagen S37 250 (i) 

Fiat 626W 3t Italy, Germany, Partisan/Yugoslavia 


Fiat 665 5t Italy, Germany, Croatia, Partisan/Yugoslavia 
Lancia IZM Italy, German Police, Partisan/Yugoslavia 


Lancia Lince Panzerspähwagen Lince 202 (i) 


German Types 


Sd.Kfz. 221/222/223 Germany, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia 
Sd. Kfz. 231/232 6-Rad Germany, Yugoslavia 

Sd.Kfz. 231/232/233 8-Rad Germany, Yugoslavia 

Sd. Kfz. 263 


Austrian Types 
Austro-Daimler ADGZ (Steyr) German Police, Yugoslavia 
Polizei-Panzerkampfwagen ADGZ 


Tatra OA vz. 30 German Police 
Dutch Types 
DAF M39 Pantserwagen Panzerspähwagen DAF 201 (h) German Police 


French Types 
Panhard AMD 178 Panzerspdhwagen P204 Germany, German Police, Yugoslavia 


ADR 3,5t 


- 

E 

3 
E. 


British Types 


Marmon Herrington Mk II German 
AEC Mk II Partisan/Y ugoslavia 
M3AI White Scout Car Partisan/Yugoslavia, USSR 
Canadian Types 
Lynx Partisan/Y ugoslavia 
ECET Terence 
BA-20 
BA-64 USSR, Partisan/Yugoslavia, German Police 
Hungarian Types 
Csaba Hunga 
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. Armoured Vehicles used in Yugoslav Theatre 1941-45 


Half-Tracks and Prime Movers 


[German Types TS STEN TLL LNT TT, 


Ic] 


Sd. Kfz. 251 Germany, Partisan/Y ugoslavia 
Sd Kf. 253 


Steyr RSO Germany, Partisan/Yugoslavia 


Renault UE/AMX UE Germany, Partisan/Yugoslavia 
Infanterie-Schlepper UE 630 (f) 

DIC ko hn eS U o a 
Bren/Universal Carrier UK, USSR, Partisan/Y ugoslavia 

LAL TET LE TI DANE LAE AT ETE TAD 

e e e a MELDEN DIEN a Er 
Art.Schl. VA 601 (b) Germany 

p TU T. 7 es Eee 
Hansa-Lloyd 37M (le Zgkw 31) 


Armoured Railway Cars 


Italian Types 

AB 40/AB 41 Italy, Germany, Yugoslavia 
Autoblinda ferroviariae 

Ansaldo Fossati Italy, Germany, Yugoslavia 


Littorine blindate ALn56, 
Panzertriebwagen 
eee ere eres een 


Leichter Schienenpanzerzug Steyr K2670 Germany, German Police, Yugoslavia 
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Armoured Units of the Royal Yugoslav Army ; 


| TITLE 


PERIOD USED TYPES 
Bataljon bornih kola 


Armoured Vehicle Battalion Renault-Kegresse M28 
Eskadron bornih kola Skoda S-ID, 

Konjičke škole SPA, Berliet-White, 
Armoured Vehicle Squadron of the Cavalry School Armoured trucks 


1. Bataljon bornih kola 1940-41 Renault FT-17, 
(Ist Armoured Vehicle Battalion) Renault-Kegresse M28 


2. Bataljon bornih kola 1940-41 Renault R35 


2nd Armoured Vehicle Battalion 


Officers of an armoured unit 
posing with an FT-17 tank. 
This photo reveals the types 

of uniforms worn by members 
of the Royal Yugoslav Army 
armoured units. 

(Aleksandar Smiljanic collection) 
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Yugoslav Partisan (Yugoslav Army) Armoured Units 


PERIOD TYPES USED NOTES 


Tank Platoon of the Spring 1942 — Captured Italian L3 Reorganised into: 
Ist Licki Partisan Detachment March 1943 i Tank Company 
(Later: Tank Platoon of the 1. Corps 


. Zone) NOV Croatia NOV Croatia 


Tank Company March - September Captured Italian vehicles L3, Reorganised into: 
1. Corps 1943 German Hotchkiss Tank Battalion 
NOV Croatia Main HQ NOV Croatia 


Tank Company 17 February — Captured Italian L3 Vehicles destroyed and 
10th Hercegovatka Brigade 08 March 1943 company disbanded 
(Later: Tank Company 
Supreme Partisan HQ) 

Tank Detachment 

Main HQ 
NOV Slovenia 


From December 1944, 
referred to as Tank 
Company/Tank 

Detachment 7th Co 


September 1943 — 
May 1945 


Captured Italian vehicles (L3, 
L6, AB 41, armoured trucks 
etc.) 


Captured Italian vehicles L3, 
AB 41, armoured trucks, 
German Hotchkiss 

In 1945: Allied M7, M8 
Captured Italian vehicles L3, 
L6, armoured cars 


Tank Battalion 
Main HQ 
NOV Croatia 


September 1943 — 
May 1945 


Vehicles partially 
destroyed. Reorganised 
into Motorised 
Battalion Ist 
Proletarian Div. 


Tank Battalion September 1943 
4th Op. Zone 


NOV Croatia 


Motorised Battalion Ist September — December | Captured Italian L3, L6 Unit disbanded and 
Proletarian Division 1943 remaining vehicles 
(also referred to as “Tenkovska hidden 


Armoured Unit 


a 

September - November | Captured Italian vehicles L3 S | Details of usage 
(Tank/Motorised) of 2nd 1943 37 and others unknown 
Proletarian Brigade, 2nd Corps 


Tank Detachment 6th Corps September - December | Captured Croatian L3, 
NOV Croatia 1944 Hotchkiss 


Tank Company October - December Captured Croatian L3, 
10th Corps 1944 Hotchkiss 

NOV Croatia 

Tank Platoon 
5th Corps 
Since Sept. 1944: 

Tank Company “Lazo Marin” 
5th Corps 
Ist Tank Brigade NOVJ 


Summer 1944 — 
May 1945 


Captured German and 
Croatian: L3, Hotchkiss, L6 
In 1945; Allied M7, M8 


British-supplied Stuart 
M3A3/M3A1, AEC, Scout Car 
Soviet-supplied T-34, BA-64 


16 July 1944 — 
May 1945 

06 October 1944 (08 
March 1945) - 

May 1945 


Auto School November 1944 — Different captured vehicles 
Main HQ May 1945 (H38, R35, StuG III, M15 etc.) 
NOV Serbia 


Moto-Mechanised April - May 1945 M7 Priest, M8 
Battalion 

Heavy Mountain Artillery 
Brigade 
4th Yugoslav Army 
Moto-Mechanised Unit 
(Battery) Mt. Art. Bde. 
2nd Yugoslav Arm 


Motorised Detachment 
4th Yugoslav Army 


2nd Tank Brigade NOVJ 


April - May 1945 M7 Priest 


Temporary unit for 
partisan movement to 


Pridodata oklopna tehnika iz 
I.tbr i Tmtartbr 4.A 


May 1945 


Carantania 
Motorised Battalion From 09 May 1945 Different captured vehicles Er 
2nd Slovenatka Brigade 


From 13 May 1945 Different captured vehicles, 
mostly from /04. Jager- 
Division 


Motorised Detachment 
14th Slovenatka Division 
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German Armoured Units in Yugoslavia 1941-45 


Higher Armour HQs 


Title Area/Campaign 


(Pz.AOK 2) Croatia (October 1944-) 
Slovenia (April 1945- 
XXXXI Panzerkorps Campaign April 1941 
XXXXVI Panzerkorps Campaign April 1941 
III SS Panzerkorps Germania Croatia 


II SS Panzerkorps Slovenia September - November 1943 


Panzer or Panzergrenadier Divisions 


Campaign April 1941 April 1941 
Campaign April 1941 April 1941 


14. Panzer-Division Campaign April 1941 April 1941 Panzer/Grenadier/Panzergrenadier 
24. Panzer-Division OZAK September 1943 Regiments or Brigades 


23. Panzer-Division Reich-annexed part of April-May 1945 
Slovenia Sturmgeschiitz Brigades (Abteilungen) 


Leibstandarte SS Adolf Campaign April 1941 April 1941 
Hitler. Later: 
(1.) SS Panzergrenadier- September and October 
Division LAH 1943 


Division Wiking 1943 
Division Nordland 1943 


Slovenia Beginning of 1944 
18. SS-Panzergrenadier- 
Division Horst Wessel 
4. SS Polizei- Serbia, Banat September and October 
Panzergrenadier-Division 1944 
Grenadier-Brigade 92 


Grenadier-Regiment 92 Croatia Summer 1943 — 
(Bosnia-Herzegovina (B-H)), | late 1944 
Serbia 


(mot) 
SS Panzergrenadier- Serbia August - September Later part of 
Regiment 1 1943 4. SS Pol.Pz.Gren.D. 


OZAK, Slovenia 


Slovenia, Croatia Beginning of 1944 


From 05 June 1944: 


SS Panzergrenadier- Serbia August - September Later part of 

Regiment 2 1943 4. SS Pol.Pz.Gren.D. 

SS Panzer-Regiment 1 (SS | Slovenia/OZAK September — 

Panzergrenadier-Division October 1943 

LAH) | 
Panzergrenadier-Lehr- Slovenia/OZAK September 1943 - 

Regiment 901 Croatia (B-H January 1944 

Brigade 4 Nederland 1943 


Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung Campaign April 1941 April 1941 StuG III 
184 


Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung Campaign April 1941 April 1941 StuG IH 
191 

(later Sturmgeschiitz- 
Brigade 191) Serbia August - December1944 


Sturmgeschütz-Brigade Croatia (B-H) Sandzak, Serbia | March - December 1944 | StuG HI 
201 
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German Armoured Units in Yugoslavia 1941-45 


Panzer / Panzergrenadier Abteilungen / Bataillone (independent) 


campaign 


1/202 Panzer- Serbia September 1941 - | 1941-43 
Abteilung September 1941 - May 1945 Somua/Hotchkiss 
(In 1944 renamed January 1943 1944-45 
Panzer-Abteilung September - October M15/42 

202) 1944 1945 


Croatia January 1942 - Hetzer 
September 1944, and 
November 1944 
May 1945 
Slovenia May 1945 
Croatia 
(Bosnia-Herzegovina) 
March - June 1944 
(Srem front:) 
Nov-Dec 1944 


01 March 1944 
Late December 
1944 


Renault R35, Hotchkiss One company 
remained in 
Bosnia 
(Croatia): 
December 1944 


Panzer-Abteilung 
z.b.V.12 


L6. M13, M14, M15, 
StuG, L40 


Serbia May-December - May 1945. It 

1944 was 
subordinated to 
Pz.Abt. 202 


March - June 
1944 
November 1944 


Croatia 
(Bosnia-Herzegovina) 
Baranja 


Pz.Kpfw. IV 


Battalion 
AOK 2 
Panzergrenadier- Serbia October - Uncertain 
Battalion Croatia November 1944 existence and 
Brandenburg Srem front use of armour 
(in period February - 
April 1944 known as: 
Panzer-Abteilung 
Panzer-Abteilung 212 | From Greece through October 1944 - Pz.Kpfw. Ill, Pz.Kpfw. IV | Part of 
Macedonia. May 1945 equipment left 
Serbia, Croatia (Bosnia- on Crete. Took 
of Pz. Abt. 208 in 
January 1945 
Italienische Panzer- OZAK February 1944 - Different Italian 
Schwadron Toneguti May 1945 armoured vehicles 
Abteilung Süd Slovenia, February 1945 Gruppo 
OZAK Squadroni 
Corazzati *San 


Panzergrenadier- 

Panzer-Abteilung 208 | OZAK 1944 Pz.Kpfw. III, Pz.Kpfw. IV | Equipment left 
for Pz.Abt. 212 
in December 
1944 

Adria 

Herzegovina) to OZAK over equipment 

Panzer-Ausbildungs- | Reich-occupied October 1944 — Different Italian RSI unit: 

Giusto" 


armoured vehicles 


February - May 
1945 
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German Armoured Units in Yugoslavia 1941-45 


Independent Panzer Companies 


Title Part of Time period Equipped with Notes 
Yugoslavia 
campaign 
Panzer-Kompanie zur Serbia, June 1941 - February | Renault R35, FT-17, In summer 1941 
besonderen Verwendung | 1941-43 1944 Hotchkiss only as 
(z.b.V.) 12 Croatia L6, M13, M14, M15, Führungsgruppe 
(Bosnia- Semovente L40 Pz.Kp.z.b.V.12 
Herzegovina) On 01 March 
1942-44 1944 reorganised 
into 
PzAbtzb.V.2 | 
Panzer-Aufklárungs- Croatia Throughout 1944 AB 41/AB 43 
Kompanie 468 (Bosnia- 


Herzegovina) 
Feb-Aug 1944 
Serbia 
Sept-Dec 1944 
Panzer-Sicherungs- d September 1943 - 
Kompanie 3 February 1944 


Pz.Kpfw. HI February 1944 
reorganised into 
Pz.Abt. 208 
(Adria) 
February 1944 
reorganised into 
Pz.Abt. 208 
‘Adria, 


Panzer-Einsatz- September 1943 - Pz.Kpfw. IH 


Kompanie 35 February 1944 


Armoured Platoons attached to Highest HOs 


Panzer-Späh-Zug Serbia 
Mil.Befh. Südost Croatia 


B 
Panzer-Späh-Zug Serbia 1944-45 AB 
PzAOK 2 Croatia 


Part of 
Yugoslavia 
campaign 


Time period Equipped with 


1944-45 A 


Armoured Units attached to Corps HQs 


Part of Time period | Equipped with Notes 
Yugoslavia 
campaign 


Sturmgeschiitz- Croatia October Formed from Pz.Kp. 7 in 
Abteilung 5 (Bosnia- 1943- October 1943. 
Later: 105/ Herzegovina) In August 1944, Ist Battery 
V SS Gebirgskorps reorganised into StuG.Abt. 

1007. 

2nd Battery reorganised into 

| StuG.Abt. 105 | 
SS-Aufklärungs- Croatia October Formed from SS Aufkl.Abt. 7 in 
Abteilung 5 (Bosnia- 1943- October 1943 
Later: /05/ Herzegovina) 
V SS Gebirgskorps 
SS Panzer-Abteilung | Croatia November - In August 1944 reorganised 
105 (Bosnia- December into Pz.Kp. 105 and StuG.Abt. 
V SS Gebirgskorps Herzegovina) 1943 Skanderbeg 
August 1944 
Panzer-Kompanie Croatia August 1944 Formed in August 1944 from 
105 (B) (Bosnia- SS Panzer-Abteilung 105 
V SS Gebirgskorps | Herzegovina) 
Panzer-Späh-Zug Croatia January 1944 | AB 41 
69. Res. AK z.b.V (Bosnia- onwards 
Herzegovina) ES 
Technical Units 


Title Location Time period 


Pz.Truppen-Werkstatt-Kompanie 1944 


“Hermann Göring Mladenovac, Serbia 1941-44 


“Panzer Park” (? Zagreb, Croatia 
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qe German Armoured Units in Yugoslavia 1941-45 


Divisional Armoured Units 


Title Part of Time period Equipped with Notes 

Panzer-Kompanie Serbia Summer 1942 - Char B2 Reorganised into 

7. SS-Freiwilligen-Gebirgs-Division Croatia October 1943 Hotchkiss SS StuG.Abt. 5 /105/ 

Prinz Eugen (B-H) 

SS Aufklärungs-Abteilung 7 Croatia 1943 - October 1943 Different Reorganised into SS 

7. SS-Freiwilligen-Gebirgs-Division (B-H) armoured cars Gbr.Aufkl.Abt. 5 /105/ 

Prinz Eugen 

SS Panzerjáger-Abteilung 7 Croatia November 1943 - Italian SPGs August 1944 into 

7, SS-Freiwilligen-Gebirgs-Division (B-H) August 1944 StuG.Abt. 1007 

Prinz Eugen 

Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 1007 Croatia August 1944- Italian SPGs 

(StuG.Abt. Paleta) (B-H) StuG 

7. SS-Freiwilligen-Gebirgs-Division Serbia 

Baranja 

SS Panzerjäger-Abteilung 13 1944 Italian SPGs 

13. SS-Gebirgs-Division Handschar B-H 

Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung Skanderbeg Serbia August 1944 - March Italian SPGs After disbandment of 2/. 

21, SS Gebirgs-Division Skanderbeg Croatia 1945 SS Div, attached to 34. 
Korps, 11. Lft. Div. and 7. 
SS Div. 


Panzer-Kompanie 24 OZAK July 1944 - May 1945 
24. SS (Karstjäger) Gebirgs- 
Division/Brigade 


11. Luftwaffen-Feld-Division 


Serbia 
Croatia 
Srem front 
Macedonia 
Serbia 
Croatia 


1944-45 


October 1944 - May 
1945 


Panzerjäger-Abteilung 122 
22. Infanterie-Division 


Armoured cars 


Aufklärungs-Abteilung 44 OZAK 


44. Infanterie-Division 1943 cars (AB41 
Panzerjäger-Abteilung 171 Slovenia Marder, E. 
71. Infanterie-Division OZAK 1944 Italian SPGs 

Croatia M42 


October 1944 - May 
1945 


Macedonia 
Serbia 
Croatia 


Panzer-Aufklärungs-Abteilung 122 
22. Infanterie-Division 


w 
T 


Aufklärungs-Abteilung 171 Slovenia August 1943 - 1944 AB 41, S 37 
71. Infanterie-Division OZAK 
Croatia 


Panzerjäger-Abteilung 104 Croatia 1944-45 Italian tanks and 
104. Jäger-Division - SPGs 


Panzer-Jäger-Abteilung 118 Croatia 

118. Jäger-Division (Srem front) 

Aufklärungs-Abteilung 236 Slovenia AB 41 
162. Infanterie-Division (turk) OZAK 

Panzerjäger-Abteilung 222 Srem front L40 
181. Infanterie-Division 


w 
T 


Sturmgeschütz-Kompanie 1222 Srem front Autumn 1944 

181. Infanterie-Division — m 
Panzer-Jáger-Abteilung 278 OZAK 

278. Infanierie-Division 


Panzer-Jäger-Abteilung 297 Albania March 1944 - 1945 L40 


297. Infanterie-Division Croatia 


(B-H) 
Slovenia 


Panzer-Jäger-Abteilung 369 Croatia L3, L6, 
369. Infanterie-Division (kroatische B-H 1945 L40 
Panzer-Jäger-Abteilung 373 Croatia Beginning of 1944 - L3, L6, 

kroatische, 


Aufklärungs-Abteilung Croatia 1944-45 L3, L6 
392. Infanterie-Division (kroatische, (B-H) 
Panzer-Jäger-Abteilung 392 Croatia 1944-45 L40 


392. Infanterie-Division (kroatische) (B-H 


Sturmgeschütz-Abteilung 1022 Srem front End of 1944 Italian SPGs Beer Zaun 
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German Armoured Units of the Ordnungspolizei 


Attached to Ordnungspolizei HQs 


Title 


Area 


[ Time period 


Panzerspäh-Zug 
(Stabs-Kompanie) Pol-E 
Stab Südost 
Befehlshaber der 


Ordnungspolizei Kroatien 


Reich-annexed part of 
Slovenia 


Croatia 


(Workshop for repair of 
police armoured cars, 
Ljubljana 


Slovenia 


From December 1941 until 
autumn 1943 


Equipped with 
Tatra armoured cars 


January 1945- 


AB 43 


1943-45 


Polizei-PanzerKompanien 


Title Area Time period Equipped with 
L | Slovenia/Provinz Laibach _| April 1945 
4. Slovenia (uncertain ADGZ, Hotchkiss 
deployment 
5. (verstärkt) reinforced OZAK T-34, BA-64, ADGZ, 
Hotchkiss 
6. Croatia ADGZ, Hotchkiss 
Ld: Croatia November 1943 - May Hotchkiss, OA Panar 
1945 
13. (verstärkt) Croatia July 1943 - May 1945 ADGZ, Pz.Kpfw. II VK 
Slovenia 1601, Pz.Kpfw. IV F1, 
Sd.Kfz. 251/16 
14. verstärkt) Slovenia October 1943 - May 1945 Tatra, Dutch armoured 
cars, Steyr 
Schienenpanzerzug L40, 
AB 41, Lince 
16. Croatia 
Gendarmerie 


Gendarmerie-Reserve- 


Kompanie "Alpenland-3" 
mot) 


Title 


Reich-annexed part of 
Slovenia 


Area 


Equipped with 


September 1943 - May AB 41 
1945 


Armoured Units attached to SS Polizei-Regimenter and smaller units 


Polizei-Gebirgs-Regiment 
18 
SS Polizei-Regiment 5 


1. Bataillon (mot) 


Pz.Kp./l and Pz.Zug/3 
SS Polizei-Regiment 15 


SS Polizei-Regiment Bozen 


Polizei-Pz.Kw.-Abteilung Reich-annexed part of 


Slovenía 


Serbia 


OZAK 


Late 1943 
October 1944 
February 1944 - May 1945 


Time period Equipped with 
July - October 1942 ADGZ, Renault R35 


Panhard 


AB 41, Lancia, L3 


(Armoured unit) 
SS Polizei-Gebirgs- 
Regiment 18 


OZAK 1944-45 

Serbia, Autumn 1944 AB 41, L40 
Srem front 

(Croatia) 


Polizei-Panzer-Zug | 


| Srem front (Croatia) 


End of 1944 
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Other German Armoured Units in Yugoslavia 1941-45 


Other units with Armour 


Time period Notes 


Kampfschule Nis Nis, Serbia Autumn 1943 - September | Training of Bulgarian 
1944 crews on StuG IH / 
Pz.Kpfw. IV 
Luftwaffen-Jäger-Abteilung | Istra, OZAK 1944 
2.b.V.4 
Res.Jàáger.Rgt/Jàger Ersatz 1944 
Rei. 1 


Einsatzkommando 3 1944 
Sicherungsbataillon 705 OZAK 1944 


*Motorisierte Brigade 


Croatia 1944-45 Known only from Partisan 
Afrika Korps" or reports 
"Rommel's Motorised 


"Panzerschule" Division Slovenia Spring 1945 
2.b.V.438 (name uncertain 


German Armoured Trains in Yugoslavia 1941-45 


Armoured Train Units 


Eisenbahnsicherungsstab z.b.V Croatia 20 July 1942- Armoured trains, 
Pz.Abt. 1/202 etc. 
Eisenbahnsicherungsstab z.b.V.5 1943 


Eisenbahnsicherungsstab D 


1943 
15 August 1944- 


Armoured trains 


Armoured trains 


Eisenbahnsicherungsstab 
Kroatien 
Eisenbahn-Panzerzug- 
Regiment I 


German Panzers and Allied Armour in Yugoslavia in World War Two 
193 


. German Armoured Trains in Yugoslavia 1941-45 


Armoured Trains 


Number/type Area Time period Notes 
Nr.4 Slovenia 1945 . Captured at Vólkermarkt 
(Velikovec), May 1945. 
Attached to 4th Op.Zone 
NOV Slovenia 
Nr.6 Croatia, October 1942- Destroyed in Banat 
Serbia, Banat 1943, 1944 October 1944 
Nr.23 Serbia, 1941-45 Captured in Dravograd 
Croatia, (Unterdrauburg) May 1945 
Slovenia 
Nr.24 Serbia, Summer 1941- 
Croatia, October 1943 
OZAK, February 1944 
Slovenia July 1944 
Nr64 Type BP 42 Croatia 
| Nr.65 Type BP 42 Croatia 
Nr.73 Type BP 44 OZAK 1944-45 Abandoned in Udine May 
1945 
Schwerer Spähzug Nr.201 | Croatia 1944-45 Destroyed at Catinci 14 
April 1945 
Schwerer Spähzug Nr.202 mw EEE Captured in Jesenice May 
1945 
Schwerer Spähzug Nr.203 us Ss Captured in Šoštanj 
Schönstein) May 1945 
Schwerer Spähzug Nr.204 | Slovenia Captured in Celje (Cilli) 
May 1945 
Leichter Spähzug Nr.301 Croatia, March - October 1944 Destroyed at Kraljevo 30 
Serbia November 1944 
Leichter Spähzug Nr.302 Serbia March - October 1944 Destroyed at Kosovo Polje 
12 November 1944 
Leichter Spähzug Nr.303 Serbia, April 1944 - May 1945 Captured in Celje (Cilli) 
(Croatia) May 1945 
Slovenia 
Leichter Spáhzug Nr.304 | | April- August 1944 3 | 
Streckenschutzzug Max Slovenia 1945 Captured in Celje (Cilli) 
May 1945 
Streckenschutzzug Slovenia 1945 Captured in Celje (Cilli) 
München May 1945 
Slovenia 1945 Captured in Celje (Cilli) 
May 1945 
Kommandozug Nr.1 Slovenia (December 1944-) 1945 Captured in Celje (Cilli) 


May 1945 


Armoured Railway Cars 


Period 
October 1942 - 1945 


Number/type 
Bahnschutz- 
Panzertriebwagen Nr.15 


Croatia 
Pz.Zug Nr.6, Nr.65 and 
Leichter Spähzug Nr.304 


May 1944 - May 1945 Captured in Celje (Cilli) 
May 1945 
Captured in Celje (Cilli) 


May 1945 


Panzertriebwagen Nr.30 


Leichter Spähzug Nr. 303 
Serbia 
Leichter Spähzug Nr. 303 


Panzertriebwagen Nr.31 May 1944 - May 1945 


May - October 1944 
April- May 1945 


Damaged in October 1944. 
Captured in Slovenia May 
1945 


Panzertriebwagen Nr.32 Croatia 
Slovenia 
Leichter Spähzug Nr. 302, 
and Pz.Zug Nr.65 (4?) 


July 1944-45 


Captured in Morimberg 20 
April 1945 


Panzertriebwagen Nr.33 Croatia, Slovenia 

Leichter Spähzug Nr. 302, 
Schwerer Spähzug Nr. 203 
Pz.Zug 64, 65 
Croatia 
Schwerer Spähzug Nr. 204 


November 1944 - May 
1945 


Damaged in autumn 1944. 
Captured/abandoned in 
Celje (Cilli) May 1945 

Captured in Dravograd 
(Unterdrauburg 
Captured in Celje (Cilli) 
May 1945 


Panzertriebwagen Nr.34 


November 1944 - May 
1945 


November 1944 - May 
1945 


Panzertriebwagen Nr.35 Slovenia 
Pz. Zug Nr. 23 


Panzertriebwagen Nr.38 
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German Armoured Trains in Yugoslavia 1941-45 


Auxiliary or Improvised Armoured Trains 


Number/type Area Time period | Notes 
Serbia 1942 with 2x FT-17 
B 101 
C 102 Serbia 
E 102 Serbia 1941 with 2x FT-17 
W 102 Serbia 1941 with 2x FT-17 
with 2x FT-17 
1941 with 2x FT-17 
EP 103 Herzegovina 
[esol [zem U E 
EP 104 Herzegovina 
E 105 
A 105 Serbia 
Eisenbahn-Panzerzug Croatia (Bosnia- u— | 
EP 105 Herzegovina 
For narrow tracks 
Serbia with 2x FT-17 
D 107 Croatia (B-H 1941 with 2x FT-17 
with 2x FT-17 
with 2x FT-17 
[DIO .— .— JCrota(B-H — [194 — —  —  [|wih2xFT-7 | 
D111 | Croatia (B-H with 2x FT-17 
B112 Serbia 
Serbia 1941 with 2x FT-17 
Serbia 1941 with 2x FT-17 
For wide tracks 
A 202 Serbia with 2x FT-17 
For wide tracks 
Serbia 1942 
W 203 Serbia 1941 
[B204  .—  |Sebia .— |1941] .— . [|wih2xFT-7 | 
B 205 Serbia 1941 
B 206 Serbia 1941-42 
with 2x Panhard armoured cars 
Serbia with 2x FT-17 
B 208 Serbia with 2x FT-17 
D 208 Croatia (B-H 1941 with 2x FT-17 
with 2x FT- 
D 209 Serbia 


17 
with 2x FT-17 


B 209 Serbia 

Eisenbahn-Panzerzug Croatia (B-H) 

EP 209 

B 210 

C210 with 2x FT-17 

Lav/Lówe mixed crews with Croats? 

Panter/Panther Croatia (B-H) | 1943 (mixed crews with Croats? 
| Tigar/Tiger Croatia (B-H) 1943 mixed crews with Croats?) 

Bistrica Croatia (B-H mixed crews with Croats? 


Panzerzug "1" Slovenia (Provinz Laibach) | 1944-45 Captured in Jesenice May 1945 


1944-45 Captured in Jesenice May 1945 


Slovenia (Provinz Laibach) 


Panzerzug "2" 
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Armoured Units of the Italian Army in Yugoslavia 1941-43 


Armoured and Fast Divisions 


Campaign/area 


Title 2 
131° Divisione Corazzata “Centauro” Campaign April 1941 April 1941 
133° Divisione Corazzata “Littorio” Campaign April 1941 April 1941 


Croatia April 1941 - September 1943 


[Tile — —  —  Campaign/area | Period [Mainype | 


Croatia September 1943 
Croatia -Montenegro September 1943 
April 1941 


31? Regimento di Fanteria Carrista Croatia, Slovenia Summer 1941 - L3 
(2nd Battalion) 1943: Slovenia (1st Bn) September 1943 
Montenegro (3rd Bn 
2nd Battalion, 4? Regimento di Fanteria Croatia - Montenegro 1942 
Carrista 
Compagnia Meccanizzata di Zara Campaign April 1941 April 1941 - Armoured cars, L3 
(Mehanizovana četa Zadar) Croatia September 1943 
Slovenia (1943 


2^ Compagnia Lanciafiamme Croatia 1942, L3 Lf 
Slovenia 1942-43 


6^ Compagnia Lanciafiamme ff 1942-43 L3 Lf 
Do 11942-43 L3 Lf 


[Title sd Campaign/area | Period [Maintpe | 


2. Raggruppamento genio 1942-43 AB 40 
ferrovieri mobilitato 


1.cp.Autonoma littorine blindate 1942-43 


ferrovieri 


Treno blindato Slovenia 
Croatia 
(Slovenia 1943) 
Croatia 
Croatia 
(Slovenia 1943) 
1942 Croatia 
1942 Slovenia 
1942 Croatia 
1942 Croatia 


OZAK (Slovenia) September 1943 - February Different Italian 
1944 armoured vehicles 


February 1944 - May 1945 


RSI Armoured Units 1943-45 


Squadrone “San Giusto” 
Later: Gruppo Squadroni 
Corazzati “San Giusto” 
(also known as: Panzer- 
Schwadron Toneguti 
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Armoured Units of Croatian Forces 


Ustasa Forces 


Armoured company 
(platoon) of the 5" Ustasa 
Active Brigade 

Tank company of Ustasa 
Forces HQ (later: 3rd Tank 
Compan 

Armoured Battalion PTS 


(in the beginning within 
the Fast Brigade PTS 
Fast Battalion PTS 


Independent Armoured 
Platoon of Ist Ustasa 
Defence Brigade (in 

Jasenovac 

Armoured Platoon 

Ist Ustasa Active Brigade 
in Sarajevo 

Armoured Platoon 3rd 

Ustasa Active Brigade (in 

Karlovac 


October 1942 — late 
1943 


Improvised 
vehicles 


3 December 1942 - L3 
1945 


Late 1944 - 1945 
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Platoon-sized although named company 


Part of 4th Ustasa Active Brigade 


Consisted of 1st and 2nd Companies. 
Later in 1944: HQ Company, Ist and 2nd 
Tank Company. and 1st and 2nd Mt 
Companies 

In the beginning only with 3rd Tank 
Company. 

Later in 1944: 1st and 2nd Motorcycle 
Company, 


3rd Tank Company, 
4th Mt Company, 


Armoured Units of Croatian Forces 


Domobranstvo (Homeland Defence) 


Armoured Platoon 


deployed with 4th Division 


Pz.Kpfw. I In action in Eastern Bosnia in late 1941 
HQ Doboj 


Armoured Platoon of the 1942 Pz.Kpfw. I In action in Kordun in spring 1942. 
4th Motorised Company Planned to be dispatched to Sarajevo 
HQ Zagreb 


Tank Company of 4th 1942 Ursus Reorganised into Arm. Platoons with Ist 
Mountain Brigade/lst and 4th Mountain Brigades, August 1943 


Mountain Division 


Corps District 


Ist Armoured Company 01 April - 01 June 1943 Reorganised on 24 May 1943 in the 
Command of the Armoured Companies 


Company of the Armoured Armoured Companies on 24 May 1943 
Companies 
Armoured Companies 1944 


Period 
Autumn 1941 


Armoured Platoon 25.7.1943 

2nd Light Infantry Brigade 

3rd Light Infantry Brigade 

Armoured Platoon P| Expected creation on 25 July 1943 

4th Light Infantry Brigade 

Ist Mountain Brigade 

mEMEEN Expected creation on 25 July 1943 
2nd Mountain Brigade 
3rd Mountain Brigade 


4th Mountain Brigade 
5th Mountain Brigade lst Motorised Battalion 


Ist Reserve Armoured March - September Reorganised into Reserve Armoured 
Company of Ist Reserve 1944 


Command 
Brigade 
September 1944 i 
armoured 
vehicles 
organised in 
three groups: 
Hela, Odin 
and Nora 


Reserve Armoured 
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Armoured Units of Croatian Forces 


Croatian Strike Divisions 


Equipment — 


October 1944 - May 1945 1945: two armoured 1944 - Foreseen creation of 
companies the Fast Battalion not 
à performed 


October 1944 - May 1945 Confirmed use of armour 


ee 
Armour of 4th Mountain 
Brigade 
- March 1945: Armoured 
Platoon 


An Armoured Company 
with L3 (Fiat) possibly 
from earlier Ustasa 3rd 


Company at Gospić 
1945 Confirmed use ofarmour | | | | 


October 1944 - May 1945 Foreseen as an attachment 
of the Fast Companies 
Reserve Battalion 


Fast Battalion REISEN 


i 
Beginning 1943, 1944 | Bid | 
Beginning 1943, 1944 — | Arm. Train: No.2 
Beginning 1943, 1944 | Arm. Trains: Fuchs, Wol 


Fighting Train No.412 
Borni vlak br 412 


P 
Croatia (B-H Part of 3rd Compan 
[RivLuchs | Croma BH) — [1943-45 1 | ae 
[Auxiliary Armoured Train Neretva | Croatia(B-H) — | 1943-5. J 
Croatia (B-H BE | 4 

Croatia (B-H [194345 | 0 0 0 o 
C oe 

exec IM 

aa 

ee eee 
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Selected German Abbreviations and Military Terms 


Abbreviation 


Abt. 
Aufkl. 
Bef. 


Btl. / Bat. 
Div. 

Flak 
Fü.Grp. 
Geb Jg. 
H.Grp. 
Inf. 


Jg. 


K.Grp. 
Kom.Gen. 
Kp. 


Kw. 
mot. 
MTW 
OKW 


OZAK 
Pak 

Pol. 
Pz.Spah. 
Pz. 
Pz.Gren. 
Pz.Kp. 
Pz.Grp. 
Pz.Kpfw. 
Pz.Trb.wg. 
Pz.Wg. 


Sd.Kfz. 
Sd.Kdo. 
Sp. 

St. 
St.Rgt. 
StuG 


German meaning 


Abteilung 

Aufklärung 

Befehlshaber 
behelfsmässig 

Beute 

Bataillon 

Division 

Flugabwehr (-kanone) 
Führungsgruppe 
Gebirgsjäger 
Heeresgruppe 

Infanterie 

Jäger 

Kampfschule 
Kampfgruppe 
Kommandierender General 
Kompanie 

Korps 

Kampfwagen 

motorisiert 
Mannschaftstransportwagen 
Oberkommando der Wehrmacht 
Ordnungspolizei 
Operations-Zone Adriatisches Küstenland 
Panzerabwehr (-kanone) 
Polizei 

Panzer-Späh 

Panzer 

Panzergrenadier 
Panzer-Kompanie 
Panzergruppe 
Panzerkampfwagen 
Panzertriebwagen 
Panzerwagen 

Reich 

Wehrmacht 
Sonder-Kraftfahrzeug 
Sonderkommando 

Späh 

Stab 

Sturmregiment 
Sturmgeschütz 
Volksdeutsche 
Wehrmacht-Heer 
Wehrmacht-Luftwaffe 

zur besonderen Verwendung 
Zug 

Zug 


English translation 


detachment 
reconnaissance 
commander 

improvised 

captured and re-used vehicle 
battalion 

division 

antiaircraft (gun) 
command group 

mountain unit 

army Group 

infantry 

light infantry 

combat training school 
battle group 

commanding general 
company 

corps 

tank or armoured car 
motorized 

personnel carrier 

army high command 
uniformed regular police 
Operation Zone Adriatic Littoral 
antitank (gun) 

police 

armoured reconnaissance 
tank 

motorized infantry 
armoured company 
armoured group 

tank 

armoured self-propelled railcar 
armoured car 

Germany between 1933-45 
German Armed Forces 
military vehicle 
specialised unit 
reconnaissance 

HQ 

assault regiment 

assault gun 

native Germans living abroad 
Germany Army 

German Air Force 

for special tasks 

platoon 

train 
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When the Yugoslavia theatre of operations in 1941-45 is mentioned, the first description 
that comes to mind is Bandenkampf (anti-Partisan warfare). And truly, more than any other 
theatre. fighting in the Balkans was among the most irregular and bloody of the whole of 
World War Two. This publication aims to close a vital gap in documentation of this campaign 
by providing the first comprehensive account of armoured vehicles and their respective units 
deployed there. 


Combat in Yugoslavia also meant an exceptionally large number of combatants were involved. 
There was the German Wehrmacht, Waffen-SS, German Police, Italian Army, Soviet Army, 
British Army and, last but not least, various local ethnic groups fighting on one side or the 
other. All these were equipped with the most amazing and astonishing assembly of armoured 
vehicles of any theatre of operations in World War Two. Vehicles ranged from early German 
Panzers, German Beutepanzers captured in previous campaigns in France and Russia, 
uniquely outdated Italian tanks and tankettes, to the most modern Soviet and American 
equipment deployed later in the war. And as if that were not enough, this colourful gathering 
. is furthermore enhanced by improvised armoured vehicles and armoured trains. 


This book is a truly unique and outstanding compilation of armoured military vehicle rarities, 
curiosities and oddities! 


In 200 pages, this book is illustrated with 358 black-and-white photographs, 
most of which are hitherto unpublished 
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